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INTRODUCTION 

t in- study of myth is of great importance in the study of individual 
societies and human culture. The myths of a people reflect 
and explore the image of that people. Generally speaking, 
a myth is a kind of communication, but in religion it is the 
symbolic narration. Such a narrative is believed to be 
substantially tnie by the people, among whom it is current. 
The myth does not induce discussion or argument, it is only 
a presentation, It is said to be one of the three forms of 
religious expression viz, r sacred speech, sacred acts and 
sacred places. Sacred speech pertains to sacred texts and 
hymns, sacred acts connote the cult rituals and sacred places 
(or objects) are symbols. The three forms always occur 
together in any culture. 
Myth and history differ from each other in their style of narration. 
Whereas myth is a narrative of origins, history is a narrative 
of recent events. The myths are traditional. They go back to 
an age, which is called 'mythopoeic age', but there are some 
myths, like the legends of the saints or the founders of 
religions, which have arisen in historic times. In the latter 
case, the story coincides with the contemporary spirit. 
Mythology is the scientific and historical study of myths belonging 
to any people. The work in hand is a dictionary of 
mythological references in Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh 
Scripture. This Scripture is a great mediaeval anthology of the 
hymns of the Sikh Gurus and the like-minded radical saints 
who flourished in India from the twelfth to seventeenth 
century. It is the product of Bhakti Movement. During this 
movement five Bhakti cults were prevalent in India viz., 
Vaishnavism, Shaivism, Shaktaism, Shauryaism and 
Ganaparyaism. These cults considered Vishnu, Shiva, Shakti, 
Sun and Ganesha as manifestations of God respectively. 
Alongwith these cults of Hinduism, the Muslim mystics called 
Sufis, were also making their contribution towards Bhakti 
Movement, In the Punjab, where the Sikh Scripture was 
compiled and edited. Vaishnavism, Shaivism and Shaktaism 
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were the representative Hindu cults and the Chishti and 
Qadiri orders mainly represented the Sufis. 

Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh Scripture, is a huge volume, consisting 
of 1430 pages, having the songs of love and peace, written 
in various Indian languages and dialects. Except JAPU of Guru 
Nanak Dev in the beginning and Swayyas and Shlokas at the 
end, all the other compositions are set in thirty-one Ragas 
and Raginis. All the poems in the Scripture, smaller ones or 
longer ones, follow a definite metrical system. Though the 
poets belonged to different pans of the country and different 
groups of society, they had a common religious ideology, 
therefore though they repeated the same thoughts in their 
poetical compositions, they presented images drawn from 
their own visible and intellectual spheres. The diversity of 
imagery derived from nature as wet! as indoor life, makes 
the poetry appealing and ever-fresh. Sometimes the image 
is created by the use of myth. The saint-poets and the Sikh 
Gums have made use of mythology, not as an article of belief, 
but just to explain some practice or belief. The use of 
mythology by them is just illustrative of their background. 

The contribution of the fifth Guru, Guru Arjan Dev, is the largest 
in die Sikh Scripture. After him, we have Guru Nanak Dev 
(the first Guru), Guru Amar Das (the third Guru), Guru Ram 
Das (the fourth Guru), Kabir (the saint of Uttar Pradesh), Farid 
(the Sufi saint of Punjab), Namdev (the saint of Maharashtra), 
Ravidas (the saint of Uttar Pradesh) etc. The contributors were 
all types of men : Jaidev was a Brahmin, Pip a was a king, 
Namdev was a calico-printer, Trilochan was a Vaish, Sadhna — 
a butcher, Dhanna — a farmer, Sain — a barber, Kabir — a 
weaver, Ravidas — a cobbler and the Sikh Gurus— Kshatriyas. 

The people to whom the sacred lyrics of the Scripture were 
addressed or before whom they were sung, were mainly 
Hindus, whose heritage consisted of Shruti and Smriii. The 
four Vedas were their Shruti; each of them was divided into 
four parts viz., mantras, Brahmanas, Aranyaks and Upanishads. 
The Smritis were the Itihasas and Puranas, Itihasas (Epics) 
consisted of Ramayana and Mahabharata. The Puranas 
(eighteen Mahapuranas and eighteen Upapuranas) were 
mainly Vaishnavite, Shaivite and Shaktaite. These works were 
the basic sources of the Hindu traditions and store-houses 
of their myths- Mr. P. Thomas, the author of Epics, Myths and 
legends of India has rightly remarked : "Hindu mythology is 
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more than mythology. It is a living religion. Throughout India 
can be seen idols of gods and goddesses worshiped at 
present as was done hundreds of years ago. Most of them 
are true to type and could have easily stepped out of one 
of the Puranas," He writes further, "The study of the Vedas 
was the exclusive privilege of the Brahmins. For the common 
folk the Smritis were considered good enough. They learnt 
stanzas of them by heart or listened to recitations by priests, 
Even now Katha (storytelling) is a regular religious 
institution, and Brahmins learned in sacred lore can be seen 
reading passages from the Puranas or Epics to enraptured 
audiences and explaining to them the meaning of myths and 
legends While the lower classes are generally ignorant of the 
teachings of the Vedas and the philosophic schools, 
practically every Hindu is conversant with the tales of Rama 
and Site, of the doings of Hanuman, of the adventures of the 
Mahabharata heroes and of the various activities of Krishna. 
Inspite of the efforts of the Arya Samajists, the Hindu 
revivalists, to bring the Vedas to the masses, the religion of 
the vast majority of Hindus still remains Puranic, that is 
mythological 1 ' 

The Sikh Gurus and the radical saints arose from the common 
Hindu folk and were thus saturated widi their tradition but 
thev had a distinct message to convey to them, as staunch 
protagonists of the Bhakti Movement. They believed .n only 
one God, who is both Transcendent and Immanent. 
Therefore they rejected all other gods and goddesses. Any 
being who takes birth, passes away, when it completes its 
span of life. CAsa M. 5, P- 375). Why should that god or 
goddess be worshipped, who takes birth and passes away 
(Var Guiri M. 3, P- 509). Since mythology explains and 
illustrates the nature and character of the gods or other 
powers the attitude of the Sikh Scripture towards the gods 
or their legends becomes evident. It does not form part or 
the belief of the contributors of the Scriptures. The masses 
used various names for their gods, which were actually based 
on their exploits and feats or those of their incarnations. But 
die same Names were sanctified still further by appending 
them with Ultimate Reality, because it is He Only un der 
Whose Command every act was performed. TEhcn the 
Creator-God is brought into focus, He is in un.son with 
Preceptor and True disciple. He is the Purity-incarnate, while 



the gods, goddesses and other powers engulfed by maya are 
all impure. They are mere chessmen in the world's Play, The 
rituals performed to appease the gods have thus no worth 
in the eyes of the Gurus and saints. 
The mythological references used in the hymns of the Sikh 
Scripture are used to substantiate a point. Through such 
references the point is fully illustrated and elucidated. Two 
instances are quoted below, one From the hymns of Guru 
Nanak Dev and the other from the hymns of the saint 
Namdev. 

I. Brahma became proud and did not know the Lord- 
The calamity of the Vedas befell him and he repented; 
He, by whom the Lord is remembered, his mind is 
soothed. — 1 

Such pride is bad in the world; 

With whomsoever the Guru meets, his pride he 
removes. — 2 

The king Bali was proud of his wealth, 
He offered many sacrifices, but was proud of money and 
material; 

Without consulting the Guru, he went to the nether region; 
Hari Chand gave alms and acquired renown, 
Without the Guru, he did not obtain the end of the 
Impenetrable; 

He himself leads astray and Himself gives wisdom, — 3 
The pride of the evil-minded and wicked Harnakhas was 

smote down by Narayana; 
Mercy was bestowed on Prahlada and he was saved- - — 4 
The foolish and thoughtless Ravana was led astray, 
He was beheaded and Lanka was plundered; 
The pride hath a fall without the love of the True Guru, 

—5 

The thousand-armed Madhu, Keet and Mahikhasa (were 
killed); 

Harnakhas was destroyed with nails; 

Without the practice of devotion, the Daityas were 
destroyed. — 6 
Jarasandh and Kalajamun were killed, 
Raktabij and Kalanemu were destroyed; 
After destroying the Daityas, the saints were saved. —7 
The True Guru himself contemplates on the Word; 
By reason of duality, the Daityas were destroyed; 
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The disciples were saved by reason of devotion to the 
True One. 

Duryodhana drooped low and lost the honour; 
He did not know Ram, the Creator, 

Whosoever inflicts pain on the saint, languishes in 

— " 

miser/. 

Janmeja did not know the Word of the Gum, 

Deluded by errors how could he be happy ? 

He repented afterwards for being led astray a little bit^ 

The unparalleled Kansa, Kesi and Chandur, 

Lost their honour by not going in search for Ram; 

None protects without the Lord of the Universe -U 

Without the Guru, the pride cannot be eradicated, 

By the instruction of the Guru, piety, patience and the 

Name of Hari are obtained; 
Whosoever gets the Name, he sings the Praises of the Lord, 

saith Nanak. f W « 

Repeating the Name of Hari, all the delusions ended 
' Remembrance of the Name of Hari is the best discipline 
By repeating His Name one adopts the caste and family ot 

Hari, _, 
That Hari is the staff of a blind person. 
Salutations to Hari, Salutations to Hari, 
There can be no agony of Yama by repeating H« 

Name. 

Hari took out the breath of Harnakhas; 
He gave Ajamal a seat in the heaven. 
Instructing the parrot, Ganika attained salvation; 
That Hari is the pupil of my eye. 
Putana attained salvation by repeating His Name, 
She who was the child-killer and full of deceit. 
(Draupadi) the daughter of Draupad attained salvation, 
The wife of Gautama became stone and thus attained 

emancipation. , 
Who crushed Kesi and Kansa to death ? Who gave new hte 

to Kali? 

Such is Hari, saith Nama (Namdev), 

By the repetition of whose Name, fear and affliction vanish 

aWa y* (Gtmd Namdev, p. 874) 
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Namclev was a Vaishnava in his early life and living in an area 
of influence of Vaishnavism, applies the names of Rama and 
Krishna for God and relates their stories in order to explain 
[lis Greatness, ii does not show that Narndev was a 
Vaishnava, The Gurus have also made use of several 
Vaishnavite Names of Vishnu for God. Bui whenever the 
Gurus and saints have talked about gods, goddesses and their 
incarnations as such they have exhibited them as created 
beings and performing their duties according to the Will of 
God. Guru Arjan Dev has conclusively said : 
The Smrilis, Vedas and Puranas, all such books cry out, that 
Everything is false without the Name of die Lord, all talk is 
futile. 

(SitbiM. 5, p. 161) 

Thus the Sikh Scripture talks about the above-mentioned Hindu 
scriptures with regard to the Name of the Lord, while their 
myths are merely old stories, 

Though the Muslims were a dominant force, when the Sikh 
Scripture was prepared, there is very little Muslim Mythology 
incorporated in its verses. Some references to Islamic 
concepts and beliefs are found in the verses of the Sikh 
Gurus, Kabir and the Sufi saint Sheikh Farid. 

This work has been prepared at the request of some serious 
students of the Sikh Scripture, because in various hymns, they 
find some mythological references and they cannot proceed 
further unless they understand fully the import of such 
references. In order to explain each reference, it was thought 
necessary to give the source of the reference, examples of 
its use in Guru Granth Sahib along with the required episode 
or comment. 1 am confident that this work will serve the 
purpose of giving desired information. I hope it will be useful 
to both the ordinary readers and the scholars of the Sikh 
Scripture, 
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-ADAM 

Source : (be Koran; the Bible 



Hvfemtice m dim Gnmtb Sahib % >"*^ <f) 

§fe 3t fi?Hfe WK3t XTBtll 

When God saw towards Adam with His unapproving eyes, 

how could he stay long in heaven then? 

(Bbaim Kabir, p. tl6V 

Comments : The reference about Adam in Guru Granth Sahib 
is a back-handed compliment. On the face of it, it can 
be translated thus : "When God showed his eyes to 
Adam, he enjoyed heaven gready." In the first few 
chapters of the Bible, it is stated that after God had 
created the universe, he took some of the dust of the 
earth and created Adam, a man. He was kept in the 
Garden of Eden, where there were fruit trees, rivers and 
other things, which he could desire. But still Adam was 
a lone man. Therefore God created his wife Eve from 
one of his ribs. Both of them lived happily. They had 
been forbidden by God to eat the fruit of one of the 
trees This tree was the Tree of knowledge of Good and 
Evil The couple did not yet know the evil. One day the 
devil entered the Garden in the form of a snake and 
persuaded Eve to eat the fruit of the above-mentioned 
tree Eve tasted some of it and gave some to Adam. Thus 
on the inducement of the devil, they broke the law ot 
the Garden and no longer remained innocent. As a 
punishment, they were driven out of the Garden. They 
had disobeyed God and had brought evil into the world. 

AD BHAVANI 

Source : Puranui 
Reference in Guru Cramb Sabib: , 
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You are called Ad Bhavani, Where do you hide yourself 
when you have to grant salvation? * 

(Gvnd Namcivv, p. 874} 

Comments : The word Ad means 'from the beginning' and 

Ihus ^rfBtewmi may connote the Shakti of Shiva. The 
word Ad « so gives the sense of 'the first' or 'ti e 

^S 'ftfT mi may b£ herniated from ^ 
^^&/z or Primal Power. 



AGASTYA 

Source: Mahal^R amay Uttara ^ 
Devi Bhagavara Parana, Skandha Purana. 

Reference in Guru Gmnth Sahib: 

Though ambrosia, moon, elysian cow, Lakshmi, the 
^aculous tree ' *• W«( steed and the phy Jean 

(Dhctnasari Trilochan p 6$>5) 

Episode : in the above reference, the name of Agastya has not 
been given, but it is impiied. Agastya was . g reat risk) 
Cseer) of ms time. When Indra killed Vritrasura a demon 
who was an enemy of gods, his allies, the Kalakeva 
demons htci themselves at the bottom of the ocean, from 
where they used to come to the earth and devour the 
Brahrruns, ruthlessly killing them. They also caused 
much damage to the hermitages of Vasishtha and 
Cyavana. The Brahmins on earth were terribly afraid and 
prayed to the gods to protect them. The gods entreated 
Vishnu for the protection of Brahmins. Vishnu told them 
feit unless the ocean was dried up and the Kaiakeya 
demons were caught, nothing could be done and this 
task could only be performed by Agastya. Agastya could 
not refuse the request made by gods, therefore he 
m.ratulously drank the whole of the ocean, to the 
wonder of all the spectators. The gods caught hold of 
ail the demons and killed them. But now another 
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problem arose for which the gods were told by Vishnu 
that the ocean would be filled again when Bhagirath, by 
his penance, would bring the Ganges on the earth. 
There is another version of the above episode. In order to 
save the world from the wrath of the demons, the gods 
arranged a sacrificial feast (Yajna) to which the ocean 
was also invited, but he did not come because of his ego, 
therefore Agastya drank him. When the beings of the sea 
began to writhe in agony, because of the want of water, 
Agastya, made water and filled the ocean again. This is 
the reason of the saltishness of the water of ocean. 

Comments : When the ocean was churned by the gods and 
demons jointly, fourteen precious gems (Chaudeb 
Ratan) came out of it. They included the ambrosia, 
moon, elystan cow, Lakshmi, the miraculous tree, the 
sun's steed and the physician Dhanantar. But still the 
water of the ocean could not become sweet and 
remained saltish because of his past Karmas. 

AGNI 

Source : Vedic hymns addressed to Agni the god of fire, Various references 
to Agni are found in Mahabharata and Devi Bhagavata. 

References in Guru Grarttb Sahib : 

feHH 1 ^" WdlAi WSfu fe** 1 **! II 

(^W WW X: ? r if. BiH) 

Wonderful is the fire which works wonders. 

(Var Asa M 1, p. 464) 

Agni is called Baisantar Devta (Var Asa M. 1, p. 473)- Its 
other names are Pavak and Tejas. It is an evolute from Air 
(Paun Devata) and labours hard like him under the Fear 
of the Lord. 

nnFPsf w&r Hdy 9 1 d i Pa 3O11 
ud^l sir ft& irarfa- s£hi 

(ttmPV* ^*T&t X: % V. Vtot) 

When the sun blazes in the sky, the earth is roasted and 
her sap is dried by the fire of the sun, 

ffiammaba Tukbart M, 2, p, IJ08) 

enro xfir fps% & Wag wfw Huftf ^fe mftd n 

(WfaWX « if. ?3W '| t 

The sun is the main source of heat (Agni) and light. The 
fire is latent in wood. Guru Ram Das says : "The fire is 
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locked in the wood; it is struck only by the person, who 
knows the method." 

(Kaiyatt Ai, 4 t p, 1323) 

Just as the fire of the womb Is within the body, the fire 
of maya is out (of the body), 

(Ramkali H 3, Anatul, p 921) 

feH?!^ »HHTfis" g^t ftf?r *»ra^ ft 

w & f w 

w ^Qd'Kl^r itepft fsTf?>T a% yoTO rr 

(HEW H: 9, 1/ 1814} 

The desire is also a kind of fire, which can be extinguished ft 
by the Name of the Lord. There is also a mention of the fire | ; 
of the forest (Dawa Agan) t which destroys the plants and 
trees of the forest as well as die insects, birds and animals. 

(pp , 120, ?3Z 1416) ' 

^tH^ WftToT H^ttlfr WT\ LTfHtt 

wfe k ? P i j 

A little spark of lire is enough to burn down a huge stack 
of firewood. 

(Sowih M. l t p. 63?) 

ftr^ frftHfe B¥ ^fr n 

The fire is also a great purifier. It purifies the metaL 

(Shahk Fund, p. 7380) 

infl ^ ur^ jpfirii hwh ^ it ^ 

The fire of hell is meant for the sinners. The abode of the 
sinner is in the fire, 

(Bbairv Nffmctev, p. 1165) 

From water, heat CAgnD and electricity are produced. f 

(Mam M l t p. 1033) \ 

Episode : There is no direct reference to any episode about 
Agni, the god of fire in Guru Granth Sahib, 

Comments : We produce below a quotation regarding Agni, 
the god of fire, as given in Epics, Myths and Legends 

14 



* India (p. 28) by P. Thomas. It conveys the 

ou. of dry Cdea* wood 

is his growth NMT * b ° nQurished by the 
rannot nourish nim, out llc h - 
SSos of clarified butter which are poured «*> h» 
mouth and which he consumes. 



AHALYA 

Source : Valmiki Ramay™, Sarifcogara 

Inferences in Guru Cranib Sahib: 

^ tk*t few nr 3* 3- 

kiritt of cods was fascinated. He repenceu in m 

2SJ [? .hcusa.d MR. of vulva ,, M4J 

The god Indra waUed and wept, when he received a 
thousand mark, of vulva ^J**^ ^ fc# «, 

The wife of Gautama, who had been turned into a stone, 
was saved. (Com) m „ icte „, p . 874) 
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Episode : Gautama, the sage, was the Guru of India, the king 
of gods, He had a very pretty wife named Ahalya. On 
seeing her enchanting beauty, India was highly 
fascinated. While the sage was out for taking a bath, 
Indra entered the hermitage in the guise of the sage 
and took bed with Ahalya. Indra was not left the place 
still, when the sage returned. Indra and Ahalya were 
both cursed by the sage. Indra had to lose his testicles 
and his body was tainted with a thousand marks of 
vulva on his body. Ahalya was to be turned into a 
stone. On her entreaties, the sage took pity on her and 
declared that she would take her original form, the 
moment Sri Rama touched her in Treta Yuga. 

Comments : It is said in the Ramayana, that Sri Rama, while 
wandering in the forests of Dandaka, touched Ahalya 
with his feet and restored her to her former state. 

AJA 

Source : Mahabharata, Anushasana Parva. 
Also Raghuvansha of Kalidasa, 

Reference in Gum Granth Sahib 

Aja wept, when he was made to eat the dung he gave in , \< 
charity. 

(Var Ramkali M. 3* Sbalok M. 1, p. 953) 

Episode : Aja was a king of the solar dynasty. He was the 
son of king Raghu, father of Dashratha and grandfather 
of Shri Rama. Once a hermit came to him and asked 
for charity. He was in his stable and inspecting the 
horses. At first he did not pay attention to the request 
of the hermit, but when reminded, he in his pride and 
anger gave some dung to the recluse, which was 
accepted and preserved by him. As the time passed, 
the dung increased in volume and size. On an hunting 
expedition, the king thought of testing the modesty of 
his wife, therefore, soaking his clothes in a deer's 
blood, he sent them to his queen, giving the 
impression, that he had passed away during the 
expedition. The queen full of extreme sorrow and 
anguish, became a 'Satf , The King out of repentance 
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for his action, left his kingdom and resorted to the 
forest. There he went to the same hermit, whom he had 
given the horse's dung in charity. The hermit offered 
to him the dung from the preserved heap. The king 
felt highly ashamed and wept for his rudeness and 
arrogance. 

Comments : Aja means unconquerable. It is one of the 
names of Brahma also. The above episode exhibits the 
punishment for the rude behaviour. One has to feel 
ashamed and penitent. 

AJAMILA 

Source \ Bhagavata Pur Ana 

References in Gum Gmnlh Sahib 
This name occurs singly and with others in several verses 
of the Sikh Scripture, Where it occurs .singly, there is 
pointed reference to his life -incident, e.g. 

»fr™* »fer nfir <vd'fe«s ^ *W$n 
;rt arfe HaflBq & ^rfar fe?r Mfij wt II 

o*>mff Hi tf, f*v 

At the time of his death, Ajamiia grew conscious of Narayan 
(God); he attained in an instant that state, which the great \j 

Yogi desires to attain. I 

(Kamkali Af, 9, p~ 902) V 

(tt H: &> V. ttV \ 

Ajamiia exhibited his love for his son and shouted out his 
name Narayana. His faith pleased die mind of my Lord, who 
smote and drove oui the myrmidons of Yama (Death). , 

(Nat M. 4> p, 981) \ 

CNarayana was also the name of the son of Ajamiia) 
Episode : Ajamiia was the son of a Brahmin. Once he was 
sent by his father to bring twigs from the jungle to make 
the sacrificial fire, There he was fascinated by the 
beauty of a Shudra woman, whom he married. He 
forsook the idea of returning home and lived with his 
Shudra wife, who bore several children, The name of 
his eldest son was Narayana. Ajamiia became absorbed 
in all types of vices. When at the ripe age of eighty- 
seven, the messengers of Yama came, he was 
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frightened and shouted loudly the name of his eldest 
son Narayana. It is said that NARAYANA (God) 
appeared there and drove away the messengers of 
Yama. From that day, he relinquished all vices and 
became a true devotee of Lord-God. Because of his 
great penance, he attained salvation. 

Comments : Through this episode, it is illustrated that even 
the highly vicious persons like Ajamila can attain 
salvation. 

AJRAIL (AZRAIL) 

Source : Muslim scripture, the Koran 

References in Gum Grantb Sahib ■ 

The angel Ajrail crushes the evil-doers in the crusher like 
the sesame seed. 

(Gauri Ki Var M. 4 r Shulok M, 5, p. 315) \ 
'HiHd'cl^ UFg firg H^r nrrcp^H 

(fy&dl H: v r if. $38} I 1 ^ 

He, who is dependent on Thee, O Lord ! Ajrail is the friend L^' 
of thai: person. 

(Tilang M. 5, p, 724) 
ffimHf 3? W*V H: 3, TT&^ H: % 

The rebels will be called to account; the angel Ajrail will v ,\ 
surround them for punishment. W 

(Ramkali Ki Var M. 3 S Shulok M. i, p. j 

fU»f T fH>>r g^Ftm* >h^t fear^ ^fi^n \i* 

When die Malik-ul-Maut (the angel of death) will come 
after breaking all the doors; those dear brothers will bind 
you and send you for burial... ~ 

(Shahk Farid t p. 1383) 

Comments : Ajrail (Azrail), one of the archangels, is the 
angel of death. He is called Malik-iiUMaut in Persian. 
He becomes the guest of everyone on the fixed day 
and time. He punishes the evil-doers and is a friend 
of the virtuous, and devotees of the Lord. 
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AKRURA 

Source ; Bhagavata Purana 

Reference in Gum Grant h Sahib; 

OuQ *HgT<jj izf#r$s t^h 7 ^rfe oiyld firafe* *rfa>HMi 

Oodho, Akrura (of the Dwapara age) and Trilochan, 
Namdev and Kabir (of Iron age) got their sins effaced by 
remembering the Name of the Lord and the same 
undeceivable Name, which ferries the saints across the 
world -ocean , came into the mind of Guru Amar Das. 

(Swayye Mabte Teeje Ke t p. 1393) 

Kpisode : Akmra was an uncle of Sri Krishna and also his 
faithful ally and well-wisher When Kansa planned to 
kill Krishna and Balabhadra, he conducted a festival, 
Akrura was sent by Kansa to bring the two brothers 
for the festival. He understood the plot and informed 
Krishna about it. He also advised Krishna to kill Kansa. 

Akrura fought against Jarasandha on the side of Krishna. He 
became famous as a commander of Yadava army, On 
another occasion, he was sent by Krishna, Balabhadra 
and Oodho to get tidings about Kunti and the Panda vas 
from Hastinapur. 

Comments : Being a great devotee of the Lord, he achieved 
salvation, 

ALLURING DAMSELS OF HEAVEN (APSARAS) 

Source : Pur anas (Vishnu and Agni), Valmiki Ramayana, Bala k and a 

Reference in Guru Gmnlh Sahib . 

**raft ctu?t u# u# 

(WW H: % 1/ 183) 1 



If the clothes be of heat and cold and the food be of the 
wind, the alluring women of heaven be there e verywhere r 



OR '..p. 



The alluring women of heaven may all go away. Still I may j 
P raise Thee, O Lord ! and the eagerness of my utterance 
may not diminish. 

(Var Majh, Mi 1, p. 142) 

Comments : The reference to the alluring women of heaven 



is r in fact, a reference to the Apsaras, who are said to 
reside in the heaven of Indra. They rose from the milk- 
ocean at the time of its churning. They are celestial beings 
in resplendent forms. None of the gods could wed them 
because they did not undergo purification. Therefore, 
they became women of easy virtue and wives of 
Gandharvas. They are also presented as a reward to 
heroes fallen in battle. Some of the important Apsaras are 
Menaka, Rambha and Thilothama, who are sent by Indra 
to shake the virtue of penitent sages. 

AMARAPURI (AMARAVATI) 

Source : Devi Bhag&vata Purana Tor AmamvatJ 

Reference in Guru Gmnlb Sahib: 

wra^yHr fan B u^n 

In the Sikh Scripture, instead of Amaravati, the word 
Amarapiiri has been used, 

"Ineffable is the discourse of AmampuH (the immortal cityX 
He also attains unto it, whom the Lord blesses. 11 

(Swayye Mabk* Cbautbe Ke, p. 1398) 

Comments : Amaravati is the city of Indra, the king of the 
gods. In Devi Bhagavata its location has been described 
as follows : "The world of Brahma extends over 
10,000 yojanas on the Mahameru mountain. There are 
eight cities, each of which measures 2500 square 
yojanas in extent. In the centre of Mahameru is 
Brahma's city called Manovati and to the east of 
Manovati is Indra f s city Amaravati. Other cities belong 
to Agni, Nirrti, Varuna, Vayu, Kubera and Shiva, 11 

Amaravati conveys the idea of an eternal city, but according 
to the Adi Granth all the gods and goddesses will 
ultimately pass away, therefore the concept of 'Eternal 
City" with regard to Indra cannot hold good, The 
concept of Amarapuri with regard to the Lord -God, 
who is Immortal and Eternal, propounded by the Sikh 
Gurus and the Radical Saints in the sense of k An Eternal 
City 1 is virtually justifiable- Other names of such a city 
mentioned in the Sikh Scripture are 'Abichal Nagar 1 
(Everlasting Ctty) p. 785 and 'BegumpunV (The City of 
Bliss) p, 345. 
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AMBARIKA (ABARIKA) 
AMRIKA (AMBARISHA) 

Source ; Bhagavata Purana 

References in Gum Gmnth Sahib; 

mrafc* ^ Ml 

ABARIKA CAMBAEISHA) was granted the state of Fearlessness 

(Mam mm*** P- - 

nfezfe hw^t gaffiflg m#- **» ,,11 

Ambarika (Ambarisha) etc 

(Swayye Mable Cbaushe Ke, p. I40j) 

Episode : Ambarisha was a king of Ayodhya. He was twenty- 
eighth in descent from Ityshwaku. He was the son of 
king Mandhata. It is said about him that he was very 
regular in observing the Ikadashi fast. Once when he 
was busy in such observance, the sage Durvasa came. 
He had to be served with meal. Seeing the king thus 
engaged, the sage went to the stream to take a bath. The 
king waited for the sage, but he did not turn up. The 
king therefore, broke his fast. When the sage reached 
he came to know that before his arrival the king had 
broken the fast. He was in great rage and cursed the 
devout king. It is said that the rage of the sage created 
a demoness, who ran to kill the king. The king then 
prayed to the Lord to save him from the wrath of the 
sage The Lord sent his discus to protect the king. On 
seeing the Lord's discus, the sage ran for his safety in 
all the three worlds but no god could protect him. 
Ultimately, he went to the Lord, who advised him to go 
to the saintly king which he did and was thus saved. 

ANGARAI (ANGIRAS) 

Source: Mahafoharata 

Reference in Guru Gmnth Sahib : 

uhh^ m& tf&z* *P wMO-.ii 



Durba&a, the king Puru and the sage Angarai (Angiras) sang 

the Praises of Guru Nanak Dev* 

(Swayye Mable Pahle Ke, p, 1390) 
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Comments : The sage Angiras is said to be the author of 
many hymns of Rig Veda. He was one of the Sapt-rishis 
and one of the ten Prajapatis. It is also said that he 
was the fattier of AgnL He also agreed to become the 
first son of Agni, In one of the accounts it is stated that 
he was the son of Brahma and was born from his mind. 

ANN DEVATA 

(Personification of corn or foodgrain as god) 

Reference in Gum Granth Sahib . 

fW 5 7f 1 7? T HUTS* 1, (/ &J>3) I 

Corn-god, water-god, fire-god, salt and ghee was put the fifth. j ^ - ' 

(Var Asa M. J. p. 473) 

See : Pani Devata. 

ANSA AVATAR 

(The incarnation created for a limited purpose) 
Source ; Epics and Puranas 

References in Guru Gmntb Sahib i 

ftrft* ctht^^ gtr fe^twn 

fW ^773? H: 3> v! 

The Lord created the incarnations containing some portions 
of a god's power, who was thus absorbed in duality. They 
were like ruling kings engrossed in worldly affairs. 

(Var Gujri M. 3, p> 5l6j 

(W&l k tf, if. ' 

Several Purushas are Ansa Avatars, Who are standing at Thy ^ 
Court, O Lord! 

(Sarnng M. 5 t p. 1236) 

Comments : The Ansa Avatars are the incarnations, who are 
created mainly for one purpose Le, the killing of a tyrant 
for the sake of spreading righteousness. The Ansa 
Avatar may not be misunderstood for Hansa Avatar, an 
incarnation of Vishnu in Satyuga (or Kritayuga), who 
instructed Sanat Kurriara, die son of Brahma in order 
to dispel his ego, because even Brahma could not 
satisfy his son. 
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ARJUNA 



Source : Mahabharatfl 
References in Gum Granth Sahib. 
W % Wfe frT5T3 WIH^ *I M?^ 7 ^ 

<sr&g £ft frm grr erer grxraW h^># zr&*\\ 

¥1% 

In whose house, there are Atjuna, an aide-de-camp, Dhru, 
Prahlada, Arnbrika, Narada, Nejai, Siddhas, Buddhas 
alongwith ninety-two sponing Ganas and Gandharvas. 

(Muiar Namdev, p. 1292* 

Comments : Arjuna was the son of Kunti by god Indra. He 
was highly skilled in the use of bow, which he learnt 
under the great teacher Dronacharya. Out of the five 
Pandava brothers, he was the third. During the great 
war of Mahabharata, Krishna acted as his charioteer. 
He was very close to Krishna, who addressed him his 
celestial song (Bhagavad Gita). He was called Partha. 

See :Partha. 

ARUNA 

Source : Mahabharata, Adi Parva 

Reference in Guru Granth Sabib; 

Arun, the charioteer of the Lamp of the world (Le. the sun) . x 
and brother of Garuda, the king of the birds became a 
cripple on account of his past actions. 

fPhuuasari Trtluchan, p. 69^) 

Episode : Aruna was the son of Kashyapa (Brahma's son) 
by his wife Vinata. Kashyapa had two wives : Vinata 
and Kadru. Having been pleased by their services, he 
granted them boons. Kadru was to be blessed with one 
thousand naga (serpent) sons and Vinata with two 
powerful sons. Kadru laid one thousand eggs and 
Vinata two. After five hundred years, Kadru had one 
thousand sons. Vinata's eggs were not mature as yet, 
but she became so much impatient that she broke open 
one of her eggs and a half-developed child, Aruna, 
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Slf Ld S ' Whlch , became ™Y developed, hatched 
itself and her second son Garuda was bom 

On his premature birth, Aruna cursed his mother to live 

as slave of Kadru till the birth of her second son After 

pronouncing the curse, Aruna rose to the sky and on 

the advace of Brahma, became the charioteer of sun" 

rfiTw 7 S L andin ^ before 8od, the intensity 
of his heat may be reduced 

It is said that Aruna broke the legs of some birds in one 
of his previous births, therefore in pursuance of the law 
GarSa™' ^ * Cfipple * S the brother of 

Comments : One cannot escape the punishment of previous 
actions. K tvliJua 

ASWAMEDHA 

Source - Epics and Puratias 

References in Guru Grantb Sahib: 

lZl°TT f horse - sa ^ fee . ^^ting gold against one's 
own wcght, having a bath at Prayag, chey J not equal , 

7^: s TL°[:T mbenng the N3me and **** j 

(Ckmd Namdev, p. 873) 
'MHft^T rT^J cTt^ T^t w^ 

<^K Hfe HQ" ?7 V&ff 

fruit, they do not equal the me rit of the Name of the Lord. *} ' 

(Ramkalt Namdev p 973) i 

Comments : Any king, who performed this sacrifice was 
considered a conqueror and a king of kings. In this 
sacnfice, a horse of a particular colour was consecrated 
by the performance of certain rites; it was then let loose 
to wander at will for a specified period. The horse was 
followed by the representative of the king and his army 
If he horse returned triumphantly, the king was 
declared the greatest monarch, but if the horse failed 
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in its mission, the king performing the sacrifice was 
ridiculed. One who succeeded in the performance of 
such a sacrifice for a hundred ^times, enabled the king 
eo overthrow the throne of Indra and become the 
monarch of the universe and also gods. 

AVATAR (Incarnation) 

Source : Epics, Puranas 

References in Guru Grantb Sahib . 

>H ^^f ' d 7T H ' Ald irf^ll U^ftH^ *T^UH W^ll 

(mmft x: % if, rfs) i 

The Avatars do not know the limits of God; the Supreme y d \ J 0 
Ishvara, the Transcendental Lord is Infinite. \ 

(Ramkeiii M. 5, p. H§4) 

(fug w. t/ ( v. 

There are millions of incarnating Vishnus. 

(Bbairo M 5, p. 1156) 

U^fH WW >HQ^'d' It 

(W M 1, ti 1a3J) I, 

Under Cod's Will ten Avatars were created. 

(Main M, /, ' 

rw 7 ^ w< ^ 1/ 

The exploits of the kings created in various ages were sung 
as the feats of Avatars, 

(Asa M. 3, p. 423) 

Comments ; The word Avatar ordinarily connotes birth, but 
in Hindu mythology, it means the descent of a deity 
from heaven. There is mention of Avatars of Vishnu 
even in the Vedas. The anecdotes in the Epics and 
Furanas mainly turn upon the doctrine of incarnation. 
Twenty-two incarnations of Vishnu have been mentioned 
in the Bhagavata Purana, The god Shiva has also some 
incarnations. Ten incarnations of Vishnu are prominently 
described in Hindu Literature. The popular incarnations 
of Vishnu are Rama and Krishna. They were kings in 
their ages, therefore Guru Grantb Sahib specifically 
states that these kings of different periods were raised 
to the status of Avatars, 
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AVATARS OF VISHNU 

(Incarnations of Vishnu) 



Source; Epics and Puranas 

References in Gum Gma/b Sahib: 

There are millions of incarnating Vishnus. 

(Bhmm M. 5, p. / J S6J 

H ? r 1 

Under the WiU of the U>rd f ten incarnations Cof Vishnu) 1 A 
were created, 

(Mam M r l t p. WSJ) 1 
rC * H & *H^H^ ^ fe^ WBT H% iW^II 

iW?? JV-" 5, 

Krishan (Ii connotes Vishnu here) is always busy in 
incamaung himself; whom should then the world follow ? 

(Wadbans M. 3 1 p, 559; 

Comments : The number of Avatars of Vishnu have not 
always remained the same. In Mahabharata, the 
following ten, in order have been mentioned: 

1. The Hansa (Swan) 

2. Kachh or Kurma (Tortoise) 

3. Machh or Matsya (Fish) 

4. Varaha (Boar) 

5. Narsingh (Man-Lion) 

6. Vamana (Dwarf) 

7. Parashurama 

8. Rama 

9. Satvata, and 
10. Kalki 

In Bhagavata Purana, twenty-two have been described 
including Prithu, Dhanwantari and Kapila. In the Datum 
Granth, the Sikh Scripture, there is mention of twenty- 
four incarnations; but generally ten are mentioned ■ Four 
of Satyuga (or Krityayuga) viz. Matsya (Fish), Kurma 
(Tortoise), Varaha (Boar) and Narsingh (Man-lion); Three 
of Treta Yuga viz. Vamana (Dwarf), Parashurama and 
Kama; One of Dwapara Yuga i.e. Krishna and Two of 
Kahyuga viz. Buddha and the forthcoming KaJki 
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Guru Grantb Sahib rejects the worship of gods and their 
incarnations, because they are all the created beings 
and also prone to death. It lays emphasis on the 
worship of the Transcendental Brahman (Nirguna), 
Who is Immortal and Infinite. 

BABHIKHAN (VIBHISHANA) 

Source : Ramayana 
References in Guru Granth Sahib: 

(The Gurmukh) Rama killed the- egoist Ravana, the 
knowledge given by the Guru was like the secrets told by 
Vibhishana, 

Oiamlwii M. 1> Sulrfh Gwbta, p. 942) 

Wxf ^twr WtjcT orfaG 1 1 

The Lord bestowed kingship on Babhikhan (Vibhishana) - 
for a long time. 

(Mam plamdev. p, 1 105) 

Episode : Vibhishana was the younger brother of" the demon- 
king Ravana of Lanka. He was a righteous person and 
was against any act of unrighteousness. It was he who 
opposed the unrighteous act of Ravana in carrying off 
Sita by force. When Hamiman was taken in the 
presence of Ravana and claimed to be the ambassador 
of Rama; and also asked him to undo the wrong done 
by him in order to save himself from the vengeance of 
Rama; Ravana, in great fury ordered him to be put to 
death. At that time Vibhishana reminded his brother 
that as ambassador, the life of Hanuman was sacred. On 
another occasion, when Vibhishana advised Ravana 
about the restoration of Sita, the demon-king, in great 
ire, kicked him, In great disgust he left Lanka and sided 
with Rama. When the war ended with the slaying of 
Ravana. Rama installed Vibhishana as the king of 
Lanka, 

See : Ravana, 



BADDHIKA 



Source: Puramu, Mahabharara 

Heference in Gum Ctantb Scibib: 

Of 1 ? Ht V, V tWj ( 

Comments : The actual name of the hunter CBaddhika) is 
mennoned as Jara (which means aJJegorically old age 
He mmook the foot of Krishna as p£ of a deer, who 
was l yin g down in the forest of Prabhas Kshetra. His 
™ ky Krish ™- ™«i he came to know, wha 
he had done unwittingly, he requested for mercy and 

SrSven 8 ^ *" f ° rgaVe him 

See : Krishna. 



BAIKUNTHA (VAIKUNTHA) 

Source ; Puranas, Mahabharaia 

References ftt Cum Gmmb Sahib: 

h*aO & ^jt H 

m& erf whii 

^ 1^6 ^H^JJ 

^rftr crnfa *nr erotic ^rfljpr 
h'ujW^ ^Sr »rfijii 

Everyone talks of going there, but I do not know the 
s.tuataon of Baikumba. They do not know ^ 

asT'S T y memi ° n in tlielr talk. As long 

as the mmd hopes to go to Baikumha, till that time it 

™ -J* J*? *** Of the lord. I d6 not know * c 
temple of B ai kund la , its moat, dtadej and the plaster 
Except thts what can we say, says Kabir, that only the SS, 
Scmgat (congregation) is the Batkuntha. 

(Bhairo Kahir, p, u6l) 
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>H3Hfe did*! tra" HHT IT^T Udfd II 

Wherever the saint puts his feet, there are sixty-eight 
pilgrim-stations; there is Bmktintha and die Name of the \| fj \ * « 
Lord Is uttered there. 

(Hamkali M. 5, p. <S90> 

tT7> U'ffeS ufe ^ IFK II 

The salvation and liaikuntba are there in Sadb Sangal, the 
man of God abides in the Abode of the Lord. 

(DbafUksari M. % p. 682} 

Comments : Baikuntha (Vaikuntha) is the heaven of Vishnu, 
said to be situated on Mount Mem. In Mahabharata it 
is stated that Vaikuntha is entirely made of gold. Its 
circumference is eighty thousand miles. All the buildings 
are made of jewels. Vishnu is seated on white lotuses 
and Lakshmi sits on his right hand. The fragrance from 
her body spreads to eight hundred miles. 
The references given above state clearly that for a man of 
God, the Vaikuntha is only Sadh Sangat or holy 
congregation, where the Name of the Lord is repeated 
and the Praises of the Lord are sung. 

BALABHADRA (BALARAMA) 

Source \ Pa rati as and Mahabharata 

Refervnce in Gum Gfttnth Sahib : 

farfsr gpjrast n; a r ^) j 

Hari Himself likes the service of the Guru, Krishna and nM 1 
Ualabhadra meditate at the feet of the Guru. 

fCkniii Ctmreri Af. 4, p. 76.5) 

Comments : Balabhadra is another name of Balarama, the 
elder brother or Krishna, He is known as the incarnation 
of the white hair of Bra lima. In Mahabharata it is stated 
that Vishnu took two hairs, the white one and the 
black one. They became Balarama and Krishna, the sons 
of Devaki, Thus Balarama was of white complexion and 
Krishna of black. It is said that Balarama was transferred 
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from Devaki to Rohini, therefore he is considered the 
half-brother of Krishna. He was brought up by Nanda. 
He is often regarded as die eighth Avatar of Vishnu. Some 
consider him as the incarnation of Sheshanaga. He was 
a man of great strength and exhibited his might in several 
exploits alongwith his brother Krishna. He diverted the 
course of river Yamuna and killed the demons named 
Dhenuka, Fralamba and Dwivida. He taught both 
Duryodhana and Bhima the use of mace. He was married 
to Kevati and had two sons : Nisatha and Uimuka. When 
Arjuna stole away his sister Subhadra, with the connivance 
of Krishna, Baiarama pursued him, but the reconciliation 
was brought up by the intervention of Krishna, 

See : Das Avatars (Krishna)- 

BALI 

.Source : Puranas and Mahabharala 

References r>z Gutv Gmnth Sahib : 

rmT?r ert >MWt i i 

f^5" waifs' hTit ufejratii 

fmfsf h: 

The (demon) king Bah was inflated with ego because of 
his wealth. With great pride t he performed Yajtias 
(sacrificial feasts). Without getting the advice of the Guru, 
he was sent to the nether-world. 

(Gaitrl Af. l t p, 224} 

c(dQ ud=il vraft w^ft 3fvr mn?> w 

fl[T^t X: % V 

(Vishnu as) Varna na had asked for only two and a half steps ■ 
of earth (from Bali) ostentatiously, If Bali had comprehended 
Vishnu's form, why should he have been deceived and 
thrust into the net her- world ? 

(Prabbatt M. t, p. 1544) 

Episode : Bali, the demon king was the son of Virochana, 
grandson of Prahlada and great grandson of 
Hiranyakashipu. He was a good and virtuous king and 
through his devotion and austerities, he became very 
powerful. He humiliated the gods and defeated Indra, 
who went to Vishnu for help. Vishnu assumed the form 
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dwarf CVamana) and asked Bah for a boon of two 
and a h steps. When the boon was granted Vishnu 
SiThSlP such a big size that in t*o «^he 
sienoed over the heaven and earth. Because of BaU s 
S^^tohnu with his next step thmst ruin into the 
Sta^Ss and made him the king of j^™* 
Snd eenerally mentions three steps instead of two and 
germ of the legend or three steps is 
3 if the mi Veda. It is said that Shukra, the priest and 
fo^^^i^d him t o deal cautiously with the 
SStl^^to kind nature, the demon king 
^d^e boon to the dwarf (the Vishnu incarnate). 
See : Das Avatars (Vamana Incarnation)- 
I BALMIKA (VALMIKI) 

Source: Ramayana 
Refermce in Gimi Gwtith Sahib: 
^^BU^Bf^ 

Da .m ika , the w<m p— * < chandak0 attained 

emancipation (Mm w 5 p gg® 

5 5Sf£ SS« S sage kept her under *e 
lame of his wife and female servants. Sita's two sons 
Wv?and Kusha, were then born in the hermitage of 
ST-sSf The young ones were brought up and g.ven 
Si cr,e required education with the greatest care. The 
sageTs 3d to have taught his poem to then, Thus he 
sale himself is one of the characters of Hama>an, 

BARANA (VARUNA) 

Source i Vedas and Puranas 

Itofv twice in dftnt Grttuth Sahib: 

»rf7^r I' 

urm u: *i, 

There arc many BaranM..- (Sam M> 5. P 
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Comments : He is the gad of ocean and sovereign of waters. 
He carries a noose called Naga-Fasa for binding 
offenders. His favourite resort is Pushpa-giri (flower- 
mountain) and his city is Vasudha-nagara. He is one 
of the oldest of the Vedic deities. 

BASAKA (VASUKI) 

Source: Mahabharata 
References in Gum Gmnlb Sabib: 
y*Hc< mfe HrT fHHtldftJ II 

Millions of Vasukis (Basaks) form Thy bed, O Lord ! 

(Bbain> Kabir, p. 1163) ry, 
rT* ^ UltV THTH tt\ ^'H^ HH ^wmil 

In whose house, Basak (Vasuktf of one thousand hoods 
spreads itself like a bed..,. ^ J. 

fjWij&rr Namdev, p. J2ft?; 

fefir *i'Hcj A^- urfe^r orfa ^ut ii 

<wQ*?u g3^"f<*.tf*fe*HQ~ ortH^^TT^II 

(WW SB#F H if, tf£t) i 

Like father and grandfather, the grandson has the Lord's 
approval making the foundation of spiritual power, he 
made the rope of Vasuki and churned the ocean with the 
churning stick of Meru. He churned out fourteen gems and 
enlightened the world, 

( v <*r flitmkali Sana fkttuand, p. 968) 

Comments : Vasuki (Basak Nag) was the king of the Nagas 
(serpents) of the nether-regions (Patala). He was used 
as a rope, around the mountain Mandara, when the 
gods and demons churned the milk-ocean. He is often 
identified with the Shesha Naga of a thousand hoods 
and on whose coils, Vishnu reposes. The Sikh Gurus 
and the radical saints do not give any importance to 
gods and deities. Their Lord-God has created millions 
of such gods and deities. In the third reference given 
above, the myth of Vasuki and the churning of milk- 
ocean has been mentioned figuratively. 

See : Shesha Naga. 
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BASISTA (VASISHTHA) 

Source : Kama) ana. Fa rants, Mahabharata 

ftqfetvnce in Gum Gntntb Sahib 

^HrV HfHHfcf ufe ye'*;! ti 

JWJJF &t WW H: 8, V* i/t^/ 

The enlightened sage (Gurmukh) Basista, delivered the 
sermon about God (Hari). 

(Wadbans Ki \tar Af. 4, p. 590 

Comments: Vasishdia is one of the mast famous Indian 
sages. He was the author of several hymns of Rig Veda. 
In one of the hymns of the Rig Veda, he is called the 
son of Mitra and Varuna, born from the mind of 
Urvashi. He was the preceptor of the king Dasararha 
and on many occasions gave instructions to Rama, 
which are contained in YOGA VASISHTHA, It is said 
that lie had the wish -fulfilling cow Nandini with him 
and Vishwamitra wanted to possess it, therefore there 
was a great animosity between the two sages. 
Vishwamitra was a Kshatri and Vasishtha was a 
Brahmin. In order to possess Nandini, Vishwamitra 
wanted to become a Brahm-rishi like Vasishtha, but his 
royal pride stood in hLs way. In &ivat ego, he even 
killed the sons of Vasishtha, But ultimately when he 
became modest and humble, Vasishtha assisted him 
and he became a Brahm-rishi. According to Manu, 
Vasishtha was one of the seven great rishis and also 
one of the ten prajapatis. 



BAWANA (VAMANA INCARNATION) 

Source ; Puranas 
References in Gum Gmnth Sahib 

otdQ >*re T Ft uddl h*3tT y f *£<*> ^fu n 

OSttf tf: % If, 1388} 

Vishnu, who had assumed the form of Bawana (Varna na- 
dwarD, asked for two and a half steps of earth under some 
pretext, if (the demon king) Bali hud recognised Him h why 
could he has been deceived for going to the nether-regions 
CPatala) ? 

(Prttbbuti M 2, p 134'f) 



ju; crNfT n 

O Lord I Tliou has created the form of Bawana 

Comments; Through his great penances, the good and 
virtuous demon king Bali had defeated India and 
subjugated the three worlds. The gods appealed to 
Vishnu for protection, who assumed the form of a 
dwarf C Varaam). He asked for two and a half steps of 
the earth from the king, but enlarged himself to such 
an enormous size that only with two steps, he covered 
all the three worlds- Out of the reverence for the king 
for his kindness and for the devotion of his grandfather 
Prahlada, Vishnu left Patala for him. 

See: Das Avatars (dwarf incarnation) and Bali. 



BEETHALA (VITHUL) 

Source; Popular legend 

References in Guru Cmnth Sahib . 

Beethala is here and Beethala is there; the whole world 
js not without Beethala; within all the places, says Nama, I 
O Beethala, Thou an filling all the space 

(Asa Namdvv, p, 435) 
fW^ Jf^ «li«T & waft ^WrfFII 

^ Gfffim, if. 

O my Beethala, meet mc, wrap Thy arms around me. 

(Sri Raga Trllocimn, p. 92) 

Episode: A Brahmin named Pundalik was going on a 
pilgrimage from Deccan to Benares with his wife and 
aged parents. He adopted a very insolent behaviour 
towards his parents. In the way, in the town of 
Pandharpur, he was the guest of a Brahmin, who was 
a model of filial piety, in the morning when he woke 
up in his host's house, he saw three richly ornamented 
ladies doing menial work in the house. He was 
surprised and asked about their identity, but 
they called him a Chandala and did not like to disclose 
their identity. On his insistence, they told him that they 



3. 



were three river goddesses (Ganga, Yamuna and 
Sarasvati) and they served in the Brahmin's house 
because of his ideal behaviour towards his parents. 
This incident was an eye-opener for Pundalik, He gave 
up the idea of going further on the pilgrimage and for 
the rest of his life, he behaved in an exemplary manner 
towards his parents. Because of this devotion, Vishnu 
was highly pleased and inspired Pundalik with a 
portion of his own divinity. This deified saint was 
renamed Vithal or Vithoba. In folk-language, the word 
Vithal became corrupted to Beethala. Nowadays, there 
is a splendid temple in Pandharpur dedicated to Vithal. 
The radical saints and Sikh Gurus used the word Vithal 
(Beethal) for God Himself. 

BENARES (BANARASA, VARAN ASI) 

Source : Furmnas, MufaabbaraU 

References in Hum Cm tab Sahib. 

dlWl ft4cY tTUHTOfafr (V>Udl II 

§fr Tjf& ^ TT~J ?T **TOfcHftl U WdfJH vt OTT II 
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They have rosaries around their necks and glittering jugs 

in their hands — they cannot be called the saints of Hari, 
they are the Thugs of Benares (VaranasO. 

(Asa Kabv\ pp. 476) 

HA'SfH >HfH HHsTII 

f^V ?rw&§ if tS9) 

He lives on the bank of Asi rivulet in Benares (Varanasi). 

(Gond Namdw p 373) 

Comments : it is the sacred city of the Hindus, being a great 
religious centre. It is also called Kashi. After killing 
Kansa and restoring the throne of Mathura to Ugarsen, 
Krishna came to Kashi for higher education, because 
this city had been famous for higher religious 
education. There is an old belief that whosoever dies 
here, goes to heaven. Keeping in view this belief many 
people used to pass their last days of life here. Kabir, 
in his hymns, has rejected this belief. Some people used 
to get their heads sawed at Kashi for obtaining 
salvation. (Sorath M. 5, p. 642). 

See also KASHI. 
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BHAGIRATHA 



Source : Mahabharata, Bhagavata Puratia 

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib t 
rFddAsH HU m^t II 

(WPV X: 8, if. 1*4$) . ^ 

Jaharnavi (Ganges) was brought by Bhagiratha. 

(Malar M. 4, p. 1263) 

Episode : He was the son of king Dilipa, and a descendant 
of king Sagara. The horse of the Aswamedha Yajna of 
king Sagara had been led astray by Indra to the nether- 
regions (Patala) at the place of meditation of the sage 
Kapila. Sixty thousand sons of the king, who went in 
search of the horse were reduced to ashes by an angry 
glance of the sage because his meditation had been 
disturbed. Anshuman, the grandson of Sagara came to 
know of the fate of his elders and asked the sage for 
forgiveness. But water was needed for the last rites. The 
sage said that his elders could be brought back to life, 
if the sacred waters of the celestial Ganges could be 
made to flow over their ashes , Neither Anshuman nor 
Dilipa could do the needful in the matter. The task was 
ultimately accomplished by Bhagiratha, the son of 
Dilipa, He propitiated both Brahma and Shiva and 
brought the Ganges to the earth. Thence he conducted 
the waters of Patala, where the ashes of the sixty 
thousand sons of Sagara were watered and restored 
them back to life, They were purified by the sacred 
waters of all their sins and then ascended to heaven. 
See : Ganga and Jaharnavi. 

BHAIRAU (BHAIRAVA) 

Source ; Furanas 
Reference in Guru Granib Sahib . 

(WW If, tjff) 

He runs towards Bhairau, Bhuta and Sitala and gets as ass 
rolling in dust to ride upon. 

(Gond Namdev, p. 874) 

Comments ; Bhairau or Bhairava is another name of Shiva 
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in its terrible aspect. The wife of Shiva in this terrible 
aspect is called Bhairavi. Bhairava is an inferior 
manifestation of some portion of Shiva. He has the head 
of a dog. There are eight Bhairavas named Asitanga 
(black-Hmbed), Sanhara (destruction), Ruru (a dog), Kala 
(black), Krodha (anger), Tamra-chuda (red-crested), 
Chandra-chuda (moon-crested) and Maha (great). All 
these forms are indicative of something frightening. 



BHAVANI 

Source ; Puranas 
Reference in Guru Granib- Sahib . 

>|c(fa eft || 

(Brw Ttn&f, u" tie) 

You arc called Bhavani, who was from the very beginning. 
Where did you go a: the time of granting salvation? 

(Gond Namdev, p. 874) 

Comments : Bhavani is another name for Farbati 
Mahamaya. She is also called Durga and Uma. 

See : Ad Bhavani, Parbati, Durga , Uma, 
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BHISTA (BAHISHTA) 

Source ; The Semitic Scriptures 

References in Gum Granib Sahib : 

ti^ fe^Fr izmr dmfH ?r tret il,.., 
nry tra^fe crt? tT 1 ^ 3^ Srfe fsm^ Hdlcrt n 

iW W&fo, if. 8 to) 

He holds fasts, offers prayers and recites Kalimah, in this 

way Bhista (Bahishta) or heaven cannot be achieved 

Having comprehended himself, if one tries to know others, 

then he can become a resident of Bhista 

(Asa Kabii\ p. 480) 

You are impure and are not conscious about the Pure Lord, 
you have not known His secret. Kabir says you have thus 
missed Bhista and your mind is in consonance with -Dojaka 
(Dozakha — hell). 

(Prabhali Kabir, p. 1350) 
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Comments : Bhista or Bahishta is the heaven Qannat) of 
Muslims as described in the Koran. This paradise is a 
place that gives pleasure through each of the senses, 
Its inhabitants shall have fruit which they consider the 
best and also the flesh of the fowl that they desire. The 
faithful meets the young beautiful damsels there, who 
are known as houris. In Guru Grantb Sahib, we find 
their mention on page 1084. According to the Sikh 
Scripture, that person can only be a resident of 
Bahishta, who comprehends his Pir*s or Guru's 
discipline. (Maru M. % p. 1084). 

See : Houri. 



BINDRABANA (VRINDAVANA) 

Source : Puranas, Mahabharata 

References in Guru Grantb Sahib: 

fnVyA h?t ^rasr mSot %h?t qg^sg wrf %\\ 

idiQd? tfWfe, if. 

The alluring and bewitching Krishna grazes his cows in . 
Vrindavana. 

f Gauri Kubir, p. 33R) 
fW WW X ?, u! 

Krishna brought Parijata (wish-fulfilling tree) from heaven 
for his Gopi and was engaged in love in Vrindavana. 

(YarAsa M 1. p. 470) 

Comments : Vrindavana is a vana (forest) in the district of 
Mathura, where Krishna passed his youth among the 
cowherds. He is, therefore, called Gopala. His frolics 
with the Gopis at Vrindavana are very famous. He used 
to graze cows there along with other cowherds. 

BRAHMA 

Source : Puranas 

References in Guru Grantb Sahib. 

X & r if, l&O 

Brahma born in the navel lotus of Vishnu was called the 
son of Lotus- 

(Kanra M. 4, p. $305$ 
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K: 5, n. Wfl 

Brahma manifested the hymns of the Veda but extended j ■ 
the attachment of maya. 

(Wadbans M. 3, P 559> 

w % 

Only the maya of three modes came out from the mouth 
of Brahma, 

(Mant M. I, p- 1038) 
wjv ^ ?, wfl * 

J > 

Brahma was called great god r but could not know the limits y t 
of Lord-God. 

^quft ^r dg crt^r ??3rt wfewn 

w. 1, if. ?W 

Brahma did not realise that he was puffed up with ego. j ^ 
When he was in trouble because of (the theft of) Vedas, | ^ ' 
he repented, 

(Gauri M. 1. p. 224) 
^JVT H^F %H >Hfe > H T H T I! 

% ^T5f ^B>T < E T r tjt fetT urfe ^thtU 

^gjy? k ^ t2 w*; 

The recitation of Vedas originated from Brahma, from j s j \ 
whom, the gods of attachment and desire sprang forth. They , 
strayed in three modes and could not find their real abode. 

(Gauri M. 3, P- 230) 

Hu>fT Ihra fnfe ^rlw hit fiprfir h^hWii 

Brahma, who created all the world, under God 1 s Will, also . 

sings the Praises of Guru Nanak. 

(Suwyye Mahle Fable Ke, p. 1390) 

irgft quvr uife »rfe»f T ll 

Firstly, Brahma came into the house of death, He could not , \^ 
know the end of the Lotus of God (in which he was 
born)..,,. 
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(Gauri M. I. p. 227} 
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cffe ^jETH FT^T H'tTe* II 

f5fe$ w 4, -m^; 

Millions of Brahmas have been assigned the task of creating d ' 
the world, ^ 

UUiairo M. 5, p, I 156 J 

Episode : Brahma, one of the gods of Hindu Triad, is said to 
have been bom of a lotus that sprang from the navel of 
Vishnu, He has four heads. Originally he had five heads, 
one of which was cut off by Shiva. Brahma was 
bewitched by the beauty of his own daughter Savitri (she 
is also called Sarasvati and Gayatri), who in order to 
escape from his amorous glances sprang into the sky. 
There and then a fifth head of Brahma appeared. For this 
malicious act of Brahma, Shiva cut off his fifth head. The 
vehicle of Brahma is a goose. Each of the four Vedas are 
said to have sprung up from one of his heads. His 
heaven, called Brahm-puri, is eight hundred miles by 
four hundred and forty miles high. It is said to contain 
all the excellences of other heavens, All the beings 
created on earth are found there. The Supreme Being has 
assigned [he work of creation of the world to "Brahma, 
Once he became very egoistic. He wanted to know the 
end of the navel, in which he was born, but he could not 
do so even in thirty-six ages. The two demons, Madhu 
and Kaitabha stole the Vedas and hid them at the bottom 
of the ocean. Vishnu rescued them by assu ming the form 
of the Horse-headed incarnation (Hayagriva). Ultimately 
Ri al una will die after completing his span of life. His 
heaven will also come to an end. (Gauri M. 5, p. 237). 

See : Brahmadika, Madhukeet. 

BRAHMADIKA 

(Brahma etc.) or The Hindu Triad 
Source : Puranas 
References in Guru GYanth Sabib : 
^TH T f^^ H<WPtM II 

H^rt trat fiw ufa nv^ ii 

(dlQsfi H % tf. 3o$) | 

Brahma etc. and Sanaka etc. want to meet die Lord and 
also the YogLs t celibates and adepts. 

(Gauri Baimgan M. 5 r p- 203) 
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^UVF f«H6 HUH ^"hj'dl II 

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva contemplate about the Lord, but \f J - 'o 
they are bound by three modes and are far from salvation. 

^tnff ftn^ h^jF W ftfHyfenril 

(W 3^ Hr W, l/ f Of 8) 

Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva have extended the three modes. , 

( Var Mam Dakhne At 5, 1094) 

^JH 7 falg % ^13" HUft fefe H§H cf*¥ mTFtll 

(ffift K. 8 t V" J>9W 
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Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are diseased by the maya of 
three modes and work in ego. 

(Suhi M, 4, p. 735) | 

fsm& vreJu % nnfe f^jfe ^sfn f^rnt II 

The Triad of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva is lost in the illusion \q 
of three modes. j 

fRitmkttlt M i p WjJ 

Comments : The three gods Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva 
represent the modes of Rajas, Saliva and Tamas 
respectively, These three modes together constitute 
maya, hence they cannot see God, their Creator. Guru 
Nanak Dev says in Japuji ; "The Maya became 
conceived (by the Lord) and the three approved 
disciples manifested. The one was the creator, the other 
preserver (distributor) and die third one held court. 
They work according to the Will of the Lord and are 
Commanded by him. They look towards Him, but diey 
cannot behold him; this is highly wonderful/ 1 



BUDDHA 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Gmnth Sahib: 
U$ fFRT MTT 7T*r ^§T-., II 



There are many Siddhas, Buddhas and Nathas 

(fapiL f± 7) 

Comments : The word Buddha seems to have been used lor 
Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism. 
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Mythologically, he was accepted in Hinduism as the 
ninth incarnation of Vishnu. His great success as a 
religious teacher seems to have induced the Brahmin 
savants to adopt him as their own. As Vishnu's ninth 
incarnation he encouraged the wicked people to hate 
Vedas, reject the caste as well as the gods in order to 
hasten them to their destruction, 

See : Das Avatars (Buddha). 



BYASA (VYASA) 

Source : Vcdas, Epics and Puranas 

Reference* in Cunt Cmntb Sahib 

gp# LTf?r wb frrfo ^Tofd^- yl^'fcPKiJ 

The sage Byasa sings the Praises (of Guru Nanak Dev), He 
re Heeled on the Vedic Grammar. 

(Stvayye Mabte Fable A>, p. 1 JOOJ 

Byasa narrates the sayings of Narada, ask Suka about it. 

fMfirii Kciblr. p r 1 IQJJ 
(WBTH: 8. if, 13o?} 

Brahma, the son of Lotus (who sprang from the navel- lotus 
of Vishnu) and Byasa , the son of fish (fisher-woman 
Satyavati) performed austerities and became adorable, 

(Kama M. 4, p. 1309) 

Comments : Vyasa was a great Brahmin sage. He was the 
son of the sage Parasara and Matsyodari (called 
Machhodari). His mother was born of a fish, who had 
swallowed the semen of some sage. Parasara after his 
sexual contact with Machhodari named her as Yojana 
Gandhari (one whose body-fragrance spreads upto one 
Yojana i.e. about four miles). Yojana Gandhari was Later 
on married to king Shantanu, the father of Bhishma 
Pitamaha and was named Satyavati As mistress of 
Parasara, Yojana Ghandhari gave birth to Vyasa and as 
queen Satyavati she gave birth to two sons (both of 
them died young and childless). Their widows namely 
Ambika and Ambalika through niyoga with Vyasa gave 
birth to the blind Dhritarashtra and Pandu, (See the 
entries Gangeva Pitama and Vidur). 
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Vyasa performed great austerities in a forest and was also 
die father of the great sage Suka. He was a great author 
and compiler and is known as Veda Vyasa. He is said 
to be the compiler of Mahabhamta, the founder of 
Vedanta philosophy and the editor of the Puranas. In 
his works, he talks about the dynasties of the ancient 
kings and has recorded the sayings of many famous 
sages including Narada. His other name is Krishna 
Dwaipayana. 

CHANDA, CHANDRAMA (CHANDRA, SOMA) 

Source : Purnnas 
References in Gum Grantb Sahib: 
HcJiJT HH3far HHd T bdHdl fan^'A % II 
rT7> HU fHfS IW %\\ 

(Chandra) abides in the forehead of Shiva and bathes in 
die Ganges; though in his dynasty (Lunar) came Krishna, 
the incarnation of Vishnu (who has a how in his hand), j 
but still the blemish due to his past action (of acting as ' 
an accomplice of Indra in the seduction of Ahalya and 
abduction of Tara, the wife of Brahaspati) in not effaced. 

(Dbanasari Tnlocimn, p. 695) 

fW& W H: *?, i/, ti£8\ 

The sun and moon (Chanda) work under the Fear of the 
Lord- they traverse millions of miles and there is no end 
to their movement. 

(Vcir Asa M. I, p. 464 J 

Comments : In the Puranas, the moon is generally called 
Chanda or Soma. He came out from the milk-ocean, as 
a jewel when it was churned by gods and demons. Shiva 
took the moon as it emerged from the ocean. It is also 
written that Chandra was the son of Surya. It is also said 
that he was the son of Atri. The Lunar dynasty of kings 
begins from him. Chandra married the daughters of 
Daksha, the fourth of whom Rohini, was his favourite 
one. For this partiality the other daughters complained 
to their father. Daksha argued with him and on his 
insistence cursed him with a consumption that continued 
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Dakslu, then, restored him to health in fifteen davs 
That e X Iains th fiuctuallons ta ^ appearan e L e e n o ^ S e 

2S» ^ 35 of Indra in £e 

Tn hi lace rh aly H r 7 eiV , Cd a P*™** bJ ^ 

S L J r' ft Wife ° f g ° d Brahaspati and 
abducted her. For this sinful act, Varuna, his father 
(Because Varuna is the god of ocean and Chandra was 

Lakshm. wanted to restore the honour of his dishonoured 

ShSafor h 6 3 ParVatl t0 lnfluenCg her ^«banu god 
Snta wo St h6r ap P ea1 ' in exalt Chandra, 

sniva wore him on his forehead. 

See: Shiva and Indra. 



CHANDRA-HASA 

Source: MababfcaraU 

Refeivnce in Gum Gmntb Sahib- 

^ « « ( if 

As for Clwndrahasa, Dhrishta Buddhl was in great aguish 
He himself caused ,o bum (destroy) his own houT 

{Nat M, 4, p. 9H2) 

( omments : He was prince of a Southern' State His father 
was killed in battle and his mother became *" on tl 

several adverse circumstances. He was a man of 
devotion and faith. Dhrishta Buddhi , who rulTover 
h.s state, wanted to kill him, but after a variety of 
adventures he came to the throne again. 
See : Dhrishta Buddhi. 



CHANDRAVALI 

Source: Furamu 
Reference in Gum Granib Sahib: 

^JSjf ^f^rU^f wfe-KT , | 

* hj^H?T Hfo ^ht,, 

if ujq) 

In the period of YajurVfeda, the Gopl named Chandravali was 
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enticed by Kanha (Krishna) of thejadava race, who brought 
Parijata (the wish-fulfilling tree) for her (from heaven) and 
passed his days in Vrindavana in merriment and enjoyment. 

(Var Asa M. I, p. 470) 

Comments : Et was at the desire of his wife Satyabhama that 
Krishna carried off the Parijata tree from heaven. It is 
probable that Satyabhama and Chandravali may be the 
names of the same personality, but they can be 
different also, if the Gopi enticed by Krishna may be 
Chandravali and Satyabhama may be another Gopi, for 
whom the Parijata was brought from heaven. 

See : Parijata. 

CHANDURA (CHANURA) 

Source : Vishnu Pur ana 

References in Guru Gmntb Sahib : 

Kansa, Kesi and Chandur were not equalled by anyone. They 1 % 
did not comprehend the ix >:d, liervfafls they were dishonoured. 

(Gauri M I p. 225) 

(jftrffr X: B t if. £og) 

The Beloved Lord creates a child like Krishna and through 
him kills Chandura, Kansa and Kesi. 

fSoratb M. 4 t p. 60S) 

Episode ; He was a wrestler in the service of Kansa. He was 
killed i^y Krishna after a very severe contest. He was 
whirled round a hundred times and then dashed on the 
ground. His body was smashed into a hundred fragments, 

CHAUDAHA RATAN (CHATURDASA RATNAM) 

Source : Epics 
References in Gum Gmntb Sahib: 

(Guru Angad Dev) making the chuming-staff of the 
mountain and die rope of serpent Dasak CVasuki) churned 
the Guru's Word. He took out Chaudaba Ratan (Fourteen 
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sssusy 01 vinues and enlightened the worid ° f * 

(Tar Balwand, p. $$7) 

(Guru Amar Das.) made his spiritual strength the rooe „f 

world by taking CW«fc, ft**, of virt t es 
. ^ r °fSatSa Bahmnd, p 968) \ 

Episode : Once the sage Durvasa, having been presented 
with a garland of flowers by the monarchs of d^SSf 
decided to present it to Indra, the king of gods ^ 
god received it with great humility. Whin the^ g 
the god gave it to one of his elephants, who was 
playing with it, when the sage came blck Id 
happened » « t In . grea[ 4,,^^ ^ 
and the gods m his dominion to lose their energy and 

II ^ f ASUraS W w ^ ed ^ war agains Te 
gods, who had lost strength on account ofSe cun2 
of Durvasa^ Indra and other gods went to Brahma and 
Shiva for help, but they showed their heSsnel 
Then the god Vishnu was approached, who SlTS 

rtL^e o ° f AmHta (ambr ° Sia) C ^ only 

restore the ongmal strength. This could only be done 

by churning the milk-ocean and for this purpose a 27e 
with Asuras (demons) was necessary. ?hS L ^ce 
was declared. Mandara, the mountain was u^ed 

of gods and MulT^ 

teL Z ? ^ ° f Se ^ s was caugh 
from the nether regions. He was twisted like a roni 
around the Mandara. At the insistence of he LS! 

J 1 , AsUras were weakened by the 
poisonous breath of Vasuki. As the churning progrised 

me ocean Ctor^r itafcwww, the fourteen precious 
things, which were as follows : Precious 

I. Moon (It was taken by Shiva), 
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2. Parijata tree (It was taken by Indra). 
3^ Airavata, the elephant (It was taken by Indra). 

4. Surabhi or Kamadhenu, the cow (It was given to seven 
rishis). 

5. Varuni, the goddess of wine, with a bowl of wine, 
called Sura (It was drunk by gods). 

6. The Apsaras or nymphs, who were to live with the 
Gandharvas. 

7. The white horse Uchchaisravas (It was originally given 
to Bali, from whom it was taken by Indra after his 
defeat in the battle that followed the drinking of Amrita 
(ambrosia). 

8. The goddess Lakshmi (seated on a full-blown lotus and 
holding a water-lily in her hand) — Vishnu took her as his 
consort. She, the goddess of prosperity is also called Sri, 

9- A Conchshell, taken by god Vishnu. 
10- A Mace, taken by god Vishnu. 

11. A Jewel, called Kausthabha, taken by god Vishnu. 

12, Dhanwamari, the author of the Ayurvedic system of 
medicine. 

13- Bowl of Amrita (ambrosia) carried by Dhanwantari. 
14. A cup of poison. 

There was a scuffle between the gods and Asuras over the 
bowl of Amrita, The Asuras succeeded in seizing the 
bowl, but they began to quarrel among themselves as 
to who should be first to receive the nectar of 
immortality. Vishnu, in order to help the gods transformed 
himself into a most beautiful maid Mohini and enticed 
the Asuras. She told both gods and Asuras that both of 
them had worked hard for the attainment of Amrita } 
therefore they deserved equal share. Two separate rows 
were formed and at first the gods were served. When 
the last god had received the nectar, Mohini disappeared 
with the empty bowl, After that there was a terrible 
uproar and a fierce battle between the gods and Asuras. 
Since the gods had regained their strength, they 
defeated the Asuras and put them to flight. 

When the ambrosia was being served, one of the Asuras 
had disguised himself as a god and drank the nectar. 
This fraud was detected by the gods Surya (sun) and 
Chandra (moon), who were sitting on either side of the 
demon, They pointed it out to Vishnu, who immediately 
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cur him into two with his discus. Since the demon had 
partaken the nectar, both the portions remained 
animate. The upper portion is called Rahu and the 
other one Ketu, It is said that Rahu is the staunch 
enemy of the sun and moon and the eclipses occur, 
when he tries to devour them, 

As regards the cup of poison, it was drunk by the god Shiva. 
Because of this poison, his throat is dark-blue; the 
poison was held up in his throat. Moreover,' the 
poisonous snakes on his body represent this poison. 

Comments : In Cum Gmntb Sabih, the bards Satta and 
Baiwand had figuratively used this episode in order to 
exhibit the spiritual might of the Guru and his word. 
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CHITRA GUPTA 

Source: Puranas 
References in Gum Gmnth Sahib 

fe^r ^rtr^r fo*r=r ri 

PHUF H: W. if 

Chitra and Gupta write all the account of good and bad actions, , 
but they do not look towards the devotees of the Lord 

(Asa M< % p. 393) 
Ufe ^ H* >H7W >H^T f^rJ^" »TH^ XPf^nrW 

Meditating at the door of the Unknowable and Incom- 
prehensible Lord, one attained ihe Permanent Sear, where 
there is neither birth nor death nor transmigration, where the 
illusion and suffering ceases, where the script of Chitragupta 
Is torn and the messengers of Yama do not have any power. 

(Sri Raga M 5. />. 79) 
£fe fe^^ »ffp^ r irg# KfiT UtT Hfer 

f^fr tf: 4, £<fg) I 

CJosing the door and behind many curtains, one commits 
sin with the wife of another person, when Chitragupta asks 
for rhe account, then who will shield you ? 

(Sttmth M. 5, p, 616) 

Comments ; Chitragupta is the scribe or registrar of Yama. 
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When the messengers of Yama take the dead person 
to the abode of Yama, they are confronted with 
Chitragupta, by whom their good and bad actions are 
recorded, Yama calls upon him to read the accounts 
of their deeds. When the account is read out, a balance 
is struck. If the balance happens to go against any 
person, he is taken to hell, where he is tortured by the 
supervisors. The devotees of the Lord are not harassed 
Some believe that Chitragupta is only one person who 
keeps an account of both m>od and bad actions. But 
there are others who think that Chitra and Gupta arc 
two persons, One records only good actions and the 
other records only bad deeds. 

See : Yama, 

COSMIC EGG (HIRANYAGARBHA) 

Source i Rig Veda 
Reference in Guru Gmntb Sahib: 

d 1 ^ fe<S3" srh> ii 

fiqfe clftr ^d'd' II 

^ *tff fHdrt'ey'a' 1 ii 

f^rwv: H, ft?3t. if. rtf) I 

The True Lord created the world with his own huncUs. He \ 
broke tlie Cosmic Egg into nvo parts. He united the ends of 
both the parts, and separated them from each < it her from the 
middle. (The middle portion became the space). In this way 
he made the earth and the sky as places fur living. He created 
day and night and also fear and love. He Who has created. 
Perceives His creation, there is no oiher Creator, 

(IWau'tt! M I, Than, /j. H39J 

Comments : 71 le above reference is a pointer to the Cosmic 
Egg or Hiranyagarbha, which is a name for Brahma, 
because he is said to have been born from the Golden 
Egg, Guru Nanak Dev has rejected the myth given in 
the 121st hymn of the tenth book of Kig Veda, wherein 
it is stated that Bra lima, the herd of ail beings upholds 
heaven and earth, and gives life and breath. According 
to this hymn, Brahma is the god of all gods and all 
the gods obey his commands. Guru Nanak Dev does 
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not consider this Great god as Brahma, but only the 
Transcendental and Immanent Brahman. 



DAHSIRA 

Source ! Ramayana 
Reference in Cunt Orel nth Sahib . 
& HTfpnr ^jftTH..... II 

(ma w 7 ^ ? enfa. w: % v! *m?/ 

Sita was (forcibly) taken away by Dahsira (Havana), 

(Sbatats Varan Tv Vadbik, M. /, p. 74/2; 

Comments : The word Dahsira means 'of ten heads' and it 
is an epithet used for Havana, the king of Sri Lanka. 
In Ramayana he is described as having ten heads, 
twenty arms and copper-coloured eyes. 

See : Ravana, 



DAROPADI (DRAUPADI) 

Source : Mahabharuta 
References in Cum Grant h Sahib : 
fmra?? Oqdl j| 

By remembering (the Lord), Draupadi, the daughter of king 
Dfaupad was redeemed. 

(Gortd Namdev. p. 814) j 
^dH»H<S Eft »fHH t^HH II 

In the court of Duhsasana, Draupadi was saved Cby the 
Lord), when her clothes were being taken off. 

{Malt Gaitm Namdev, p. $88) > 

^& ^tT TT^r nfij WW H^H gftr WHT II 

§■ ^ ^jfdG cra^T fr »ru?rt tftr y^^l n 

QFWH: f, V. loot) 

Panchali (the daughter of the king of Panchal i.e. DraupadO 
thought of the Lord in the royal court; the Merciful Lord ^0 
removed her suffering and enhanced His own Honour. 

(Marti M, % p. 1008) ' 

Comments : Draupadi (also called Draupad-Suta and Panchali) 
was the daughter of Drupada, the king of Pane hah In 
her swayyamvara, Arjuna, one of the five Pandavas 
became the selected bridegroom. But when the five 
brothers reached home with Draupadi, they told their 



mother of the great acquisition, she told them to share 
the same. Thus Draupadi became the common wife of 
all the five Pandavas. In the gambling match with 
Kauravas, Yudhishthira lost everything, his kingdom, his 
brothers, himself and their wife Draupadi. Thus Draupadi 
became a slave. She was called by Duryodhana to come 
and sweep the room. When she refused, she was 
dragged by Duhsasana, the younger brother of 
Duryodhana by her hair, Duryodhana invited her to sit 
on his thigh. Moreover, her garments were ordered to 
be taken off. The Pandavas could not come to her help, 
In this state of predicament she remembered Lord 
Krishna, who restored her garments as fast as they were 
torn. She vowed that her hair would remain dishevelled 
till she was not avenged by her husbands, After the 
twelve years of exile by the Pandavas, they had to 
remain incognito for another year. During this period, 
Jayadratha, the king of Sindhu, took away Draupadi 
forcefully, Bhima and Arjuna followed him and suitably 
punished him. Within this thirteenth year, Kichaka, the 
commander-in-chief of Virata annoyed her by his 
importunities and insults. Bhima killed Kichaka and 
saved Draupadi. She had five sons, one by each 
husband. On die last night of the great war all these five 
sons were killed by Aswatthaman mistaking them to be 
the five Pandavas. Arjuna avenged this act of 
Aswatthaman by taking from him the celebrated jewel, 
which he wore as an amulet. When the Pandavas retired 
from the world and went on their journey towards the 
Himalayas and Indra r s heaven, she accompanied them 
but she was the first to fall on the journey. 

See : Duryodhana and Krishna. 

DAS AVATARS 

(Ten incarnations of Vishnu) 

Source ; Epics and Parana* 

Reference's, hi Gum Granth Sahib: 

H: 1, if. 1o3J>} 

Under the God's Will ten incarnations were created. 

(Maru M. 1, p. 1037) 
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w: <?, *o«J ) 1 

Ten incarnations were created out of Shunya. 

(Mam M. l f p. 1Q3S& 

*xQ3^ life II 

ftftT? >/. t/ H v" ^stPj | / 

The Leo incarnations led kingly lives,., 

(Suhl M. 5, R 747) \ 

Episodes : 

The incarnations of the Satyuga : Macbh, Kachh, Varaha and 
Narsingh, 

MACHH (MATSYA) AVATAR Cfish incarnation) : According to 
Puranas, Vishnu appeared before Manu in the form of 
a fish and predicted the impending deluge and in this 
way saved him from universal cataclysm. The incarnation 
propelled Manu's ship across die waters to the 
Himalayas. 

KACHH ( KU RAIMA) AVATAR (tortoise incarnation): Vishnu 
assumed the form of a tortoise, which served as a 
resting place for the mountain Mandara. This mountain 
was used as a churning staff by the gods and demons 
for the attainment of ambrosia, 

VARAHA AVATAR (boar incarnation) : In the beginning there 
was water all around, through w T hich the earth was 
formed. Vishnu assumed the form of a boar and raised 
up this earth. He then created the whole world. 
According to another version, the demon king 
Hirunyaksha propitiated Brahma by penances and 
received a boon that he would not be hurt by god, 
man or beast, but through an oversight he forgot to 
include the form of a boar in the list of beings. In his 
pride, he even dragged the earth to the nether-regions 
under the waters. Vishnu assumed the form of a boar 
and saved the earth from the clutches of the tyrant king, 

NARSINGH AVATAR (man-lion incarnation) : Hiranyakashipu, 
the brother of the demon- king Hiranyaksha, also 
propitiated Brahma like his brother and got the boon 
that he would not be killed by a god, man or beast. 
He could neither die during the day nor during the 
night, neither inside nor outside his home. In his pride, 
he prohibited all forms of worship in his kingdom, He 
had a son named Prahlada, who was a staunch devotee 
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of Vishnu. The tyrant-king declared himself as all 
powerful. He used all types of tortures upon his son, 
but could not make him give up his devotion for 
Vishnu. One day when Prahlada was chanting die 
Praises of the glory of Vishnu, the demon questioned 
his son as to where his Deity was at that time, "He is 
everywhere/ 1 answered Prahlada. The demon pointing 
out towards one of the pillars nearby, asked : "Is He 
there in this pillar?' 1 "Yes," said Prahlada. Then, in great 
fury, the demon kicked the pillar, saying. "I must kill 
Him then." Suddenly there sprang forth Narsingh, the 
man-lion, out of the pillar and tore Hiranyakashipu to 
pieces. It was evening, neither day nor night; the tyrant 
was killed on the doorway, neither inside nor outside 
his home. The Chastiser of the demon was a man-Iron, 
neither god nor man nor beast. 

The incarnations of Treta Yuga : Vamana (dwarf), Parashurama 
and Ramchandra, 

VAMANA AVATAR (the dwarf incarnation) : The demon-king 
Bali, who was a grandson of Prahlada was ambitious 
and wanted to extend his dominions. For this purpose, 
he began to perform a great sacrifice, India, the king 
of gods feared such a sacrifice, because it was intended 
to drive him away from his kingdom. Bali was 
successful in his errand. The gods were thus 
vanquished. They propitiated Vishnu by penances and 
prayers and he took birth as the son of Brahaspati as 
a deformed dwarf. When he grew up, he went to Bali 
and begged alms from him. Bali was famous for his 
generosity and he told the dwarf that he could have 
anything he wanted. The dwarf asked for three paces 
of land. With his miraculous powers, he grew to an 
immense size and measured the three worlds with only 
two paces. There was no land for the third pace. Bali 
was accused of not fulfilling his promise, therefore he 
was sent to the nether-regions. It is said that Bali, in 
great humility, asked the god to place his third step 
on his head. For his righteousness, he was then 
rewarded by Vishnu and given the kingdom of Patala 
(nether-regions), He was also given a boon to become 
Indra in the reign of the eighth Manu, 

PARASHURAMA (the sixth incarnation) : He is also called 
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the Rama of the Axe + He belonged to the first struggle 
between the Brahmins and the Kshatriyas. He was the 
son of a Muni called Jamadagni. His mother Renuka 
was a lady of Kshairiya caste. According to the custom, 
the children followed the caste of their mother, 
therefore Parashurama was a Kshatriya by birth, though 
he espoused the cau?>e of Brahmins and later on himself 
became a Muni, 

One day, the mother of Parashurama went to take a bath in 
the river, where she saw a handsome amorous pair 
sporting within the water. She took pleasure in voluptuous 
thoughts and in her mind desired the company of the 
handsome man. Her Brahmin husband beheld her 
polluted mind and in great anger ordered his sons to kill 
the mother. It was only Parashurama, who obeyed his 
father and received the boon of invincibility. 

Jamadagni had the celestial cow Surabhi in his hermitage. The 
king Kartavirya coveted the divine cow and took it away 
by force, when Jamadagni and his sons were absent from 
the hermitage. When Parashurama came to know of this 
deed of the king, he pursued him, killed him in battle and 
brought back the cow. The sons of the deceased king, in 
order to avenge the death of their father, attacked the 
hermitage and slew the pious sage. Parashurama was not 
at his home at that time. When he returned and came to 
know of the fate of his father, he swore chat he would 
extirpate the whole Kshatriya race. It is said that in his 
twenty-one campaigns he cleared the earth of ail the 
Kshatriyas and the Kshatriyas who exist at present are the 
sons of Brahmins, born of Kshatriya ladies* 

in the Ramayana, there is an account of the encounter 
between Parashurama and Ram Chandra, in which the 
latter was victorious. 

RAMACHANDRA (RAMA, the seventh incarnation) : He is the 
most celebrated of ail the incarnations. He was the son 
of Dasrath, the king of Ayodhya. He was born at the 
close of the Treta Yuga. Dasrath had four sons viz. Rama, 
Lakshmana, Bharata and Shatrughana of whom Rama 
was the eldest. He was married to Sita, the daughter of 
Janaka, king of Mtthita, Rama received her in the 
Swayyamvara, for his strength in breaking the bow of 
Shiva, in that king's palace. When Rama came of age, 
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Dasrath decided to install him on the throne, but his 
step-mother Kaikeyi, the mother of Bharata, put the 
obstruction. She wanted her own son to be the king. On 
an earlier occasion, she had been granted two boons by 
the king and on this occasion she insisted that Bharata 
should be installed on the throne and instead Rama be 
banished from the kingdom for fourteen years. Rama, 
therefore went into exile and his wife Sita and brother 
Lakshmana accompanied him. But as ill-luck would 
have it, during the exile Sita was carried off by Ravana 
and the war that ensued for her recovery is the subject 
of Valmiki's epic Ramayana, Rama and Lakshmana 
entered into alliance with the monkey-king Sugriva and 
his general Hanuman and a huge army of monkeys and 
bears was raised. In order to reach Lanka, the kingdom 
of Ravana, a bridge was constructed by the army. After 
that there was a great war. Many of brave warriors and 
heroes of the army of Ravana fell in the field. Ultimately 
Havana was killed and Sita was freed from the captivity. 
She was purified by the fiery ordeal and then Rama, 
Lakshmana and Sita returned to Ayodhya, where Rama 
ruled over his kingdom for a long time. 
The incarnation of Dwapara Yuga : 

KRISHNA (the eighth incarnation of Vishnu) : In the Treta 
Yuga, the demon king Ahuka had two sons, Devaka 
and Ugrasena. Devaka had a daughter named Devaki 
and Ugrasena, a son called Kansa, Devaki was married 
to Vasudeva, by whom she had eight sons. There was 
another wife of Vasudeva, named Rohini, Kansa had 
dethroned Ugarsena, his father and usurped his 
kingdom of Mathura. He had been told by Narada that 
a son of Devaki would kill him, therefore he 
imprisoned both Vasudeva and Devaki and slew six of 
their children. The seventh child Balarama was 
transferred by divine agency, before his birth, to the 
womb of Rohini. The eighth child was Krishna, who 
was preserved by gods from Kansa's vigilance by 
lulling the guards to sleep with the Yoga nidra 
(mysterious slumber). Vasudeva took away the baby 
and crossing the Yamuna river, exchanged it with the 
newly-born female chad of Nanda and Yashoda. Thus 
Krishna was brought up by the cowherd Nanda and 
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his wife. From his very childhood, the divine character 
of Krishna became apparent, He killed Putana, the 
female Daitya, the serpent Kaliya and the demons 
Arishta, Keshin and Kalanemi. He plucked up the 
mountain Govardhana and held it as a substantial 
umbrella above the land. Kansa, coming to know the 
prowess of Krishna and his brother Baiarama invited 
them to Mathura, having great malice in his mind, 
keeping in view the prophecy of Narada. The two 
young heroes came, but were humiliated. Ultimately 
Kansa was killed by Krishna and Ugrasena was placed 
on the throne. Several other exploits of Krishna are 
written in Mahahharata. He is the author of die 
celestial song Bhagavada Gita, wherein he expounded 
his great thoughts to Arjuna, He is known by several 
other names such as Vasudeva, Keshava, Govinda, 
Jan arciana , Dam oda ra , Narayana , Purushottama , 
Madhava, Madhusudana and Achyuta. 
The incarnations of Kaliyuga : Buddha and KalkL 
BUDDHA (The ninth incarnation): Though the orthodox 
I linclus considered the doctrines of Buddha heretical, his 
impact was so great on the masses, that he came to be 
honoured as an Avatar of Vishnu, This is said to have 
happened between A.D, 450 and sixth century, because 
he appeared first in the Vishnu Purana (A.D. 400-500). 
The Bhagavata Purana refers to the Buddha incarnation 
in the form of several prophesies, for instance : "When 
the Kali age has begun, in order to delude the enemies 
of the gods, Vishnu will be born as the Buddha, son of 
Ajana... When the enemies of the gods come to know the 
Vedic rites and begin to oppress people, then he will 
assume an attractive and deluding form and teach 
ad harm a to the demons,., making them heretics, 11 (As 
quoted in The Origins of Evil in Hindu Mythology by 
Wendy Doniger OTlaherty, published by University of 
California Press, Los Angeles, 1976). Rev Wilkins, in his 
book Hindu Mythology* says l "The Brahmanical writers 
were far too shrewd to admit that one who exerted such 
immense influence and won so many disciples could be 
none other than an incarnation of the Deity; but as his 
teaching was opposed to their own, they cleverly say that 
it was to mislead the enemies of the gods that he 
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promulgated his doctrine, that they, becoming weak and 
wicked through error, might be led once again to seek die 
help and blessing of those whom they had previously 
neglected." 

KALKI (the tenth incarnation also called Nihkalank Avatar) : 
This incarnation will be born near the close of 
Kaliyuga. He will destroy the wicked people and 
establish righteousness nn the earth. 

DASI SUTA 

Source : Mahabhamta 

Reference in Guru Granth Sabib t 

u^u fn^d ^nt tt§" fo(H6 GdHaw ujfe frnj wfs ll 

(XUf H: 8, if. 393) ■ 

Ask Bidara (VidunO, Dasi-Suta (the son of the maid- 
servant), in whose house Krishna stayed, 

(Subi M. -i, p. 7Xi) 

Comments ; The words Dasi-Suta mean the son of a maid- 
servant These words are used with reference to Vidura, 
the half-brother of Dhritarashtra and Pandu. When 
Vichitra-virya, the son of Shantanu passed away 
without any issue, two sons were born to his widows 
Ainbika and Ambalika through Niyoga with Vyasa in 
order to continue the royal line. These sons were 
Dhritarashtra, who was blind and Pandu , the pale one, 
It was considered desirable to have another son who 
should be without any defect. This time the widow sent 
her maid-servant in her clothes and Vidura was born. 
That is the reason for using the epitiiet Dasi-Suta for 
Vidura . 

See : Vyasa, Vidura. 

DASRATH (JASRATH) 

Source \ Ra may ana 
References in Gum Grant h Sahib : 

(Guru Ramclas) wits like Rama, the beautiful chief of the 
clan of Raghu and son of Dasrath, 

fSwayye Mahle Chan f he K®> p. 1401) 
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) 

My king Raja Ramchand, the sun of J as rath (Das rath) — His 
Name, says Namdev, be drunk as the essence and 
ambrosia. 

(Ramkaii Mwidw, p. 973 > 

Episode : Dasrath, the king of Ayodhya, was the son of Aja, 
the king of the Solar dynasty. He had three wives, viz., 
Kaushalya, the mother of Rama; Sumitra, the mother 
of Lakshmana and Shatrughana and Kaikeyi, the 
mother of Bharata. Rama was the incarnation of Vishnu. 
He was also the crown prince and when his coronation 
was drawing near, his step- mother Kaikeyi prevailed 
upon the king Dasrath to banish Rama from kingdom 
for fourteen years and instead make her son Bharata, 
the king of the state. The king was very unhappy over 
this development. Rama agreed to go into the exile in 
the forests. He was accompanied by Lakshmana, his 
brother and his wife Sita. It is said that within a week 
of the departure of Rama, Dasrath died of grief. 

See : Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. 



DEVAKl 

Source : Mahabharata, Bhagavata Purana 

Reference in Guru Cm nth Sahib: 

Blessed are you, O mother Devakl, in whose house there \ \^ / 
is Lord Kavalapati (Vishnu). 

(Mali Gaum Namclei\ p, 988} 

Comments : She was the daughter of Devaka and wife of 
Vasudev. The tyrant king Kansa was her cousin. 
Balarama was her seventh child and Krishna the eighth. 
Devaki was in prison, when Krishna was born, Krishna 
was miraculously taken to the house of the cowherd 
Nanda and exchanged with his daughter. He was 
brought up there. 

See ; Krishna, Kansa, Nanda, Jasoda, Balarama. 
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DHARISHTA IU DDHI 



Source s Mahablmrata 
Refermc* in Gum Grantb Sabih i 
fH§ H?r #^d»y ^ftpKT fqMdyql urf ig^t tF% ii 

(37 H: 8, it tf«; | 

As foi Chandrahasa, Dhadshta Buddhl was in great anguish, 
he himself caused to burn (destroy) his own house. 

(Nat 4, p. 982} 

Episode : The king Sudharma of a Southern State was 
attacked by a neighbouring king Kantuhal. He was slain 
in battle, His wife became a Sati on the funeral pyre 
of her husband* The only son of the king was saved 
by a maid-servant, who took shelter in the hermitage 
of a saint, under whose impact, the boy became a great 
devotee of the Lord. The maid-servant died after three 
years without telling the identity of the boy. 

The king of Kantuhal gave the territory of Sudharma to his 
minister Dhrishta Buddhi for administration. Once, when 
Chandrahasa visited the minister's house, the astrologers 
who were present there predicted that one day he would 
become a king, Dhrishta Buddhi thought that he must be 
Sudharma's son, therefore he planned to kill him. On his 
orders, the assassins took him to the forest, and showing 
mercy to him, released him. Another Chieftain of the area 
found him in the forest and adopted him as his son, He 
named him Chandrahasa, because when he laughed, his 
face looked like moon. As Chandrahasa grew up in this 
Chieftain's house, he became famous for his skill and 
courage. The minister Dhrishta Buddhi wanted to meet 
such a bright young man. He recognised in him the same 
boy whom he wanted to kill. He again planned his 
murder- He sent him with a letter to his son Madan in 
which he had hinted about his murder as soon as he met 
him. But on reaching Madan's city, he felt very sleepy, 
therefore in a garden, he lay down to sleep. Madan's 
sister came to that garden and saw this beautiful young 
man. She also noticed a letter in his pocket which she 
took out and read its contents. She was attracted towards 
the young man and wanted to save him, therefore she 
made some change in the letter. The sense of the contents 
was totally changed. When Chandrahasa met Madan, he, 
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obeying his father's orders married the young man with 
his sister. On knowing this Dharishta Buddht was dumb- 
founded, He engaged other assassins to receive another 
letter at Durga's temple and do die job, Chandrahasa had 
to carry the letter, but Madan did not like to distrub his 
brother-in-law and instead went himself to deliver the 
letter. When the letter was delivered to the assassins, they 
killed Madan and Dharishta Buddhi received the desirable 
punishment for his doings, lie wanted to kill the devotee 
of the Lord, whereas the Lord saved his devotee, 
Ultimately he ascended the throne of his State again. 

DHARMARAJA (DHARAJVIRAI) 

Source: Epics and Pur anas 

Referent in Gum Gnintb Sahib . 

uwrftr & ufa- sfh>F ^ ^ ^ ^ n 

Dharamrai (Dharmaraja) has been created by the Lord, 
therefore he does not come near a devotee and servant 
of the Lord. 

(Var Bibagra M. 4. p. 555) 

(i(w^t m % if. mat) Nfa J 

By the remembrance of the Name, all the troubles end and I 
the papers of Dharamrai are torn. 

(Prabhuti At 5, p, 1348} 

*ra>rarfe S % i*fa t^h wtei%n 

>Kfcr>>rH>rl bt^ h^h nfe- nuftr H3f u 
fe?y h^t ziuH^rfe or? u 

Dharamrai has been ordered by the Lord to impart justice 
according to the True Dharma; the evil souls caught in J 1 "' 
duality arc under your command. Those who arc spiiitua]- 
minded, they remember the Lord, the treasure of qualities, 
the Dharamrai is at their service 

(Sri Saga M, 3, pp 3S-39J 

Comments : Dharmaraja (or Dharamrai) is Yama, the god of 
the death. The spirits of the departed people dwell with 
him. He is the son of the sun-god (VivaswaO* His twin- 
sister is Yami. He is the father of Yudhishthira, therefore 
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the latter is also called Dharmaraja. A soul, when it 
leaves the body, goes to the abode of Yama in the 
lower regions. The recorders Chitragupta read out the 
account from their registers in the presence of Yama 
who administers justice according to the deeds of the 
soul. Dharmaraja or Yama has a buffalo as his vehicle 
and carries a mace and a noose. He sends his 
messenger (Yama-dutas or Jamdut) for bringing the 
souls, According to the Sikh Scripture, Dharmaraja or 
Yama has no control over the true devotees of the Lord. 



DHAUM (DHAUMYA) 

Source : MaJmhliarata 

Reference in Gum Grantb Sahib. 
dl T <5r U>r || 

The sage Dhaum (Dhaumya) sings the Praises of Gum 

Nanak Dev V \ffl 

(Simyye Mable Pablo Ke, p. 1389) 

Comments : Dhaumya was the family-priest of die Pandavas, 
He officiated as Hotri and cooked the Yajna-food, when 
it was offered. When the Pandavas were exiled, he 
accompanied them and at the end of their exile, he 
performed the mauguratory ceremonies for the king 
(Yudhishthira). It is said that he squeezed milk out of 
the horse's ear at the Ashwamedha Yajna. 

DHRU, DHU (DHRUVA) 

Source. Vishnu Parana 

References in Gum Grantb Sabih .■ 

r>OfAfu & '^fd ^et H^H tjw nrerr ^TFra' ?> dfdG 11 

[Ws^, v. ifoLt} ', 

The Lord gave all the comforts to Sudama and the % _ \ 0 
permanent status to Dhu (Dhruva), which could not be A® 
averted tilt to-day. 

(Maru Namilei\ p. I1Q5) ' 
(mfc H: if. £31) 



Dhu (Dhruva) attained permanent status by remembering 

the Lord and obtained the state of Fearlessness 

(Sviatb M. 9, p. 632} 
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Comments : Dhmva was the son of king Uttanapada and 
Suniti, But Suruehi was the favourite wife of the king. She 
had a son named Uttarna. Once, when the king was 
seated on the throne, Uttama was sitting in his lap. 
Dhruva also wanted to sit in the lap of his father but 
Suruchi reproved him. Dhruva went straight to his 
mother and enquired from her why his step-mother had 
behaved with him insolently. His mother told him that it 
was a fact that she was wife of the king, but because of 
her some bad karmas, in her previous birth, she was not 
so fortunate as Suruchi. Dhruva could not be consoled by 
his mother. On further questioning he was told that he 
could only achieve the high status on taking the path of 
devotion on the Lord. It is said that he left his home and 
went to the forest for the achievement of his goal. Narada 
met him in the way and gave him the desired instruction. 
It is said that he devoted himself entirely to the service 
of the Lord and was thus elevated to the status of pole- 
star. He achieved the unique position of a permanent and 
fixed abode, where the other celestial luminaries revolve 
around him- 

DOJAKA (DOZAKHA) 

Source : Muslim ReJigious Teils 

Kejhrencvs in Guru Granth Sahib i 

(WW W§Wt X: V r if 5?tf-?oi I 

1 1 '''' 

How can he be saved from Dojaka (Dozakha — hell), who * 
does not keep the Prophet in his mind? 

(Var Cauti M. 5 S pp J 19-20) 

Forsaking the diamond-like Han, if people rely on any other, 
they will go to Dojaka (Dozakha), Ravi das says this Truth. 

(Sbahtk Kabin p. 1377} 

Comments : The Muslims use the word dozakha 1 for hell. 
Seven divisions of hell have been described in Muslim 
commentaries : 

1. job ami am \ the purgatorial hell. 

2, Laza : blazing fire. 



3. Al-Hutamah: an intense fire. 

4. Saeer- a flaming fire. 

5. Saqar\ a scorching fire, 

6. Al-Jahim ; a huge hot fire; and 

7. Hawiyah : a bottomless pit. 

Different types of souls categorised by their actions are sent 
to different hells. 

DUHSASANA 

Source: Mahabharata 

Reference in Cum Gmnlb Sahib : 

In the court of Duhsasana, while Draupadi's garments were .j ^ 
being taken off, she was saved Cby Krishna). 

(Mali Gaunt Namdev, p 988) 

Comments : Duhsasana was one of the hundred sons of 
Dhritarashtra. He was the younger brother or 
Duryodhana. ^en the Pandavas lost their wife 
Draupadi in gambling match, she was dragged as slave 
by Duhsasana by her hair and ill-treated her. On seeing 
the plight of Draupadi, Bhima swore that he would 
drink the blood of Duhsasana. 

See : Duryodhana and Dropadi. 

DURGA 

Source : Puranas 

Reference in Guru Grantb Sahib . 

CtzQ mte, if. tite) . 

Millions of Durgas massage the Lord. 

(Bbairu Kabir, p. 1 162) 

Episode : Durga is the consort of Shiva. An account of her 
origin is found in 'Durga Saptshati' in Markandeya 
Purana. Mahishasura, the king of demons, at one time 
conquered the haughty gods in war. They went to 
Brahma and then to Shiva. But they could not help 
them. Then they went to Vishnu, who got enraged on 
seeing their pitiable plight. From his extreme anger 
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Durga or Maha Maya was born. The gods then gave 
their weapons to this newly-born goddess. With a 
frightful scream she ascended into the air and with 
great force attacked the demon-king and killed him. In 
Vaman Purana it is written that Vishnu gave her his 
discus, Shiva his trident, Varuna a conch-shell, Agni a 
dart, Vayu a bow, Surya a quiver full of arrows, Indra 
a thunderbolt Kuvera a mace, Brahma a rosary and 
water-pot ? Kala a shield and sword, Vishwakarma a 
battle-axe etc. Armed with these weapons, the goddess 
went to the Vindhya hills. Chanda and Munda, the 
demon messengers saw her and captivated by her 
beauty, they described it to their king Mahisha. The 
demon-king asked for her hand, but she asked him to 
win her in fight. In the fight that followed Durga 
dismounted from her lion and jumped over the back 
of demon with buffalo-head and smote him with such 
force, that he fell senseless on the ground. Then she 
cut off his head with her sword, 
Durga has ten arms and her vehicle is a lion. She is said 
to have assumed ten forms for the destruction of two 
demon kings Sumbha and Nisumbha, the prominent of 
them being Kali, who drank the blood of Rakta-vija and 
did not let any drop to fall on the ground. 

See ; Parbati and Maha Mai. 

DURJODHANA (DURYODHANA) 

Source : Mahabharata 

References in Guru Grartih Sahib : 

HTH ?> tTTfHnfr otd^ 1 wet II 

tr?> or§- ^ftf v% iry tret II 

{dlQjl H: <?, if. mi) I 

! y " 1 - 

Durjodhana lost his reputation and prestige; lie did |y L J ' ; " 
not comprehend the Lord — that Creator. He who causes) 
suffering for the men of God, also suffers himself. 

(Gmiri M. 1, p. 225) 1 

Chgp&te. if. ?^5^'| t 

Hie Lord shattered the pride of Durjodhana. 

(Bbairo Kabir, p. 1163) 1 
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Episode : Durjodhana (Duryodhana) was the eldest son of 
Dhritarashtra. Being the eldest he was the leader of the 
Kaurava princes in the great war of Mahabharata, After 
the death of Pandu, his five sons were brought to 
Hastinapurby Dhritarashtra and educated them alongwith 
his own sons. There sprang up rivalries and jealousies. 
Yudhishthira, the eldest of Pandu brothers, was senior 
in age to Duryodhana, therefore when Dhritarashtra 
thought of making him his heir-apparent, Duryodhana 
strongly remonstrated against this proposal. After that 
the animosity between the Kauravas and Pandavas 
increased to such an extent that there were several plots 
to exterminate the Pandavas. The Pandavas had to 
face great odds. Duryodhana invitee! them to a 
gambling match, in w r hich with the help of his maternal 
uncle Shakunij he won from Yudhishthira everything, 
his brothers, his own freedom and even his wife 
Draupadi. Duryodhana exultingly sent for Draupadi and 
when she refused to come, she was dragged by the hair 
of her head by Duhsasana. Duryodhana insulted her by 
asking her to sit upon his thighs. At this juncture Bhima 
vowed to break the thighs of Duryodhana for this 
offence and ultimately in the great war of Mahahharata, 
he fulfilled his vow. On the eighteenth day of the war, 
w T hen Kauravas were badly defeated and all the brothers 
except Duryodhana were slain, Duryodhana hid himself 
in a lake. He was discovered and brought out w^ith 
taunts. Ultimately in the dual that followed, he was killed 
by Bhima, with his mace. Both Duryodhana and Bhima 
had learnt the use of mace under the tutorship of 
Balarama, die elder brother of Krishna. In the war 
Krishna sided with Pandavas and his army with Kauravas. 

See : Draupadi and Krishna. 

DURVASAS (called DURBASA) 

Source : Mahabharaia 
Reference in Guru Grtmtb Sahib? 
tfdy'H 1 frrQ" cf*J3" 6dlQdl i-H*^ % ^7!" IFVU 

wawsr? ;wt^ if. {■ 

The Yadavas deceived Durbasas and reaped the fruit, \ MftA*" 

(Dhauasari Namdev, p. 693) j 



Episode : Sri Krishna was the most important member of the 
Yadava clan. Once the sages Durvasas, Vishwamitra, 
Kanva and Narada came to Dwarka. Some Yadavas in 
a playful mood brought Samba, dressed as a pregnant 
woman before the sages and asked them derisively f 
what child, whether male or female would be born to 
Samba. The sages guessed the ruse played upon them 
and got very angry at the insult. They (the name of 
Durvasas is prominently referred to in this connection) 
prophesied that whosoever would be born 7 would be 
the cause of the destruction of the whole of the Yadava 
clan. It is said that Samba gave birth to an iron rod 
as predicted. The Yadavas knew that the curse of the 
sages could never be untrue, therefore, they filed the 
rod into powder and threw it into the sea alongwiih 
the remaining small piece of iron. When Sri Krishna 
was told about the incident, he said that all that was 
destined to happen. The powder of the iron rod thrown 
into the sea was washed ashore and it grew up like 
arrow-like grass. When the period of destruction 
approached near, the Yadavas, under the influence of 
liquor fought with each other. They plucked the arrow- 
like grass, which turned into iron rods. These rods were 
freely used, which brought the destruction of die clan. 
The piece of iron thrown into the sea was swallowed 
by a fish. The same fish was purchased by a hunter, 
who utilised the iron piece found in the belly of the 
fish, as the tip of the arrow. When the hunter went 
for a prey in the forest, Sri Krishna was reclining under 
a tree, He lay down on the ground immersed in Yoga, 
with bis feet raised up. The hunter called Jara, saw 
Krishna's raised feet from a distance and mistook the 
same for a deer and shot it with his arrow. Sri Krishna 
expired at once. In this way the curse of the sages was 
fulfilled, 

Comments : There was an all-round destruction, because of 
the curse of a sage, There was also a curse of Gandhari 
that the Yadava dynasty would be annihilated after 
thirty-six years and the same was fulfilled with the curse 
of the sages, 



DWAPARA YUGA 

Source : Epics and Puranas 

References in Guru Granth Sahib; 

^few *p>ryfH wrt UFt 1 1 
bthhtV fedtt 1 we\ II 
^fn vnr My u% uaelud , 
HjHyftr fewt ^rii 
htft tran oidfd u^re n 

7TH fs?> H^rfe ^ ?ret 

Ttt oTHH BfH^et ^ II 

fW H: <? r If. 38} \ 

In Dwapara, half of the merit of Mercy was lost. Rare was 

the enlightened person, who knew it; the Dharma-Bull had ^ \ p 

only two feet, only the enlightened person could realise the \[^ 

Truth. The Icings performed the religious acts with motive. 

Acts of chanty were practised with hope for reward; No ritual \ 

could bring salvation without the Name of the Lord 

f (Mam M. l t pp. 1023-24) 

^JforfH ^fW ^fell 

H^fk ^'A H'^fo %ferii 

iwywzfi W: 3, V ttoj \ 

In Dwapara Yuga, the duality grew strong, Those who 
indulged in duality strayed into illusion; In Dwapara, the \[^^ 
Dhamia-BuU had only two feet, He, who became , 
enlightened held fast to the Name of the Lord 

(Ramkati M, 3, p, 880) 

fW WW K; <?, 8 So) 

In Dwapara, the chariot is of austerity and charity is the 
charioteer. 

(Var Asa M. 1, p. 470) 

Comments : During the Dwapara Yuga, Dharma became 
two-legged. There prevailed falsehood, malice, 
dissensions and discontent. The virtues diminished by 
half. There was violence and strife, though the 
scriptures were read and acts of Dharma were 
performed. 

See r Yugas. 
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GAJA (KUNCHARA) 

Source : Puranas 

Inferences in Gum Granth Sahib ; 

rTO Ut HdfeS HTUt f&HlT f^ftr HlrT oicru ^ gT^ II 

tffefe jf- t* ( tfw 

When the G&jto (elephant) took refuge in the Merciful Lord, 
he was released from the clutches of the crocodile. 

(Saratb M, 9, p 632) \ 

aTtTfe"-? ftPH f fF& UfH cft§ HtTU 

^ V, 1/ Y*f3J 

1 ^ 

The king of elephants mediated on Thee t O Lord • and he 
was liberated. 

(Basant M: 5, p. U92) / 

Ajamala, Pingala, Lubhata and Kuncham (Gaja) went to the 

Abode of the Lord. \ 

(KecJam Ravidas, p. 1124) * 

Episode ; According to Bhagavata Purana, a Gandharva, who 
had become an elephant on account of the curse of 
a sage, was entangled by an octopus in its tentacles. 
He meditated on the Lord for his help and was saved. 

GANA 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Grantb Sahib . 
^rcrew frgtr *H^T H'PUof II — 
>MHTH nfHlH wai'lu II 

gpr WHS w$ li 

The Ganas, Gandharvas, Siddhas and saints. .are engaged h.y 
in uttering Uie infinite Praises of the Unapproachable and 
Unfathomab' L Lord, 

(Deifflindhari 0L 5, p. 535) 
WRf dl'-ld^ 7F*t TTfV Qm3 II 

w |i | 

The Ganas and Gandharvas were emancipated through the % J f ' 
remembrance of the Name of the Lord .... 

(Mater 3, p. 1259) 

Comments : Ganas or Gana-Devatas are the troops of 
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deities. Nine classes of Ganas are Adityas, Viswe-devas, 
Vasus, Tushitas, Abhaswaras, Anilas, Maharajikas, 
Sadhyas and Rudras. These are inferior deities and are 
attendant upon god Shiva, The Lord of these Ganas is 
Ganesha (or Gana-pati), who, according to one legend, 
sprang from the scurf of the body of Parvati; and who 
is the god of wisdom and remover of obstacles. 

GANDHARBA (GANDHARVA) NAGARI 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Granth Sabib : 

fi-pr fdHA 1 uftf w& diq^y ll 

ftTTTf ^d'fu*^ A "Ad Hfe HiTT 5^" II 

(xmi w v, v. WW) 

They are in maze on seeing a mirage and abide in t | 
Gandharva Nagari (Utopia). They only seem bedecked in ^ 0 
their mind and body, who meditate on Truth. 

(sbafok fa 5, p. 1425) 

Episode : The Gandharvas generally had their dwelling in 
the sky or atmosphere. Their abode is thus considered 
a mirage, It is equivalent to Ha rcha ndauri. 

See : Harchandauri, 

GANDHARVA 

Source i Puranas 

References in Gum Granth Sahib . 

Millions of Gandharvas hail Thee, O Lord I 

(Bbairo fCabir p. 1163) , 

tT* % Ujfe ?TRT dIUdy fetft ^^fcK* dl'-Sd npihi 

In whose house there are Ganas (attendants of gods), ^ ^ 
Gandharvas, sages and where helpless musicians sing ( 

(Mater Namdev, p. 1292) * 

Comments : A Gandharva is half-man, half-bird, Gandharvas 
are celestial minstrels. Vishnu Purana states that they 
were born from Brahma. They are musicians of heaven 
and inhabit Indra-loka, They witness the actions of 
men. They generally had their dwelling in die sky or 
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atmosphere. One of their other duty was the 
preparation of soma-juice for the gods. The apsaras 
were their wives or mistresses, 



GANGA 

Source : Pur anas, Ramayuna 
References in Gum Grant b Sabib : 
H'OdA^I H?f aCdrtdftf >H^t II 

.'WW >/: B, 1343) 

Jaharnavi (Jahnavi) or Ganges was brought (to earth) by : ^ 
Bhagiratha j 

(Malar M. 4 S p. 126.3) J 

If the wine is made from the waters of Sursuri (Ganges), the 
saintly persons do not drink it; if the impure wine or any ,jf^ 
other water, mixes with Sursuri, it becomes the Sursuri itself. L 

(Malar Ravida& } p. 1293) J 

£t Hfnr HfMd' ftraratn 
h nfe^T draTT UfF fPvSRlt II 

wife, v. ■mr; -■, 

If the strea m merged in Ga nga (Ganges) } it beca me Ganga itself. 

(Bhairo Kabir, p. it 58) ^ 

Episode : Gang a is said to be the daughter of Himavat, the 
king of mountains and given to gods by him. Sagara 
the king of Ayodhya and sixty thousand sons by one 
of his wives. When he was performing the horse- 
sacrifice, the horse was stolen. He ordered his sons to 
go in search for the same. Not finding it on the earth, 
they went to the nether-regions (Patala), where they 
found the horse in the hermitage of the sage Kapila, 
who was absorbed in meditation. When the sons of 
Sagara charged Kapila for theft, he reduced them to 
ashes by a single glance. When the sons did not rertirn 
for a long time, the king Sagara sent his grandson 
Ansumat in their search. He found their ashes and the 
horse near them. He could not find water to pour on 
the ashes. He was directed by Kapila not to pour 
ordinary water upon them, but taking the horse he 
should complete the sacrifice of his grandfather. He 



(Kapila) also assured Ansumat that his grandson should 
obtain heavenly Ganges of their ashes. Ansumat's son 
was Dilip and grandson Bhagiratha. Bhagiratha 
performed austerities for one thousand years, The god 
Brahma was pleased and granted him the boon of 
taking away the heavenly river Ganga on one 
condition, The god Shiva had to be prevailed upon to 
break the fall of the waters, so that the earth may not 
be swept away. Bhagiratha had to perform further 
austerities to please Shiva. Shiva being pleased received 
the waters in his locks, For bringing the waters to the 
earth down below, Bhagiratiia had to perform further 
austerities. Ultimately Ganga left Shiva's locks in seven 
streams and followed Bhagiratha's splendid chariot. 15 ut 
in the w r ay Jahnu Muni was performing a sacrifice. Tn 
great rage, he drank up all the waters of Ganga. He 
was prevailed upon afterwards to discharge the waters 
through his ear. After that the river followed the king 
Bhagiratha to Patala, where it washed the ashes of his 
ancestors and liberated them. 
Ganga (Ganges) is a very sacred river of the Hindus. Its waters 
are considered vejy pure. All other waters of streams and 
rivulets etc. 7 when they merge in Ganga, they also 
become pure. In the process of its fall from Heaven, 
Bhagiratha played a great part through his austerities, 
therefore it is also called Bhagirathi. Since it was drunk 
and released by Jahnu Muni, it is also called Jahnavi or 
Jaharnavi. It is also called Sursuri, Kabir has said that if 
the mind becomes as pure as the waters of Ganga, even 
the Lord follows it. (Shalok Kabir, p. 1367) 

See : Bhagiratha, Jaharnavi, Sursuri. 

GANGEVA PITAMA 

Source : Ma hah ha rata 

Reference in Gum Granth Sahib: 

By remembering the same name Gangeva Pitama (Bhishma 
Pitama) was saturated with ambrosia, having concentrated 
his mind on the Feet of the Lord. 

(Swayye Mabte Teeje Ke, p, 1393) 



Comments : Bhishma Pitama was the son of king Shantanu 
and born of the holy river goddess Ganga, therefore 
he was either called Shantanava or Gangeya (GangevX 
According to die legend described in Mahabharata, the 
king Shantanu wanted to marry a beautiful young 
damsel at a very old age. The parents of the girl, whose 
name was Satyavati, were unwilling to marry their 
daughter with the king unless he accepted to make the 
son of Satyavati as the next king instead of Bhishma, 
the heir apparent. The king did not like the idea, but 
Bhishma in order to gratify his father was determined 
to sacrifice himself. After her marriage Satyavati bore 
two sons. After the death of his father, Bhishma placed 
the elder son on the throne, who being headstrong was 
killed in battle. Then Bhishma placed the second son 
Vichitra-virya on the throne, who was married with the 
two daughters of the king of Kasi. But Vichitra-virya 
also died young without any issue. By Bhishma's 
arrangement, the widows of Vichitra-virya bore two 
sons, through the sage Vyasa, These two children 
Dhritarashtra and Pandu were brought up by Bhishma. 
He acted for them as the regent of Hastinapur, He also 
directed the training of their children i.e, Kauravas and 
Pandavas. When the conflict began between these 
families, he counselled moderation and peace. When 
the war began, he sided with Kauravas and was made 
the commander-in-chief of their army. On tenth day of 
the war, he was wounded. Innumerable arrows pierced 
his body and when he fell down from the chariot, he 
was upheld from the ground by the arrows, He had 
the power of fixing the period of his death, therefore 
he survived fifty-eight days and delivered long talks. 
Throughout his life, he exhibited the great qualities of 
sacrifice, devotion and faithfulness. As promised to the 
parents of his step-mother, he sacrificed his right to the 
throne, did not marry and protected the rights of the 
offspring of his step-mother. He remained the patriarch 
of l he family. 
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GANIKA 

Source : Tradition 
References in Cunt Grit nth Sahib; 

f^pftr JH+FH^ y'til'MH II 

Ganika, the deformed Kubja and the sinner Ajamila were , j^. 
emancipated. 

(Gauri Cheti Namdei\ p. 345) 1 
W W^dT aifftt*' 3^ II 



While teaching the parrot, Ganika attained emancipation. 

(Gond Namdev. p. 874} 

Episode : Ganika was a reputed courtesan and led a sinful 
life. Some sage, probably Narada, taking pity on her, 
went to her house and gave her a parrot with a 
directive to teach him regularly the (inverted) Name of 
the Lord. This exercise raised her to the status of a great 
devotee of God. 

GARUDA 

Sautw ; Puranas (Vishnu Purana) and Mahabharata 

References in Cum Gmnth Sahih: 

Whose master is the light of the world CLe. the sun), and 
whose rt-lativc (brother) is Garuda, the king of the birds, 
chat Aruna is crippled because of his past actions, 

(Dhanasari Trifoc&an, p, tSjgp 

m 



Gnvind (The Lord) came riding on Garucla, producing 
music of the wings (of Garuda). 

(Bbairu Nanutev. p //66) J 

dtd^f yftf Hzrt rov f'HH 

The mouth in which there is Garu da-mantra, it does not \c 
have any fear of a serpent. 

(Mali Gaum M. 5, p. 987 J 
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Comments : Garuda is the Vehicle of Vishnu. He is half-man 
and half-bird and is the younger brother of Aruna, the 
charioteer of sun-god. He was the son of Kashyapa and 
Vinata- He is the mortal enemy of snakes. His mother 
Vinata quarrelled with her sister Kadru, the mother of 
the snakes. It is written in Mahabharata that his mother 
lost her wager with her sister regarding the colour of 
the sea-produced horse and thus became a slave to 
Kadru ? who promised to set her free, if her son Garuda 
should bring the Amrita from the moon. After 
surmounting astonishing dangers, Garuda accomplished 
his task and got the liberty of his mother. For stealing 
Amrita, he had to fight with Indra and other gods. He 
overcame all of them except Vishnu, who made him 
his vehicle. Because of his enmity with the snakes, 
there is a mantra (incantation) in his name, known as 
Garuda Mantra. Anyone who knows this mantra has no 
fear of the snakes, He had a son named Sampati and 
his wife was Unnati or Vinayaka. 

See : Aruna. 

GAUTAMA 

Source ; Puranas, Ram avail a 

References in Gum Grantb Sabih. 

arny mr ^ft/fewr fen^l fen ^fW fi#s=r 'fanr* 1 1 

HUH HHtH f\J<J<S- H^T J% 3^ Hfe" TuS^'fyW II 

O&^l X: T if. J W ' 

Indra seeing Ahalya, the wife of ascetic Gautama was allured. 
But (with the curse of Gautama) he had a thousand disgraceful 
marks on his body; then he repented in his mind, 

At I }%> 1343-44) 

,:w wem} w 3, n&w x: <t f v. £m) 

Because of the punishment of a thousand disgraceful 
marks, Indra wept..... 

( Va r Ra mki ifs .-1 / . -r. \ t \nb*k \}. 1. p. 9 53 J 
dlQ^H HHt fHW 7 fo'HHHt II 

The wife of Gauiama. who was turned into a stone, was 
liberated. 

(Gond Natmtetr, p. 874) 
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Episode: It is recorded in Ramayana that Indra was guilty 
of the seduction of his Guru Gautama's wife Ahalya. 
He visited the Guru's house during his absence and 
assumed the form of Gautama. Ahalya suspected that 
it could not be her husband, who had gone to take 
a bath in the early hours of the morning. But since the 
intruder was in the guise of Gautama himself, she 
yielded to his wishes. As Gautama, the sage, returned 
to his house, he found Indra there, therefore, in great 
rage, he cursed both Indra and his wife. Indra lost his 
manhood and had one thousand disgraceful marks on 
his body, Ahalya became a stone and was to be 
liberated, when Rarna the incarnation of Vishnu would 
touch her. The moon, who was acting as a watchman 
of Indra, still has the blemish on his face caused by 
the impression of the wet towel of Gautama. 
Gautama was a great ascetic of his age. 

See : Ahalya and Indra. 

GAYA 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Grantb Sabih: 

mm* mfew di*? ^dl ftspi ^ sph 1 "!! 

The visits toGanga p Gay a and Godavari are only worldly works. 

ftfdfttni ,\ : amdt 3 v r p. 7196) 
He goes to Gay a and offers rice-balls 

(Cond Namttev, p. 873) 

Comments : It is one of the seven sacred puris (places of 
religious merit) of Hindus. It is a famous pilgrim station 
not only of Hindus, but also of Buddhists. It was here 
that Buddha attained Nirvana, The Hindus have to pass 
through a narrow passage here in order to destroy all 
their sins. According to Hindu belief, that if the rice- 
balls are offered here on behalf of the manes, [he 
manes attain salvation. 
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GAYATRI 



Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Granth Sahib: 



O, Pundit 1 Your Gayatri was grazing in the fields of a Lodha 
J at. With a staff, the owner broke her leg and she was limping. 

(Gond Namdev, p. 874) ' 

Comments : Satarupa, Savitri, Sarasvati, Gayatri and Brahmani 
are said to be the names of Saras vati, the wife of 
Brahma. One myth speaks of Gayatri as the second 
wife of Brahma, At the time of a Yajna (sacrifice), 
Sarasvati was absent. She was called, but could not 
reach back in time as she was in her toilet. Brahma, 
in great rage, married Gayatri, daughter of a sage, in 
order to perform the rite. When Sarasvati reached, there 
was a great row, Gayatri is said to have pacified her 
by her eloquence and agreed to occupy the subordinate 
position. According to another myth, Gayatri was 
cursed by Sarasvati to become a cow. When she was 
grazing in the field of a Lodha Jat, the owner hit her 
with a staff and broke her leg. Gayatii is also a mantra, 
a prayer to the sun, which is said to have three feet. 

GODAVARI 

Source : Puranas 
References in Guru Gran lb Sahib : 

Going to Ganga, Gay a and God a van are mere worldly rituals. 

(Basant Namdev, p. 1196) I 

Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari and Sarasvati all long for the dust A.^, ~ A 
of the feet of the saint. 

(Malar M. 4, p. 1263) " J 

Comments : Godavari is a river, originating from the hills of 
Nasik, Bombay. Though the Arabian Sea is at a distance 
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of about 55 miles from its source, but it flows towards 
the Eastern coast and passing through Tamil Nadu, it 
merges in the Bay of Bengal. The town of Nander, 
where Guru Gobind Singh passed the last days of his 
life, is situated on its banks. According to the Sikh 
Scripture the rivers like Ganga and Godavari have 
achieved eminence because of the visits of great saints. 

GOMATI 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib .- 

My Haj (Muslim Pilgrimage) is on the hanks of Gomati, \ ^ 
where lives my Pir (Gum) of yellow garments (i.e Krishna). 

(Asa Sri Kabh\ p> 4 78) : 

Comments : Gomati is a river in Uttar Pradesh. The Sikh 
Gurus and radical saints do not believe in religious 
rituals. Kabir, in the reference given above, is critical 
of going on a pilgrimage to Mecca. Wherever the Name 
of the Lord is uttered and His Praises are sung, that 
is only the pilgrim station for him. In this reference he 
makes a mention of the Gomati river and Lord Krishna, 
rising above the communal prejudices. 

GOVARDHANA 

Source : Puranas 

References in Gum Granlb Sahib ; 

^renfe f^rrfrr di^du^" 11 

[W H: 1. # *o8V j 

Through the Guru's discipline, Krishna lifted the Govardhana x , \ 

(mountain). i" 

(Mam AL t % p. 1041) 1 

dl^dUcS TTHT II 

|W H: ^ V" *?OtT^ ] 

Govardhan-dhari (One who holds up the mountain j ^ " 

Govardhana)... i 

(Maru AT. 5, p. 1082) 

Comments : Govardhana is the name of a mountain in 



Vrindavana near Math ura. Once Krishna induced the 
cowherds and Gopis to worship this mountain instead 
of the god Indra, On this Indra was greatly enraged 
and caused a heavy rain to deluge the area. In order 
to remove the distress of the inhabitants, Krishna held 
up the mountain as an umbrella to shelter them and 
their came, on his little finger for seven days. The 
baffled Indra paid homage to Krishna. 

HAIMANCHAL, HIMACHALA 

(HIMALAYAS, HIVALAY) 

Source: Epics and Purarm 

Kefeivm-es itt Cum fJwnih Scfhih: 

(firifam H: ?, if. 4?) I ^ 

If the beady Is wasted away in Haimanchal (Himalayas), still 
the malady of the mind persists. 

CSii Rftga M. 1. fK 62/ 

Though one may go to millions of pilgrim stations, one may 
waste away his body in Hivalay (Himalayas), he cannot 
equal the merit of the remembrance of the Name of the 
Lord. 

f&atnkali Numdeti p r 973) 

Co mine nts : Haimanchal or Himachaia, Hlvalay CHimalayas) 
hay remained the abode of many sages practising 
austerities. Even Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth SiJkh 
Guru mentions [he performance of his religious 
austerities at Hem Kunt mountain in his previous birth 
as 'Dusht Daman', as described in his poem Bach itt ar 
Natak. The ancienr Hindus connected the Himalayan 
mountain ranges with the history of some of their 
deities. The Pandava brothers at the end of their earthly 
life assumed the garb of devotees and passing through 
several places, they reached the Himalaya mountains 
and there died one after the other and were transported 
to the heaven of Indra. 
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HAN U MAIN (HANWANTAR) 

Source i R&nuyana 

References hi Cunt Urantb Sahib; 

nfer f^rrfe wfe Ijtffe ^rat 1 1 

( UAWl f?XVX, if 4fU) 

Though Hanuman burnt the citadel of Lanka, uprooted the 
garden of 'Havana, brought the wound-healing herb for 
Lakshmami and pleased Sri Kama, yeL due to his previous 
k: inn as (actions), he could noi rid o( his loin-cloth. 

(DbtiHdxeirt Trilocbcm, p. 695) 

h?> vrftj gil ^re^ h1-^ Tran^ H^TT II 
de^^Jd n^dfu^r nrfwr orfe ASdr n 

{JT&Z WW* *i ^U?IY H; f f V. WiR) 

Within his mind Ram Chanel (Sri Rama) mourned for Sita 
and Lakslunana. He remembered Hanwaniar (Hanuman), 
who came to nicer him. 

(Shalt* Yttmtt te Vadhik M. I p 1412) 

Episode : It is said that Hanuman's actual father was god 
Shiva* When Shiva and Parvati played in the forest, 
disguivsed as elephants, Ganesha was born to them. 
After that they played in the guise of monkeys and 
Parvati became pregnant, but ,she did not like to be 
the mother of a monkey. Therefore Shiva entrusted the 
embryo from the womb of his wife to the wind god 
Vayu, who deposited it in the womb of Anjana, the 
monkey woman. The monkey called Kesri was her 
husband. Thus Hanuman was born as the son of 
Anjana, He had the powers given by both Shiva and 
Vayu. He was also blessed by other gods and divinities, 
The sun-god told him i "My son Sugriva is living on 
earth with Bali and he is not as strong and powerful 
like him. You be of help to Sugriva as his minister and 
constant companion." When, in the service of Sugriva 
he came into contact with Sri Rama, after the abduction 
of Sita by Ravana and remained connected with him 
till his death. Several of his feats are given in Ra may an a 
e.g. burning of Lanka, uprooting the garden of Ravana 
and bringing the wound- healing herb from Himalayas 
for healing the wounds of Lakshmana. It was he who 
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first met Sita in Havana's garden and informed Sri Rama 
about it. According to an anecdote, before meeting Sri 
Rama, once Hanuman looted the belongings of some 
saints and seers and left nothing with them except the 
loin-cloth, The saints cursed him that he would also 
have nothing except loin-cloth. 

Comments : Hanuman was a great devotee of Sri Rama and 
through his intense devotion, he ultimately became one 
with the Lord. 

HARAMBAY (MAGHAR) 

Source : Puranas 

Reference in Gum Grantb Sahib .- 

If the hard-hearted sinner dies at Banarasa, he cannot save I 
himself from fie 11. If the saint of the Lord dies at Harambay, Vj * 
he ferries across many people besides himself* 

(Asa Kahir, p. 484) ' 

Comments : Harambay seems to be another name for 
Maghar, where, according to tradition, if anyone dies, 
he is reborn as an ass. In the above reference, Kabir 
has rejected such a viewpoint. 

See : Maghar. 

HARCHANDAURI 

Source : Puranas 

References in Gum Granth Sahib: 

)l V. 84V ! 

You see only Harchandauri (Mirage), there is nothing kj.^" 
permanent. 

(Asa M. 5 r p- 461) ^ 

f^Hf<? %U rTH tffe^Qtft fecf HTK ^HA ^ WWII 

(WW H: Q, if. 8QR) " 

When you see it carefully, the world is like Harchandauri 
(mirage) j therefore get only die gain of the meditation on 
the Name. \ 

(Asa M. 5, p. 402) 



80 



Episode : It is said that the king Hari Chand, son of Trishanku 
because of his great generosity and justice, was given 
a boon of going direcdy to heaven alongwith his 
subjects. When he left for heaven with his city and 
subjects, the sage Narada highly praised him for his 
works, which made him infatuated with pride. As soon 
as the ego welled up within him, instead of going 
upwards his city began to fall down. He became 
conscious of his mistake and repented for his pride. 
There and then his city stopped falling and till today 
remains suspended in the atmosphere, His city has thus 
become a mirage and an illusion and is known as 
Harchandauri or Gandharva Nagari. It may be called 
a Utopia or imaginary creation, which is visualised in 
desert areas because of mistiness. It appears as a sheet 
of water, often inverted or distorted, caused by 
atmospheric refraction by hot air 

See : Gandharva Nagari. 

HARD WAR (HARI-DWARA) 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Granth Sahib : 

ufe y# fr u^T ^j>r% 

w crwte, if, 

I am eager to die and also die at Hari-dwara, so that the 
Lord may ask who is lying here at my door-step? 

(Sbalok Kabir, p. 1367) 

Comments : Hardwar (Hari-dwara) is a pilgrim station at the 
place where Ganga (the Ganges) finally breaks through 
the mountains into the plains of India, In the above 
reference Kabir does not talk about his place of 
pilgrimage, but instead he is eager to die at the gate 
of the abode of the Lord. Hari-dwara means the gate 
of the abode of the Lord. 
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HARICHAND 



Source t Aitreya Bnhmuna, Puranas, Mahabharala 

Reference* in Guru Gruntb Sablb: 

a d l ^g ^% pfy n 
ftm 3& »f? tt u^fe »tfr£-|l 

f57f3? y. i, «/ 

Had Chand was praised for his generosity. Without the 
Cum, he could not comprehend the Indiscrimitutinfi Lord. 
The Lord Himself causes one to err and also instructs him. 

(Gauri M. I, A 224} 

r^waf w t v" istfsj 

That Hari Chand, the king and master of the world, did 
not comprehend the Writ of the Lord. If he had known the 
demerit of generosity, then why could he sell himself In 
the market? 

(Pmbball M. I. p. 1344) 

Episode : The king Harish Chandra (generally known as Hari 
Chand) was the twenty-eighth king of the solar dynasty 
and son of Trishanku. His capital was Patna. He was 
famous for his generosity and truthfulness. He had to 
face great odds because of his righteousness and 
remaining steadfast to his words. Once his preceptor 
Vishwamitra got angry with him and in his absence 
completed the ceremonies of his sacrificial feast 
through another Brahmin. Because of this, Vishwamitra 
wanted to punish him. Since the king was a great donor 
and true to his words, Vishwamitra through a stratagem, 
got all his kingdom and property in charily. In this state 
of destitution, he left his kingdom with his queen and 
son. Vishwamitra still persisted that the gift was not yet 
completed. For this the king had to sell himself, his wife 
and son. He himself had to perform the duties of a 
Chandala in a graveyard. The queen became the 
sweepress in the house of a Brahmin. Her son Rohit 
was bitten by a snake and she took it to the cemetery 
for cremation, where she recognised her husband as 
a Chandala. Both of them resolved to die upon the 
funeral pyre of their son. Then the gods appeared on 
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the scene alongwith Vishwamitra and the period of 
oppression ended. Rohit was then made the successor 
and the king and queen departed to heaven alongwith 
their subjects and the city. Narada induced Harish 
Chandra to boast of his merits, whereupon, because 
of the ego, the city began its downward course, which 
was arrested on the repentance by the king. It is said 
that till today the king and his followers dwell in an 
aerial city which according to the tradition is still visible 
occasionally in mid-air. 

See : Harehandauri. 

HIRANYAKASHIPU 

Source: Puranas 
Reference in Cum Gntnth Sahib ; 

PXW >?. 8 r tf tWV j 

Hiranyaksha (used for Hiranyakashipu), the tyrant king was 
killed and Praiilada was ferried across by the Lord. 

(Ase M 4 r p, 451) 

Episode : Hiranyakashipu has been written as Hiranyaksha 
by the Gurus and the radical saints of Cum Crantb 
Sahib, most probably because of the similarity of the 
two names, Both these demons were brothers and the 
folk-tradition must have erred in the pronunciation of 
their names. HLranyakashipu was the son of Kashyapa 
and Diti. He became the king of the demons and 
through his penances and austerities, he usurped the 
authority of Indra and also is said to have exercised 
the functions of the sun, moon and the elements ie. 
air, fire and water. He conquered the three worlds, 
Having become very powerful, he declared thai he was 
virtually the God of the world. He expected all of his 
subjects to worship him. But his son Prahiada did not 
care for the orders of his father and remained a devotee 
of Vishnu. The father, inflated with pride ultimately had 
no other alternative except to kill his son. Vishnu came 
to the rescue of Prahiada and in the form of Narsimha 
(man -Hon) killed the tyrant king. 

See : Prahiada and Das Avatars (Man-lion). 
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HIRANYAKSHA 

(pronounced as Harnakhash) 

(Killed by boar incarnation of Vishnu. He may not be 
mistaken as father of Praiilada). 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sahib . 
Ufe # Htif?> 77 W$tl\ 

trar h?t >rt?r 3?7 fif^T 3?> stt irg nfer Qm-S ii 

Which ones were not ferried across by the remembrance 
of the Lord ? Those of the flying birds like Hansa Avatar, 
those of the fish form like fish incarnation, those of the 
deer form like the Shrlngi sage and those of the boar form j 5 
like the boar incarnation— all were ferried across in the 
company of the saint. 

(Malar M. 5, p. 1269) 

udelo? tstTtt syfmtr cVd'f*f<£ n 

O Lord, ITiou art the Ishwara supporting the earth, 
Narayana, the man-lion. Thou art the boar with protruding , 
teeth and supporting the earth. 

Episode : Hiranyaksha, was the brother of the tyrant demon 
king Hiranyakashipu. He propitiated Brahma and 
attained the boon of invincibility. He was exempted 
from hurt by god, man or beast. In great pride, he 
began to harrass the gods and men. He even dragged 
the earth to the nether-regions under the waters, 
wherefrom it was saved by Vishnu, who assumed the 
form of a boar and caused it to float again. He killed 
the tyrant demon with his tusks. 

See : Das Avatars — the boar incarnation and also Hiranya- 
kashipu. 
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HOURI 

Source ; Muslim Scriptures 

Reference in Gum Gmnth Sahib; 

Her (Vrt^ hff it tn^mi 

ZTH 7^ HH^ ^fe^T fiiJdft W Utrar || 

Off tf.' U t if. 1c£3) ! 

Let Grace of the Lord be your Mecca and becoming the 
dust of the feet be your fast. Let the practice of Pir*s (Guru's) 
instruction as required be your Bhista (Paradise), The 
devotion of the Lord-God in suitable cloister by your Houri, 
light and fragrance. 

(Mam M. 5, p. 1083) 

Comments : In Muslim belief any of the nymphs of Paradise 
is a Houri. When the faithful enters the heaven, he is 
welcomed by a houri. Guru Arjan Dev. in the above 
reference has rejected the idea of the enjoyment of a 
houri by a faithful Muslim, 

INDRA 

Source : Vedus, Pit ran as and Manabh&rftta 

References in Guru Gmnth Sahib ; 

fH^r §ft ft ^ araftr II 

s tfA 

Millions of Indras serve the Lord, 

(Bhairu fCabir, p. 116$) ^ 
(WE M: 1, NJ 3, tf ??M> 

Indra was ordered and it rained heavily. 

(Var Malar M, J, M. 3i P- 1281) \ 

fc^ryut vrttr H^vra" h^^ii 

§900 tf tf, y$j) 

One has to die ultimately in Indra Puri. 

ftjfljurt M. .5", p, 
(WW WW^t Wl' 5, X; % l/ (f U9) 

Indra received the punishment of one thousand marks of \Q 
disgrace and wept. 

(Var Ramkali M. 3, Sbalok M l t p 953) 1 
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^ray ^Hfefenr 7 feH^t fen ^ftr fe^ w^fewii 

TRTH TTBte f%U7> M U$ 3 1 Hfe U^Wll 

fl/^f W <?, 

On seeing Ahalya, the wife of ascetic Gautama, Indra was 
allured. When a thousand marks of disgrace appeared on 
his body, he repented in his mind, ( f£4$ 

' (Pmbbatt M, I p. 1344) 

Comments : In dm is the king of gods. He carries his weapon 
of thunderbolt in his right hand. He is the god of 
atmosphere and dispenses rain. Many hymns are 
addressed to him in Vedas. The name of his wife Indrani 
is SachL His heaven is called Amaravati or Swarga. 
According to Mahabharata, he seduced Ahalya, the wife 
of the sage Gautama. In punishment he received one 
thousand marks of disgrace on his body, but on 
performance of austerities these marks were changed to 
eyes. When Ravana invaded Indra and defeated him, he 
was carried off to Lanka by his son Meghanada, who 
received the title of Indra-jit Brahma interceded on 
behalf of Indra for his release, but he was told that the 
punishment of defeat was for the seduction of Ahalya. 
Indra was the father of Arjuna by Kunti and for him, he 
is said to have cheated Kama of his divine coat of mail. 
In order to save his throne, he frequently sends celestial 
nymphs to excite the passions of holy men. He appears 
in rivalry with Krishna, because Krishna stole the Parijata 
tree from his heaven (See Var Asa M. 1, p. 470). Indra has 
a white horse and an elephant, which are said to have 
sprung out from the milk- ocean, when the same was 
churned by both gods and demons- 



ISA, I SARA, ISHARA (ISHWARA) 

Source : Puranas 
References in Guru Granth Sahib . 

di'^fd HiHg toht ii 

Isara (Ishara) Brahma and goddess sing Thy Praises, O Lord !... 

(Japu, p. 6) 

nfe* ^fe tr^t u^- >ny"?r ntft u 

<W $3$ H: v, if 1o33) | 

I am a sacrifice to my Lord Isa (Ishara). 

(Mam Solbe M. $, />, J 072) \ 
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Isa Mahesur (Shiva) serves the Lord, but does not know 
Hts Limits. 

(Var Malar M. 1, p. 1279) -J 
^rhFTg ^UW f37$\ 77 WUt»F It 

(wz # ^ j 

Isara (Ishara, Ishwara) and Brahma serve the Lord, but they 
could not know His Limits. 

(Var Gujri M. % p, 516) 

Comments : The words Isa and Isara are tadbhavas from 
Sanskrit Ishwara, which mean The Lord 1 , but they are 
also titles given to Shiva, when they appear with the 
name of any other god. 

JADAVA (YADAVA) 

Source : Mahabharata, Puranas 

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib • 

By cutting joke with Durbasa, Jadavas obtained the fruit 
(punishment). 

(Dbanusart tWamdev, p. 693) 

Comments : Yadavas are the descendants of Yadu, the eldest 
son of Yayati and DevayanL They were mainly 
cowherds. When Krishna was born, they seem to have 
settled in the neighbourhood of Mathura on the banks 
of river Yamuna. Krishna belonged to this tribe, which 
migrated with Krishna to Dwarka, 

See : Durbasa, Krishna. 

JAGANNATHA 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sabib ■ 
tHd l cVff Hdlrfl^A VTO II 

<wm&t w. Vi v. tfi) \ 

Jagannatha (The Lord of the world), Madhva, who is the life of \f 
the world, the Remover of Fear, remember Him in the heart. \ 

(Ramkali M. 5, p- 897) \ 



i 
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Jagannatha (Ihe Lord of the world has created all beings; He hath 
Perforated the noses of all and hath stitched the nose-string. 

(Nat M. 4. p. 981) 

Q aft ft Mt^ cffoT II 

What is the use of bathing (in the Jagannaiha temple) in Orissa.-, 

(Bibhas PrahhaH Kabir, p. 1J49) 

Comments : Ordinarily, the word Jagannatha means the 
Lord of the world, The first two references above 
pertain to this, The third reference is about the temple 
of Jagannatha at Puri in Orissa. 

When Jara, the hunter aecidendy killed Krishna (see the 
entry 'Krishna')* his body remained under a tree. Some 
pious persons collected the bones of Krishna and put 
them in a box. There they remained till the king 
Indradyumna was directed by Vishnu to prepare the 
image of jagannatha, with the bones of Krishna within 
it. Vishwakarma began the preparation on the 
condition that he would not be disturbed till the 
completion of the work. The king being impatient went 
to see the image after a fortnight, Vishwakarma, who 
was still busy in his work, got angry and left the work 
unfinished. This is the reason why the image has no 
hands and feet. The king was highly disappointed but 
on praying, Brahma promised to make the image 
famous, Then the gods were invited at the setting up 
ceremony of the image. It is said that Brahma himself 
acted as high- priest, who gave eyes and a soul to the 
god, which completely established the fame of 
Jagannatha. Two great annual festivals are held in the 
honour of the god in the months of Jaistha and Asarha. 

JAHARNAVI (JAHNAVI) 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Grantb Sabib i 

TTO^A"^t af ' dfldfa >H^\ II 

{mm h: &, v. '"■ 

Jaharnavi (Jahnavi) was brought by the ascetic Bhagiratha 

(Malar M. 4, p. 1263) ~ 



Comments : Jaharnavi or jahnavi is another name for the 
river Ganga (Ganges), When, after the propitiation of 
Brahma and Shiva, Ganga was being brought from 
heaven, the sage Jahnu was disturbed in his devotions 
by the passage of the riven In great ire, he drank up 
its waters. Afterwards, when he relented he allowed the 
river to issue from his ear. Therefore Ganga is called 
Jahnavi i.e. the daughter of Jahnu. 

See : Ganga, Bhagiratha. 

JAMADAGNI 

Source : Brail mil rid a Pur ana 

Reference in Guru & ninth Sahib: 

dl l S tTH^dlfo UdHd l HTra" I \ % 

Parasrama, the son of Jamadagni, who was divested to his 
ha nd r s axe and powers by Ragiuivira, sings the divine 
praises of Guru Nanak Dev 

(Swayye M. Fable Ke, p. 1389) 

Episode : Because of the wickedness of Kshatriya kings, the 
mother Earth made representation to Brahma. She was 
taken to Mahavishnu, who promised to take an incarnation 
as the son of Jamadagni and punish the wicked kings. 

Jamadagni, the son of Richtka, was a pious sage, and one of 
the Saptarishis, He married Renuka, the daughter of king 
Prasenajit, who was contented to partake in his ascetic 
life. Once Renuka went to bathe in the river, she saw 
Chitraratha, the prince of Mrittikavati, sporting with his 
wife in the water. She felt envious of their enjoyment and 
returned to the hermitage with defiled thoughts. Perceiving 
her agitation, tier husband Jamadagni was exceedingly 
wrath. He commanded his sons to kill their mother. It was 
only Parashurama, who obeyed his order and with his 
;ixe struck off his mother's head. For this service, 
Parashurama received the boon of invincibility. Once the 
king Kartavirya came to the hermitage of Jamadagni and 
in his absence carried off his cow Kamadhenu. 
Parashurama was also not in the house. When he came 
to know of it, he followed the king and killed him in the 
battle. The sons of the deceased king, in great rage, came 



to the hermitage and killed the sage Jamadagni. When 
Parashurama came home and saw his lifeless father, he 
swore that he would extirpate the whole race of Kshatriyas. 

Comments : In the above reference from Guru Granth Sahib, 
Raghuvira or Ramachandra is shown as having been 
victorious over Parashurama the son of JainadagnL 
Parashurama was destroying the race of Kshatriyas, 
when Ramchandra in an encounter with him divested 
him of his axe. This account is given in Ramayana. 

See ; Parashurama in Das Avatars. 

JAMUNA (YAMUNA) 

Source : Puranux 
References in Guru Granth Sahib; 

(WP? W B f 

Ganga, jamuna, Godavari and Sarasvati make effon to 
touch the dust of die feet of saints* 

(MaJar M 4 t p 1263) t 
t^H W&H MS* ip*f n^xT 

It is the Guru (Ramdas), who assumed the birth and work h l'^ 1 
of Machh (fish incarnation), Kachh (tortoise incarnation) 
and Baraha (boar incarnation) and who (as Krishna) played 
the game of ball on the bank of Jamuna. 

(Su ayyv Mubh> Omuthe Ke, p. 2403) 

Comments : The river Yamuna is described in the Puranas as 
the daughter of the sun (Surya). For sometime Krishna 
played on its banks. It is said that Krishna's elder brother 
Batarama compelled the river to change its course. 

JANAKA 

Source : Ramayana 
References in Guru Granth Sahlh i 
3 T HfHoT W r H T ihO^V H 

You are the incarnation of king Janaka*,-, 

(Swatfv Mahte Doofe Ke, p. 1391) 
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H^T tTiVoT UUfF JSfeT ftp>F%Ht II 

f^rt^r H: &, H^vtf} 

Do not be led astray by castes, Suka, the Brahmin, meditated 
while sitting at the feet of the Kshatriya king Janaka. 

(Kama M, 4 t p. 1309) 

Comments : Janaka was the king of Mithila and father of Sita. 
He had a great bow of Shiva with him. He had 
announced that any prince who would bend that bow, 
would be married to his daughter, It was Rama, who 
performed this feat and was thus married to Sita. Janaka 
had invited Dasrath, the father of Rama and king of 
Ayodhya for the marriage ceremony. He also proposed 
to marry his daughter Urmilla to Lakshmana and his 
two nieces to Bharata and Shatrughana. Alt this was 
done with great pomp and show. 

The sage Yajnavalkya was the priest of Janaka and also his 
adviser. Through his pure and righteous life Janaka is 
said to have attained Unity with Lord-God. Though he 
was a Kshatriya, he became the preceptor of the great 
Brahmin sage Suka (Sukhdev) the son of Vyasa, 
because of his great spiritual attainments. It is said that 
he asserted his right of performing sacrifices without 
the intervention of priests (Brahmins). 

When he left this world and was going towards the Abode of 
the Lord, he heard in the way the cries and waitings of 
many jivas. They were, in fact, the sinners who were 
undergoing the punishment in hell. He interceded on 
their behalf and got them rescued from the fire of hell. 
The Dharmaraja let them off after receiving the Command 
of Lord-God , who is ever kind towards His devotees. 

See : Rama and Sita. 

JANMEJA (JANAMEJAYA) 

Source : iVf aha blia rata 

References in Guru Granth Sahib . 

(dt$tf1 V 1 p !/ I 

Janamejaya could not comprehend the Word of the Gum. 
Having strayed in illusion, how could he attain peace. He 
erred a little (and afterwards repented). 

( Gaufl At. 1, p. 225) 
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The king janamejaya was being advised by Vyasa (not co ride 
the horse, not to bring home the Apasaras and not to do any- 
thing at her bidding) , but the king did the same and accepted 
the proposal of the Apasaras regarding the performance of a 
Yajna. He invited eighteen Brahmins. CWIien the queen 
a r rived wearing tra [is pa rent clothes, the Br.il 1 m ins I a u £ \ 1 e d) . 
The king in great ire, killed them t (the king was seized by 
leprosy) and he could not escape the Destiny. 

(Pmhhati M. I p, 1344) 

Episode : The king Janamejaya was the son of Parikshit and 
grandson of Arjuna. He did not act according to the 
advice of his Guru Vyasa, who forbade him from riding 
a particular mare, and sending the horse bom of her 
for Ashwamedha Yajna. He was also forbidden to marry 
a very beautiful damsel, who would meet him while 
hunting in the forest. He was also told not to perform 
the Yajna and not invite the Brahmins for performing 
the rites of the Yajna. He was also cautioned for not 
killing the invited Brahmins, But whatever was destined 
had to happen. It is said that though, the king tried to 
avoid all the above-mentioned happenings, but the Writ 
on his head led him towards everything anticipated by 
Vyasa. As a result of the killing of the Brahmins, who 
laughed on seeing the queen in transparent clothes, the 
king became a leper In order to save himself from such 
a grave disease, the king was advised to listen to the 
Katha (reading) of Mahahharata. This great epic was 
recited by Vaishampayana and the king listened to it 
in expiation of the sin of killing Brahmins, 

JARASANDHA 

Source : Mahabharatrt, Bhagavata Puranii. 

Reference in Gum Grant h Sahib: 

iHa'AfU orwfry?^ wtririi 

M: % 318) \ | 

Jarasandha and Kalayavana were killed. 

(Gaurf M. 1. p. 224) 

Episode : Jarasandha was a terrible king of Magadha, Asti and 
Prapti, die two wives of Kansa were daughters of 



Jarasandha. When Kansa was killed by Sri Krishna, the 
daughters went to their father and wailed and wept 
before him. Jarasandha was filled with great ire and with 
a mighty army besieged the city of Mathura. A fierce 
battle followed between Jarasandha and Sri Krishna, 
During the fierce fighting, Balarama was about to kill 
Jarasandha, when a heavenly voice was heard that 
Balarama was not the person to kill Jarasandha. Therefore 
Jarasandha was set free by Balarama and Sri Krishna. The 
enmity between Sri Krishna and Jarasandha was lifelong. 
They confronted each other eighteen times, Ultimately 
Sri Krishna decided to kill Jarasandha in a duel . Once Sri 
Krishna, alongwidi Arjuna and Bhima went to the city of 
Magadha in die guise of Brahmins. They were received 
with traditional courtesy by Jarasandha, who wanted to 
know about their identity. Sri Krishna told him that his 
friends were having the vow of silence, which would 
terminate only at midnight. At midnight, Jarasandha 
came again to know the identity of the three Brahmins. 
Then Sri Krishna revealed to him that they were Krishna, 
Arjuna and Bhima and had come to fight a duel with him. 
They wanted to set free many innocent kings, who had 
unreasonably been put in a dungeon- Jarasandha was 
asked to select any one of them for a duel. He, in a great 
fury, selected Bhima, who killed him in that duel. 

Comments ; The tyrant had to be punished and for this 
purpose > the method of due I- fighting was chosen, so 
that the unnecessary warfare could be avoided. 

JASODA (YASODA) 

Source : Puranas 
Reference hi Gum Grantb Sahib: 
of^H ^7> HIJH ^tfe ffrr H3T 

srair h 7 ?m*F fwHfd ^tjt w*^ *nftr *rt© w 

O Lord ! Thou of Lotus-eyes f of Sweet Words, with whom 
million of companions look elegant, whom the mother 
Jasoda asks to eat curry and rice 

CSwayye Mahh Chan the Ke, p. 1402) 

Comments : Jasoda (Yasoda) was the foster-mother of 
Krishna and wife of the cowherd Nanda. 

See : Krishna, 
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KA'BAH 



Source The Koran, Muslim Literature 

References in Chtm Cm nth Sahib • 
H§fe?FHftr Wig fo^ti q>n'^y 

0[3Tjt zzfy if 131/0/ 

If you pray fraudulently in your mind, what is the need 
of going to Ka'bah for a bajf ? 

iPr&bbaii Kahtr, p. 1350) 

f(H HJ^t fe»f UH rFfe 11 

o(yld oft TTafH ^Tift 3* cT§ oTCF y^fe - 1 1 

(jmw trite, if, isjw) 

The Sheikh (Muslim divine) without the quality of sabar 9 
(patience) — why should he go to Ka'bah for a bajj t says 
Kabir ? The one who has no completeness of the heart, why 
should he hope for union with God? 

(SbaJok Kabir, p. 1374) 

Comments : Ka'hab is a square temple in the city of Mecca, 
which is the most sacred shrine of the Muslims, It is 
said to have been built by Adam and later on rebuilt 
by Abraham and IshmaeL Abraham placed in one of 
its corners the black stone given by the Archangel 
Gabriel. Just nearby, there is the Zamzam well, from 
which Hagar drew water to save the life of her son 
IshmaeL The Prophet Mohammad, who was born and 
bred in Mecca, removed the idols from the Ka'hab and 
established Mecca as the holy city of Islam. Whenever 
and wherever the Muslim prays, he has to turn his face 
towards Ka'bah and is bound to make a pilgrimage and 
perform hajj in this sacred shrine, in his lifetime. 



KABLASA (KAILASA) 

Source Puraaat 

Reference w Gum Gmtub Sahib; 



w B f ^t nfddt fadfti trg 

rF W ftW yfe" ^ifir 7> offwH II 




Whose Praises are sung by Brahma (Birancha) a long with the 
hymns of the Vedas and for whom Shiva (the ascetic) holds 
fast on the Kahlasa (Kailasa) mountain and does not leave it.,. 

(Swayye Mahte Cbautbv Ale. p. 1404) 



Comments : Kailasa is a mountain situated like Meru to the 
north of Himalayas. The beautiful Manasarovar lake lies 
towards its south. Shiva's paradise (Shivapuri) is said 
to be a Mount Kailasa. Kuvera's abode is also there. 
It is also called Ganaparvata. 

KACHHA (KURAMA) 
(Tortoise Incarnation) 

Source s Pur* n as 
References in Gum G ninth Sahib 

ct^ 3jrar>r >K T fep>r mQdd'Hl u 

{HJM H t if. lot!) 

Machh (Matsya incarnation), Kachh, Kuraina (names of 
Tortoise incarnation) took birth according to the Will of the 
Lord, 

(Slant M 5, p> 1082) 
<W 1. U, 1o3J) 

The ten incarntions were created under the Will of the Lord. 

(Mam M I. p t03?) 

Comments : Both the words Kachh and Ktirama are applied 
to the Tortoise incarnation of Vishnu. Vishnu assumed 
the form of a tortoise at the bottom of the milk-ocean, 
making his back, the pivot of the mountain Mandara, 
which was churned by twisting the great serpent Vasuki 
as the rope. In this way fourteen objects (jewels) were 
recovered from the ocean. 



See : Das Avataias. 



KAIRAU (KAURAVAS) 

Source : Mahabharala 

Reference m Gum Gmntb Sahib ■ 

fret ft^rt ^^hua ft ^hIii 

The (Kairaus) Kauravas who had brothers like Durjodhana 
and uttered "everything is ours rt - their canopy was spread s ; 
over twelve yojanas (over 48 miles) but (in the battlefield) 
their Ixxiies weir e;itcn by vultures. 

(Dbanauiri tiamdei: pp 692-93) 
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Comments : The Kairaus or Kau ravas were the sons of the king 
Dhritarashtra and his wife Gandhari. They are said to be 
one hundred in number. Duryodhana was the eldest, 
then there was Duhsasana. They became jealous of their 
cousins known as Pandava and wanted to exterminate 
them. The story of the great war of Mahabharata is based 
upon their rivalry. Both Kauravas and Pandavas are the 
descendants of Kuru, but this patronymic is especially 
applied to the sons of Dhritarashtra. 

KALA-NEMI 

Source ; Ramayana and Furanas 

Reference in Gum Granib Sahib { 

Hd ' ftfa Hur^rii 

(Zjfgt H: T, 

The Lord destroyed Jarasandha and Kalayavana; The Lord! J 
also killed Raktavija and Kala-Nem (Kata-Nemt), 

(Gauri M I, p. 224) 

Episode : Kalanemi was the uncle of the demon-king Ravana 
of Lanka. When Hanuman proceeded towards Himalayas 
in search of the medicinal herb for reviving Lakshmana, 
Havana wanted him to be killed. For this purpose, he 
deputed Kalanemi with the promise of giving him half 
of his kingdom. Kalanemi assumed the form of a 
hermit-devotee and went to Gandhamadana, where 
Hanuman had gone. He invited Hanuman to his 
hermitage and offered him food. Hanuman refused the 
food and drink and went to take a bath in the nearby 
pond, where a crocodile seized him; he dragged the 
animal out of water and killed him. But from the dead 
body there arose a love Apsara, who had become a 
crocodile because of the curse of Daksha. The Apsara 
told Hanuman to be cautious of Kalanemi. Thereby 
Hanuman came to know the identity of the disguised 
demon. He went straight to Kalanemi and seizing him 
by his feet, he whirled him round and threw him with 
such a force that he fell before the throne of Ravana, 
In the Puranas, his previous life has been mentioned. 
He was an Asura and son of Virochana, the grandson 
of Hiranyakashipu. He was killed then by Vishnu, but 
was said to live again in Kansa and Kaliyuga, 



KALAJAMUNA (KALAYAVANA) 



Source : Rhagavata Purana 
Reference in Guru Granib Sahib; 
Hd'Afu oc«ntf?i II 

H: 1, tf. =7W 

Jarasandha and Kalajamuna (Kalayavana) were killed. 

( Gauri M, h p. 224) 

Episode : Kalayavana was the king of Taaras' and a great 
friend of Jarasandha, He wanted to conquer JMathura, for 
which he performed penance and received a boon from 
Shiva that none of the Yadavas would be able to kill him. 
Coming to know about the protection given by Shiva to 
Kalayavana, Sri Krishna, somewhat dejected, shifted to 
Dwarfed from Mathura. Another incident also occurred at 
this (juncture. King Muchukunda, a king of solar dynasty 
and son of Mandhata has on the request of god Indra 
gone to Devaloka along with his forces and defeated the 
Asuras (demons). Indra wanted to bless him with an 
award for the service, which he had rendered. 
Muchukunda, feeling very tired, wanted to be shown a 
place, where he could have sound sleep, because he had 
not slept for a long time. Indra led him to a cave on earth 
and told him that anyone who disturbed him in sleep, 
would be reduced to ashes by his very look. 

Kalayavana went to kill Krishna, but the latter pretended to 
be in great fear and fled. Kalayavana pursued him, who 
having come to know about Muchukunda, entered the 
cave. Kalayavana mistook Muchukunda for Krishna and 
kicked him violently. Muchukunda jumped up from his 
sleep and looked at Kalayavana, who was immediately 
reduced to ashes. 

Comments : The wicked king got his due punishment, 

KALI 

Source \ Puranas (Markandcya Purana, Durga Saptshati) 

Reference in Gum Granib Sahib: 

I /r - 

With dishevelled hair, they appear terrible. 

(Hhairo Kahtr, p. 1163) 
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Comments : The above reference may be in respect of a hag, 
but it seems to be particularly about the goddess Kali. 
Durga, the consort of Shiva assumed the form of Kali, 
when during her war with the demons, she had to deal 
with the Raktavija, whose every drop of blood which 
fell on the ground produced more demons. As Kali she 
drank all the blood of the demon and did not let it 
fall on the ground. In art she is shown as a half-naked 
black woman, very terrible in appearance having claws 
and tusks. She wears a garland of skulls and has a 
protruding tongue and a mouth dripping blood. 

KALI (KALIYA) 

Source : Vishnu Parana 

References in Guru Granth Sahib t 

wtof ^fst oT& wh>fT ii 

(My Lord) gave new life to Kali. 

{GonU Namdev, p r 874) 
cc'Wl Ttfw fe^F Wf&yF If 

tmrM: % tf r 

The Lord who has created the beings and controls their / , 
movements. It cannot be a great feat for Him, if as Krishna 
He subdued and surmounted Kali. 

(Asa M. 1, p. 350) ' 

Episode: Kali or Kaliya was a serpent king. He had five 
heads and lived in a pool of the river Yamuna. 
Numerous serpents attended him. He emitted fire and 
smoke. When Krishna was yet a child, while playing 
with Balararna and other friends, he jumped into the 
po^l. Kaliya immediately entwined him in his coils. His 
friends were terrified, but Balarama asked him to 
exercise his divine powers. When Krishna did so, the 
venomous Kaliya was soon overcome. It implored 
Krishna for mercy, who spared him and asked htm to 
leave the place at once. 
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KALI YUGA 

Source : Epics and Pur anas 

References in Gum Grant b Sahib- 

Hh? tJ^T H^f? fe^ offe ?PH II 

(<ffQ&l Sti'Glfe tf/Ww, if. 3&4} 

In Sat Yuga there was truth; in Treta, there were Yafnas 
(sacrifices) and in Dwapara, there was ritualistic worship. \ ^ * 
In the three Ages, there were three types of acts, but in 
Kali Yuga, trie Name of the Lord is the only base. 

(Gattri Bflfragan Ravkttis, p. 346) 

WF ( X: % V: &&>) 

,\ 4 

In Kali Yuga, the chariot Is of fire and falsehood is the charioteer, / 

(VarAsa, M. 1, p. 470) 

^fe" Hfo" H*H Tpftf «r»*>TFt M 

X: i?, 1/ 113V 1 

In the Kali Yuga, the only merit is of the Name of the Lord. I 

(Bbairo M, 3, p. H3V[y-y 
oTOt 5TW HfiT fEBC oTZT nntt Tt 

*$y& y%* fct£ t> n 

(HJ K; 1, if. 1ol8) 

In Kali Yuga, there is only one-fourth of the merit of 
Dharma. None has described it without the Perfect Guru, - 
The self-willed indulge in falsehood and Without the True 
Guru, the illusion is not effaced. 

(Mam M. I, p. J 024) 

oratjfaT U3>f STT^ fecT II 
feoT tffe H T ftPH T H^" ^IPH II 
MIT **ffB QP*^ H 

{&xmtf w 5, trtro; 1 

In Kali Yuga, only one- fourth of the power of Dharma 
remained. The Dhar ma-Bull walks only on one foot and the J ^ 
attachment of may a increases. The attachment of maya is 
exceedingly dark, One achieves salvation on attaining the 
Name from the True Guru, 

(Ramhuli M. 3, p. 880) 

Comments : Kali Yuga, the present age is the age of 
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degeneration, Dharma-BufL in this age is only one- 
legged. Only one-fourth of the virtue remains in this 
age. The vices increase rapidly. The corruption and 
violence reign supreme. In Bhagavata Purana it is 
recorded that in this age, most of the people are 
Shudras, They are wicked, vicious and unkind. The 
falsehood, deception, fear and distress prevail every- 
where. Women become shameless and ill-mannered. 
The kings become tyrants. There are wars, famines, 
droughts and floods. Guru Nanak Dev has conclusively 
said, "The Kali Yuga is like a knife and the kings are 
butchers. The Dharma has flown away like a winged- 
bird. There is dark night of falsehood and the moon 
of Truth is not visible. 

See : Yugas. 

KALPATARU 

Source : Furanas 
Reference in Gum Grantb Sahib; 

Amrit tambrosia), Sassi (moon), Dhena (wish -fulfilling 
cow), Lakshmi, Kalpatani (wish-fulfilling tree), Sikhira (the 
horse) and Sunagar (Dhanwantara) all came out from the 
ocean, the lord of [he rivers, but because of its past actions, 
it still remains saltish. 

(Dtmnasari Trilocban. p. 695) 

Comments : Kalpataru is also called Parijata, It was 
produced when the* milk -ocean was churned by god 
and demons. It was kept in Amaravati, the heaven of 
Indra. Once Krishna visited the heaven and on the 
request of Satyabharna, he brought if to Dwarka after 
a great battle. The tree returned to heaven after Krishna 
left this mortal world. Like Surabhi (the cow) this tree 
fulfilled all the wishes. 

See 5 Parijata. 
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KAMA 



Source: Puranas, Brail man us 

Reference in Gum Grantb Sahib: 

m$w mmf^TBf h: t/, if. i^t) 



O Kama ! (addressed as lust), the giver of a place in hell 
and transmigrator in many births, the abductor of die mind, 




visitor of the three worlds and destroyer of meditation, 
austerity and character.,... 

(Shalok Saboskrtti Af 5, p. J J5ffj 

Comments : In the above reference the lust has been 
personified as Kama, die god of love. In Hindu 
mythology, he is the son of Dharma, the god of justice, 
by Sraddha, the goddess of faith. According to 
Harivansha Purana, he is the son of Lakshmi. According 
to PUranas, his wife is Rati, the goddess of desire. Shiva 
reduced him to ashes by glancing at him with his third 
eye, because he obstructed his penitential devotion by 
inspiring amorous Uioughts. But afterwards he allowed 
him to be born again as Pradyumna. He has a son 
named Animddha and a daughter named Trisha, He 
is said to be the lord of Apsaras, His weapons are the 
bow and arrow. His vehicle is a parrot. 
According to Guru Grantb Sahib, Kama (lust) is one of the 
five major vices, the other four being Krodha (anger), 
Lobha (greed), Moha (attachment) and Ahankara (ego)! 
Kama and Krodha both combine to destroy the body 
(Ramkali M. 1, p. 932). Violence, lust, greed and anger 
are the four streams of fire (Var Majh JML 1, p. 147). 
In the reference given above, Kama is said to be the 
cause of transmigration. It leads one to hell. 

KAMADHENU 

Source : Pu ran as 
References in Gum Granth Sabih: 

*4«dH'=f «cjfj ht> fUnrihi 
Srrt Vdfcj'd n 

H: V t V. foJt) 

G dear mind, if you want the Parijata tree and also require 
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the Kamadhenu cow bedecking your house, then engage 

yourself in the service of die Perfect Guru 

(mrt4 M. % p lOVff) 

cr>ra?> zrfe ufe ^j^r gntf n 

W&ft tfvwtf w- 

Singing the praises of the Lord is the Kamadhenu cow. 

(Garni Sukbmcwl M. 5, p 265)' 

Comments : Kamadhenu is the name of the wish-fulfilling 

cow. She rose from the milk-ocean, when it was 
churned. It belonged to sage Vasishtha and also sage 
JamadagnL Whereas she fulfilled all the wishes, she 
also created a host of warriors, who aided Vasishtha 
against Kartavirya. When she was taken away by the 
king Kartavirya from the hermitage of Jamadagni by 
force, it was Parashurama, who fought with the king 
and brought back the cow. Surabhi, Nandini and 
Shabala are said to be her different names. The Sikh 
Gurus considered the Name of the Lord as the 
Kamadhenu. 

KAMALA-PATI (KAMALA KANTA) 

Source : Puranas 
References in Guru Gmntb Sahib: 

jl&i w? write, if. £r/?i 

Kama la- Pa ti, ihe husband of Ka mala (Lakshmi) i.e. Vishnu lily 
and Kavala Le. Lakshmi do not know the Lord, 

(Dhanasati Kabir, p. 691) 

ETHH'^H crafZT <5dd» II 

(WW V> V" fat?) 

Kamala-Kanta, the husband oi Kama la (Lakshmi) i.e. the 
Lord of Maya or God who enacts wonders 

(Mum M. 5, p. 1082) 

Comments : Kamala-Pati means the husband of Lakshmi or 
may a, In Gurmat terminology Kamakt-Pati as husband 
of Lakshmi is Vishnu, but as the Lord of maya, He is 
God Himself. 
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KAMALA PUTA 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Granth Sahib: 

^UH cTHTS" y^T Hte" fH^TTT 
3^477 UiT cKj'dSt II 

(W^W X: e t v! 1$otJ \/tA ' 

Brahma, born of lotus (the son of Lotus) and Vyasa, born 
of fish, performed austerities and became adorable. 

(Kmtm M. 4, p. t$30 

Comments : Brahma was born in the navel-lotus of Vishnu, 
therefore he is called the son of Lotus. In order to know 
the Lord, he travelled downwards in the lotus-tube for 
eighteen Yugas and then travelled upwards for eighteen 
Yugas; but still he could not know the Great Lord. 

See : Brahma. 

KANSA 

Source : Vishnu Purana 

Reference in Guru Grantb Sahib; 

gr*y ?* ^flfomr wr?^t ufewhi 

(3J§&?H: ?, if. 

Kansa > Kesi and Chandura were not equalled by anyone; 
They did not comprehend the Lord, therefore they were 
dishonoured. 

(Gaitri M. 1, p 225) 

Episode : Kansa was the son of king Ugrasena of Mathtira, 
whom he deposed and usurped his throne with the 
help of his father-in-law Jarasandha, the king of 
Magadha. He had married two daughters of Jarasandha. 
He was the cousin of Devaki, who was married to 
Vasudeva. It was prophesied that a son born of Devaki 
would kill him, therefore he endeavoured to destroy 
alt her children, The seventh child was transferred to 
Rohini, the second wife of Vasudeva. Krishna was the 
eighth child, who was exchanged with the newly born 
daughter of Nand and Yashodha, miraculously, on the 
night of his birth. The seventii child Balarama and the 
eighth child Krishna both were brought up by Nand. 
When they escaped the evil designs of Kansa, the tyrant 
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ordered all the young male children of his kingdom 
to be killed. He wanted the killing of Krishna by any 
means, therefore he sent several demons to do the job, 
but none of them could harm the divine child, He 
invited both the brothers BaJarama and Krishna to 
Mathura, where the powerful demon Chandura was 
engaged for the job. Krishna killed Chandura, the 
wrestler and afterwards killed Kansa also. 

See : Das Avatars (Krishna), 

KAPILA (KAPILADA) 

Source : P limn as 
Reference in Gum Gmnib Sahth : 
dl'^fd ^fUB'fe »Tfe HdlJJd II 

, I - 

The great Yogis like Kapila etc. sing the Praises of Godlike 
(Guru Nanak). — . 

(Swtijye Mable Pable Ke. p. 1389) 

Comments : Kapila, the celebrated sage, was the founder of 
Sankhya philosophy. He is sometimes identified with 
Vishnu. He lived in the nether-regions (Fatala) and is said 
to have destroyed sixty thousand sons of king Sagara. 

See : Ganga and Bhagiratha. 

KARNA 

Source; Mahabharata 

Reference in Guru Gnmib Sahib i 

h*t org ^75" ^raftr vRT'yrtl 

ffkdld'di £j&^6, if. tt) 

There the great warrior like Kama was crushed with hands 
(by Dharmaraja), 1 cannot withstand him. 

(Sri Rags Trtlochan, p. 92) 

Comments : Kama was the son of Kunti by Surya, before she 
was married to Pandu. He was thus the half-brother of 
Pandavas, but this relationship came to their notice only 
after his death, Kunti had been given a charm by the 
sage Durvasas, by which she might have a child by any 
god, whom she invoked. Since Kama was born before 
her marriage, she left the child on the banks of Yamuna, 
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where it was found by Nandana, the charioteer of 
Dhritarashtra, who brought him up, Indra gave him 
great strength and a javelin, which could kill anyone 
against whom it was hurled. Kama became the king of 
Anga or Bengal. Though Kama had come to know that 
he was the half-brother of Panclavas, still he sided with 
Kauravas and had great animosity for Arjuna. With the 
javelin, he had killed Ghatotkacha. He himself died in 
the great war of Mahabharata with the crescent-shaped 
arrow shot by Arjuna. 



KASHI 

Source: Puranas 
References m Guru GmtUh Sahib: 

Tram t^H frn^ywt di<'f*!»FM 

H^TOW FHtl! 
oTHt HH tftw£\ I I 

©art wmfB QddfH WBtU 

vHJ dlfrl fe^ TTW H 1 ^ II 

1 wasted the whole life in Sb ivpuri (Kas hi , Vara nasi) and an he 
time of death I came to Maghar, For many years I performed 
religious austerities at Kashi and death came while abiding at 
Maghar. I see no difference in Kashi and Maghar. How can 
one get salvation with shaJiow devotion. O Ganesha (who 
laid the foundation of Maghar) and Shiva (who laid the 
foundation of Kashi) I You are a witness and everybody 
knows that Katair died while absorbed in Lord's devotion. 

(Gauri Kabir, p. 326) 

7j* cT'hT Kfe ©T-lr^ TP cThI tifw i=rfe It 
fWg ^Ht -rtfW HlBW frfftife Hfe^jd l¥'fe H 

(%r&t H: 3, if. Ut*U 

Neither the intellect comes by going to Kashi, nor it goes 
away by remaining there. The intellect is created on 
meeting the True Guru, when the consciousness dawns..,,. 
This mind is the Kashi and all the pilgrim-stations and 
Smritis; the True Guru has given me this understanding. 

(Gujri M. 3, p* 490 
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Comments : Kashi or Varanasi (Banarasa) is the sacred city 
of the Hindus. It is believed to have descended from 
the gods originally. There is a belief that whosoever 
dies at Kashi, goes to heaven and whosoever dies at 
Maghar goes to hell. But Kabir has rejected this belief, 
which can be seen in the first reference above. Kashi 
is also the great religious centre of the Hindus. Many 
Pundits, scholars and sages of Hindu religion were 
concentrated there. Guru Nanak Dev held discussions 
with the Pundits of Kashi. Guru Amar Das in the second 
reference given above has refuted the idea that one 
becomes a man of real intellect by studying at Kashi. 
According to him, the real intellect comes on meeting 
the True Guru. 

KEDARA 

Source: Puranas 

References tn Cum Gmntk Sahib; 

»rsHfer nrfer H>FFt fill 

OfJ H: 1 t *f, 

Ganga, Yamuna, Vrindavana and Kedara, Kasi, Mathura, 
Dwarka Puri s Sangam and Sixty -eight pilgrim-stations — ail 
these places are there within Thy Form. 

(Mam M> J, p. 1022) \ 

ot*J*S Hrftr^ HUTTHtll 

(WttX: & t if. 1343} 

L 

Shiva in the form of a butfalo established Kedara. 

(Malar M. 4, p. 126/,) 

Comments : There are twelve great Lingas (Phallus) of Shiva 
and Kedara is one of them. Kedara is also called 
Kedaresa or Kedara -natha. It is an important temple of 
the Hindus in the Himalayas, wherein there is an image 
of Shiva with the head of a buffalo. It is said that having 
been defeated by Pandavas, Shiva assumed here the 
form of a buffalo . Therefore he is called Mahishaaee. 
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KESI (KESU) 



Source: Vishnu Purana 

References in Gum Crantb Sahih 

(zrfM h; ?, ^v; 

Kansa, Kesu CKesi) and Chandura were not equalled by 
anyone; They did not comprehend the Lord, therefore they 
wu re dis hon o u red . 

(Gaun M A p, 225) 
WHt ^TT HH^" fprf?> cft^fr II 

(My Lord) killed Kesi and Kansa. 

(Gond Namdvv s p. 874) 



i if 



Episode ; Kesi was a demon, who took the form of a horse 
and attacked Krishna, who rent open his mouth by his 
arm and tore it asunder like a tree struck by lightning. 
For killing Kesi, Krishna was named Keshava. 

KHAGATANA 

Source: Puranas 
Reference in G'ttnt Gmnth Sahib : 
tf^T H?> Mh"T H?T frpT H?> Md'd H?Y JTU Hf%T Qu"d II 



(hwz k if. mt?) 



\ 



Khagatana (the body of a bird), 
Meentana (the body of a fish), 
Mrigatana (the body of a deer) and 

Bm ha tana (the body of a boar) T 

were all emancipaied in the company of" the saint (GunA ! 

(Malar M. 5. p- 1269) 

Comments : The personage in the body of a bird (Khaga) 
was Hcmsa (Swan) incarnation of Satyuga or Jatayu of 
Treta Yuga. Jatayu tried to intercept Havana when he 
was forcibly taking away Sita + Rama found him in time 
to hear his dying words. The personage in the body 
of a fish was the fish incarnation of Vishnu. The 
personage in the body of a deer was the sage Shringi. 
His story is related in the Ramayana. He passed the 
earlier years of his life in the hermitage of his father 
in the forest and therefore had not seen the face of 
a woman. The damsels sent by the Raja of Anga enticed 
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him from the hermitage of his father. When he reached 
there he caused the rain to fall in plenty. He was 
married to Santa, the daughter of the Raja. Afterwards 
he was engaged to perform the aswamedha of 
Maharaja Dasratha. Tt is also thought that Mrigatana was 
the son of the famous sage Shringi, who was born of 
a doe. He had the horns of a deer on his head. Another 
version states that Mrigatana was Maricha, who 
changed his form into that of a golden deer to entice 
away Rama at the bidding of Ravana, when he was 
planning to carry away Sita. Maricha was killed by 
Rama. The personage in the body of boar was the boar 
incarnation of Vishnu, 

KHARBAHANA 

Source : Tradition, Purniias 

Reference in Gum Granth Sahib : 

*tt Wtt Qs^k II 

fife WXVf, V. tl8) I 

One who runs towards Bhairava, Bhuta or Sitaia, he gets an / \ V 
ass to ride (Khar-Vahana) and diffuse the dust in the air. j ^ ° 

(Gond Namdev, p. 874) 

Comments : Kharbahana means riie vehicle (vahana) of an 
ass (Khar). The goddess Sitaia (Shitala) has the ass as 
her vehicle. Therefore the word 'Kharbahana' particularly 
refers to the goddess Sitaia. 

KINNARA 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib: 

^ret §ftr fci>>d fUn 1 ^ n 

-J f)y 

There arc millions of Yaks has, K innards and Pishachas. 

(Gauri Sukbmani M. 5, p. 276) \ 

Comments : A Kinnara is a mythical being with die form 
of a man and die head of a horse. Kinnaras are said 
to have sprung from the toe of Brahma along with the 
Yakshas. They are musicians and dancers of gods and 
live in the heaven of Kuvera, the god of wealth. 



KRISHNA 



Source: Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sahib ; 
Hcf HgiHA H^ff W B" »MW I' 

(WV WW, X: '% V. &4t) 

The One Krishna is the Chief among gods, the soul of their I 
godliness. If one comprehends the secret, this soul is God x j D [ ' 
Himself... 

(Yar Asa, M 2, p 469) , 

a i ^f ?> unflw m*^f& op?£ll 

foddQ f>>dc*'d T=RJ ?TH it 
tT cirr ^fbtf 7 HdfF5" H0 f ^ 11 

ft^ fr^ttr c^lK 

(WW w % s&t) j 

tThe false Gums) Sing of Gopis and Krishna, Site and Rama, 
but no: the Fearless and True Transcendental Lord Who is 
the Creator of the whole world, whom only His servants 
through their great deeds adore 

(Var Asa, M h P 465) 
tJrf Hfil Hfe ^7*t #^T^fe 
cT77 f^HA iT^VT ^feW H 
^-I' diH 1 ^ ETRlt >H T fH>K T 
fti^^A Hfir t^J crWfT|| 

jf^r W 7 , W 7, V, 8?o) 

In the period of Yajur Veda, there was Kahn (Krishna) in I ■■ 
Yadava clan. He seduced Chandravali (Gopi) by force and i 
brought (from Heaven) the Elysian Tree for her. At 
Vrindavana, he revelled in love with her, 

(Vets Asa, M, l p. 470) 1 

Ufe ^ffe # Wll 

h^h htj^ gfe" w^ra gr^" II 
ufe- nf?> vmr tH r ^«l ii 
rrf?> rjfc f^TOT crwtll 

ufe ufer re ry^'y^n \)^^ 

7>n( or gnn-ft »r?^ 11 
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Hail, hail, [he vina of the Lord is being played, the sweet 
and undying time resounds. Hail, hail, the wool of the ram T 
whose blanket is worn by Krishna. Hail, hail, O mother 
Devaki, in whose house there plays the Lord. Hail, hail, 
the forest of Vrindavana, where plays the Lord Himself, a \ J 
When he plays upon vina, the cows graze, the Lord of 
Nania (Namdev) remains in bliss. 

(Mali Gaum Namdev, p, 9HH) 

Comments : The name Krishna is not only used for the 
incarnation of Vishnu, but also for God Himself, The 
episodes of the life of Krishna sung by the devotees 
of Vishnu, do not have any significance in the Sikh 
Scripture, as can be seen in references 2 and 3 above, 
but when the same Name is given to the Lord-God, 
as in references I and 4, it is used with utmost respect 
and all its relations are sanctified. 

See : Das Avatars. 



KRODHA 

Source : Pur anas 
Reference in Gum Gmnlh Sahib . 
TT Sife H75" cTe"^" ofa^ 7* §TJdH^T II 

fwor~r tft^ ^ ortfe fea^ cjdfd yrar hbct^tii 

O Krodha, the source of strife, you do not have any mercy ? 
You have subdued the vicious persons, who dance before 
you like monkeys. 

(Shalak SabasMi M. .% p. 1$$8) 

Comments : In the above reference, the vice of Krodha has 
been personified. According to Hindu mythology, 
Krodha is one of the daughters of Daksha. She gave 
birth to all sharp-toothed monsters, who devour flesh, 
whether in the form of animals moving on earth, the 
flying birds or water-jivas. She is a stream of fire. 

See : Kama, 



HO 



KUBERA, KUMERA (KUVERA) 



Source : Epics 
Reference in Gum Grant h Sahib • 

(Wm X: V, w 1334) 

There are many Kumers CKubers) 

(Sarag M. 5, p. 1236) 

Comments : According to Mahabharata, Kubera (Kuvera) was 
the son of Pulastya. Ravana was his half-brother. The city 
of kuvera is called Alaka which is situated in the 
Himalayas. Once he was also in the possession of die city 
of Lanka, from which he was expelled by Ravana. He 
propitiated Brahma for a very long time and obtained the 
boon of immortality. He became one of the guardian 
deities of the world and also the god of wealth. He was 
4 also given by Brahma, the self-moving aerial car Pushpaka, 
which was seized from him by his half-brother Ravana. 
He is the king of the Yakshas. 



KUBJA 

Source: \%hnu Puraita 

Reference in Gum Grantb Sahib: 

hmIS aifcSd 1 fa^^u ojfyH 1 
fetrfti *H?nH?5* ar'alwfr ll 

Ganika, deformed Kubja and the sinner Ajamila were |^ 
emancipated. 

(tJattri Onit Hamdvv, p. 34$) 

Episode : Kubja was a deformed young female servant of 
Kansa. She met Krishna and Balarama on the highway 
of Mathura, carrying a pot of perfumed ointment. 
Krishna sportively asked her about the contents of the 
pot. She replied mirthfully that she was carrying a pot 
of perfume. Krishna wanted some of the substance, 
which was gladly given for the use of both the young 
men. Though her body was crooked, she was made 
perfecdy straight by Krishna, When the deformity was 
removed, she appeared to be a very beautiful woman. 
Being full of gratitude, she invited Krishna to her 
house. Krishna promised to visit her some other time, 
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KURU-KSHETRA, KURU-CHHETRA 

(KULKHET, KULCHHET) 

Source: Mahabharaia 

References in Cum Gmntb Sabib : 

>HH& Hldl'd HHfell 

oT% f?f^ sp^" ?>Tft ^f^"ll 

jiHr dfeew, ^ tm} 

If he goes to Kulkhet (Kurukshetra) at the time of the 
eclipse, and offers his bedecked wife, if he listen * 10 all 
the Smritis with his ears, all chese are of no avail if he 
indulges in calumny, 

(Qond Ravidm, p 

w s t if, VW£) * 

Ac first he (Guru Amar Das) came to Kulkhet (Kurukshetra) in 
order to celebrate the sacred day— festival of the True Guru, 

(TukhariM, 4, p. It 16) 

Comments : Kurukshetra literally means f the field of the 
Kurus'. It is situated near Delhi, in the state of Haryana. 
The great war between Kauravas and Panda vas wa.s 
fought here, At this place, the celestial song of Bhagavada 
Gita was addressed to Arjuna by Lord Krishna, It is thus 
an important pilgrim-station of the Hindus. It is said thai 
a great merit accrues if some rituals are performed here. 
A great fair of solar eclipse is held here. Guru Nanak Dev 
in his journeys visited this place on the occasion of the 
eclipse. Guru Amar Das also visited this place. The 
object of the visit of the Sikh Gurus was the spiritual 
amelioration of the masses. 

KUVALAYAPIRA 

Source : Vishnu Purana 

Reference in Gtmt Granth Sabib: 

(ffdfc X: 8, if. £o4; | i.' 

My Lord, in the form of a child killed Kuvalayapira, 

(Sorutb M. 4, p. 606) 

Episode : The tyrant king Kansa, in order to kill Krishna and 
Balarama sent this demon. He was in tile form of an 
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immense elephant and was employed to trample both 
the young boys under his feet. He did not succeed in 
his mission and was killed by Krishna. 

LACHHMANA (LAKSHMANA) 

Source : Ramayana 
Reference in Guru Grantb Sahib; 

htht it wrfenp udftfd >f& HHiuil 

vrfir 2^ ^>ra*r hW* hb*H3" HUH 

mm $ &fte h: % w M 1 

The ten-headed Ravana has taken away Sita and Lachhmana 
(Lakshmana) was killed because of a curse. Therefore Rama 
grieved In his mind for Sita and Lakshmana. 

(Sbalok Varan te Vadbik M, 1, p, 1412) 

Episode : He was son of the king Dasratha and brother of 
Rama. Dasrath had four sons viz., Rama, Lakshmana^ 
Bharata and Shatrughana. Rama was his son by his wife 
Kaushalya, Lakshmana and Shatrughana by his wife 
Sumitra and Bharata by his wife Kaikeyi. The king was 
snared by Kaikeyi in getting the exile of Rama for 
fourteen years and the kingship for her son Bharata. 
Lakshmana and Sita both accompanied Rama during his 
exile in the forests. During Uiis period, the demoness 
Surpanakha the sister of the demon king Ravana of 
Lanka saw Rama and fell in love with him. But Rama did 
not respond her love. Then she tried her luck with 
Lakshmana, but he also spurned her love. In her 
disappointment, she tried to harm Sita, but Lakshmana 
to punish her, cut off her nose. She went in this condition 
to her brother and narrated her woe to him. As an act 
of revenge, he forcibly carried away Sita, After that, 
Rama, with the help of Sugriva and Hanuman and their 
army waged a war with Ravana. The account of this war 
is given in Ramayana of Valmiki. During this war many 
a brave warrior fell in the battlefield from both sides. 
Lakshmana was grievously wounded and restored to 
health by a magic herb, which was brought by Hanuman 
from Himalaya. After successful completion of the war, 
Sita had to pass through a fire-ordeal and then all the 
three returned to Ayodhya where Rama was anointed 
the king. After sometime Sita became pregnant; but she 
had to pass through another ordeal again because of a 



113 



slanderous talk by a washerman. On orders from Rama, 
Lakshmana had to leave her at the hermitage of Valmiki 
before she gave birth to Lava and Kusha. 

When Rama's earthly career was drawing to a close, Kal 
(Time) went to inform him about it. While they were 
busy in conversing with each other, Durvasas came and 
wanted to see Rama immediately and threatened him 
with a most direful curse, if there was any delay in their 
meeting. In order to save his brother from the curse, 
Lakshmana went in to inform him about the arrival of 
Durvasas, knowing fully weil that anyone who 
witnessed the interview of Rama with Time would lose 
his life. In consequence of interrupting the interview, 
Lakshmana to the great distress of Rama had to die, 

Lakshmana 1 s own wife was Urmila, the sister of Sita and he 
had two sons ; Angada and Chandra-ketu. 

See : Das Avatars, Rama and Sita. 

LAKSHMI (LACHHMI or LAKHMI) 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sahih : 

WftTHt cldftj Z\dL*3 II 



03§ H: 3, if. \ 

All the gods make obeissance to Lakhmi (LakshmO, 

(Bbairo M. 3, p 1154) 

rT ^ Ulfo WfeHt II 

(HW l/ 111? 3) 

The Lord, in whose house die re is ever youthful Lachhmi 
(LakshmO. 

(Malar Namdev, p. 1292) 



\ 



Comments : Lakshmi is the goddess of fortune. She is one 
of the gems (Ratan), which sprang out from the ocean, 
when it was churned by the gods and demons. She 
became the consort of Vishnu. Because of her 
resplendent beauty and surpassing loveliness f she is 
called Padma, Kamla or Kavala. She is represented as 
sitting at the feet of Vishnu in his repose on the snake 
Ananta. She is often pictured as standing on a lotus 
(Padam or Kamal). She is also called Sri or the goddess 
of prosperity. She is said to have four arms. 

See : Vishnu. 
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LANKA 



Source: Ramayana 
References in Gum Granth Sahib: 

f^r ^^?r ura trsrfe ^ iret ii 

A strong fort like Lanka and the moat of sea around it — j 
such an abode of Ravana is no more traceable. 

(Asa Kahir, p. 481) 

yny H r ^v fwH* % ^rfewn 

The Fort of Lanka was made of gold; What did foolish 
Ravana take away with him ? 

(Bbairo Kabir t p. 1158) 

Comments : The island of Lanka as described in Ramayana 
was very vast and a plade of great magnificence. It had 
seven wide moats and seven walls of stone and metaL 
It was made of gold by Vishwakarma. According to 
Bhagavata Purana, this island was originally the summit 
of Mount Meru, which was broken off by the wind- 
god and throw r n into the sea. 

See : Ravana. 



LUBHATA 

Source ! Puranas 

Reference in Guru Granth Sahih: 

nrfnH^- fugj*r- ufiar ^ irftni 

(dew jfee'H, v. 1^38) ■ 

Ajamila, Pingula, Lubhata and Kunchara (elephant) went to 

the abode of the Lord. Such like evil persons attained •/ ^ 

salvation, why can r t you, O Ravidas ! j 

(Kedara Ravidas. p. 1124) 

Comments : The word Luhhata has been used for a hunter 
named Lodia. He did selfless service of the saints. He 
got good game on a day and offered one of his preys 
to the saint. The saint told him that it was of no use 
to him. He advised him to bring the game of one 
bearing conch-shell, discus and mace. The hunter tried 
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to find out such a victim, but could not do so. In utter 
disappointment, he wanted to commit suicide, the Lord 
then manifested Himself before him, 

MACHHA (MATSYA) 
(fish incarnation) 

Source : hi ran as, 5 at up at ha Bra hm ana 

References in Guru Grantb Sabtb : 

Machh (Matsya or fish incarnation), and Kachh (Kurama or 
tortoise incarnation) incarnated under the Will of the Lord, 

(Maru M. 5, p. 1082) 
>ft?> H?> H 7 ^ Hfef §*P% |( 

>/: ssrftf; 

ATmtf tan (Machh) was redeemed in the company of the , 

saint (Guru). 

(Malar A*. 5, p. 1269} 

Comments : It is said that the object of this incarnation was 
to save Vaivaswata, the seventh Manu from destruction 
by a deluge. In another legend it is stated that the 
demon Hayagriva carried off the Veda issued from the 
mouth of Brahma to the nether regions in the sea 
wherefrom the Veda was saved by Vishnu as a fish 
(Machh, Matsya) by killing the demon. 

See : Das Avatars (fish incarnation). 

MADHUKEET (MADHU and KAITABHA) 

Source: Purana* 
Reference in Gum Grantb Sahib: 

C&§Bf H: % V. WB) 

My Lord destroyed the demons without the practice of ' 1 
devotion including Sahasbahu, Madhukeet, Mehkhasa 

(Gauri M. I p. 224) 

Episode ; Madhu and Kaitabha were two formidable 
demons, who sprung from the ear of Vishnu, when he 
was sunk in his sleep of contemplation iYoganidrd) at 
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the end of the kalpa. Brahma created gods and demons 
both, who began to fight with each other. The Vedic 
incarnations were used as weapons by the gods. Seeing 
this, the demons made up their mind to steal the Vedas. 
Madhu and Kaitabha, aided by Maya, cast a spell on 
the gods and ran away with the Vedas and hid them 
at the bottom of the ocean. The gods were unable to 
perform the rites without the Vedas and Brahma was 
incapable of creation. At that time, Shakti, the female 
power of Shiva helped Vishnu iti die recovery of the 
Vedas. Vishnu assumed the form of a boar and brought 
back the Vedas. 

See ; Das Avatars (boar incarnation), 

MAHA-DEVA 

/ Source : Puranas 

References in Gum Grantb Sahib: 

f^wJw H; 3, if. itttf} 

Mahadeva, me Sage h stays wiriiin his own home, but he 
is morbid and highly egoistic. 

(Wadbam M. 3. p- 559) 

^Q^»d &fe H3 ^^ >h Qu^ ' II 
fe?^ rt niw ?> irfe^ vpfB fag^f ll 

qpt X: V, V" 282} 

The ten incarnations led their lives as kings; Mahadeva was 
an ascetic, he also could not know Thy limits, O Lord! j 
though he kept on rubbing ashes on his body and was tired 
in this exercise, 

(Suhi M. 5, p. 74?) 

H3»J? of fart ' H N 

There are millions of Mahadevas and Kailasha mountains, 

(Bbairo KaMr r p. 1162) 

Comments : Mahadeva literally means 'the great god r and is 
another name of Shiva, 

See ; Shiva. 



117 



MAHA-MAI 

Source i Pumnas 
Reference in Guru Gmntb Sabib; 

(Ufa $ t$8) 

He who worships Maha Mai (the great goddess), from man 
he takes his birth as a woman. 

(Gcmd Namdev, p. 874) 

Comments : Maha Mai is an epithet for the goddess Parbati 
or Durga. She is also called Mahamaya. 



MAHESH (MAHESHWARA) 

Source: Puranas 
References in Guru Gntntb Sabib: 



The Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesha (Shiva) are lost 
in illusion of three modes. 

(Ramkali M. 3 t p. 909) 

wwf H: U r if. 

Maheshuras (Maheshwaras) are in search of a Bmbm-Giant r b' 
fknower of Brahman (God)], 

(Gmiti Sukbmani M* 5, p. 273) ' 

Comments; Mahesh or Maheshwara are other names of 
Shiva. Maheshwara literally means f the great Lord'. 



MALIKA (MALAIKA) 

Sou rce : M u sti m Re tigiou s Literature 

References in Guru Gmnib Sabib: 

wftrs* wfen 

^fenr */tsrar mfwr 5^11 

The malik (angel, especially the angel of death) came and ,\£ 
seized the fort of the body, looted it and while going 
extinguished the two lamps of the eyes. 

(Shafaii Fa rid, p. 1380} 
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HHcfH >t9^ tT* ^'^h! H^^H #f?S"ll 

fe?>j fwwf&HT g^T>f¥ >H^r fen 1 wfarii 

When die angel of death (malik -ul-maut) will come after 
breaking all the doors, those beloved brothers will bind him 
down for burial. See the person going on the shoulders 

of four people...,. 

(Sbalak Farid, p. 1383) 

m&g fir wcs\ ^tro wfeii 

The malik (angel) about whom we had been listening, 
comes and shows himself 

(Shatvk Farid, p, 23 77) 

Comments ; Malik is a Persian word meaning angel. Its plural 
is nialaik One of the basic beliefs of Muslims is about 
angels. The prominent of them are Gabriel, Michael, 
Azrael and IsrafiL Azrael is the angel of death. 

MANDHATA 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Grant h Sabib: 

V$WW H# ftt dRi'fTsG Li 



Mandhata, who was said to be a chakravarti king (an emperor), 




utters the Praises of die qualities of Guru Nanak Dev.,, 

(Sitttyye Mabte rabte Ke, p. 2390) 

Episode : Mandhata or Mandhatri was the son of Yuvanaswa, 
who belonged to the race of Ikshwaku. Yuvanaswa had 
no son and no religious rite was organised to procure 
progeny for him. One night, a consecrated vessel 
containing water was placed on an altar as a part of the 
rite. Yuyanaswa woke up during die night and wanted to 
quench the thirst. He found the water only in the above- 
mentioned vessel and drank it. When the sages found 
that the water had been dmnk, they made the query as 
to who had drunk the same. The king Yuvanaswa said 
that he had drunk it unwittingly. He conceived and in the 
course of time gave birth to a child from his right side. The 
boy 3 who was named Mandhatri (or Mandhata) grew up 
and became a mighty monarch. He married Hindumati 
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and by her had three sons and fifty daughters. All the fifty 
daughters were married to the sage Saibhari. 



MARKANDEYA 

Source : Pur anas 
Reference in Gum Granth Sabih : 

(You have dug deep foundations and raised mansions on 

it. But tell me), who is greater than Markandeya who passed ,' \(n x 

his life under a thatch. 

(Dhana&art Namdev, p. 692) 

Episode : The sage Markandeya was the son of Mrikanda. 
He was the author of Markandeya Purana. He is famous 
for his long life and great austerities. He is also called 
Dirghayus, meaning 'the long lived'. He is said to be 
an ardent devotee of Shiva and used to worship a 
lingam in Varanasi all the time, In Yama's office his age 
was recorded only sixteen years. When the messengers 
of Yama came to take him away, he clung to the 
lingam. Hie messengers did not dare to touch the 
lingam, therefore they went back. Then Yama himself 
came in person, but he could not disentangle 
Markandeya from the Lingam. He bound down both 
the sage and the lingam together with a rope. It is said 
that Shiva himself appeared there and then, kicked and 
killed Yama. After that he indulged in one of his 
dances. At the request of the gods, Yama was brought 
back to life again. 

MATHURA 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Granth Sahib: 
dldtl ^TftPHT HM^ ^Htll H^ll 

W H- V, if. Vtoo) \ p 

The temples of gods at the pilgrim -stations on the banks of I 

the rivers such as Kedara, Mathura and Kasi will disappear. 

(Var Matu Dakhue M. 5 f p. 1100) 

Comments : Mathura is a holy city on the banks of Yamuna. 
It was founded by Shatrughana, the younger brother 
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of Rama. It was the birth-place of Krishna. Originally 
its name was Madhu-vana, because the demon Madhu 
lived there. Shatrughana had killed Lavana, the son of 
Madhu and built a city afresh naming it Madhura or 
Mathura. Dbruva's penance was performed here. 

MECCA 

Source : The Koran and Muslim Literature 
Reference in Gum Granth Sahib: 
HST ft-RTcT STF ^ WvFM 

(W H: V, V" lot3) 

Let your Mecca be the Grace of the Lord and the fasting w 
be the utmost humility (of becoming the dust of the feet)..... I 

(Mam M. 5 : p. 1083) ! 

Comments : Mecca is the sacred place of pilgrimage for 
Muslims. In the city stands the square temple called 
Ka'bah which was said to have been buil t by Adam, Later 
; Abraham and Ishmael were said to have rebuilt the 
temple. It was at Mecca that the holy Prophet Muhammad 
was born in about A.D. 570. Before going to Medina, he 
lived there for many years and founded the Muslim 
religion. While praying, the Muslims must turn towards 
Mecca and in their lifetime, they are bound to make a 
pilgrimage there. This pilgrimage is called hajj. Mecca is 
situated in the hills of western Saudi Arabia, about 80 
kilometres inland from the Red Sea Port of jedcla. 

MEHKHASA (MAHISHA-ASURA) 

Source : Puranas, Markandeya Purana (Dui ga Saplashati) and Mahabharala 

Refere?zce in Guru Granth Sahih : 

HUF% fWT d I fa nrfeWTT II 

■ {Wjf^f H: t, V. 338} 

11 - 

My Lord destroyed the demons without the practice of ^ ' 
devotion including Sahasbahu, Madhu keet, Mehkhasa 

(Gauri M. 1, p. 224) [ 

Episode : There is mention of two Mahishasuras in Hindu 
mythology. In Mah abhara ta y there is mention of this 
buffalo-headed demon being killed by Skanda. In 
Markandeya Parana's Durga Saptashati, a demon of 
this name was killed by Chandi or Durga. 
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MERU (SUMERU) 



Source i Puranas 
References in Guru Granth Sahib: 
3ra^>F oran f>ft W ^=J II 

There are many Karma-bhumis (action-oriented worlds) \ 
and many Merus (mountains) 

(Japu t p. 7) { 

hh B>ra" HIT W 77T ^ ^J7> ui^<j>* ii 

k- & $ l 

On the mountains (Meru Sumeru) many peacocks dance ^ • 
when the clouds are overcast. 

mm m. 4 t $ 9$3) 
^fe HHfe nr^MI 

/37^ ws? ? ^ ifsfa, as*?; ' 

■■' ' ^ ,_i 

I ascended Sumeru and came back after searching the I^ord, The | N J t s i - 

Lord who has built this fort of the body, I found Him there. , 
(Gauri Pitrbl Baivan Akbari Kabir, p. 341) \ 

Comments : According to Puranas, Meru (or Sumeru) is a 
fabulous mountain in the centre of Jambu-Dwipa. It is 
eighty-four thousand Yojanas high, its depth below the 
surface of the earth is sixteen thousand Yojanas. The 
Swarga or the heaven of Indra is situated on it. It is 
also called golden mountain or the mountain of the 
gods. On the summit of Mem is the vast city of Brahma. 
In the foot-hills of this mountain live the Gandharvas, 
Kinnaras and Siddhas. The demons live in the valley. 

NARADA 

Source : Puranas 
References in Guru Granth Sahib: 
cV di d H'dtJ H^oT 3% II 

Narada and Sarada (Sarasvati) are at Thy service, O Lord [ 

(Mam Mi h p. 1028) I 

ftrg- k& wfs tT^rtn 

?7^fegfiPHTfHllrTSra^ftll 

nr& ^jrat wr »ixp^ii 

xjt^ & ytTfo y^ra nre'tf n '\ 
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Mind us have forgotten their real path and have strayed. 
They are practising worship according to the direction of 
Narada, They are blind, dumb and in total darkness. These j 
fools worship the stones. 

(Var Bihagra M. 4, Shahk M. 1, p. 556) 

cS'd^ orjh H<ra tpn y^dfoi s?tt?> vrftr mj^S n 

$mfc&Ht if; v" tr^o; j 

The instruction of Narada was heard by the child Dhruva Lj^sf 
and was absorbed in devotion, 

(BUawvl M: 9. T p. 830) 
FT^^T ?Hj 5tfe cT 1 " 1| 

faFJF H: % t j 

In the mariner of Kali Yuga, the mind dances like Narada. Lj«J- ^ 

(Asa M. t p. 349) \ 

<Sddd rFf^ ITfH II 

rsw?5? H: v, v" rr^J ' 

The Lord be considered ever present, while acting the part ^ 
of Narada, \ 

(Rmnkati M. 5, p- $85) 1 

The mind did not follow the path of devotion propounded 
by Narada 

(Sorath Kabir, p. 654) ■ 

Comments : Narada is a great sage (rishO and one of the 
P raj a pads. He is said to have been born out of the 
forehead of Brahma, He is a favourite son of Sarasvati, 
therefore he is a talented musician and holds a vina in his 
hand. He is a well-travelled sage and knows everything 
that happens in three worlds. Though he is considered 
a messenger of the gods, he is also popular with the 
demons. In mythology, Narada has a resemblance witii 
Hermes or Mercury, because he is engaged in conveying 
messages and creating discord among gods and men, He 
is also a great instructor and preceptor. It is said that 
under his instructions, Dhruva became a great devotee of 
the Lord and attained a permanent abode for himself. His 
Bhakti-Sutras are very famous, but the Sikh Scripture is 
critical to his approach about worship, which can be seen 
in reference No. 2 above, though the path of devotion in 
itself is considered the best for the union with the Lord 
as in reference No. 6- 
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NARAKA (HELL) 

Source: Puranas (Vishnu Purana) 

fhiferences in Guru Gran lb Sahib: 

?T^5T h^bt fefe fefe >H^OT II 

(vrfM tfrnzf U. & # 

If after many austerities one is inflated with ego, he | ^ ( . 
transmigrates repeatedly in Hell and Heaven. 

(Gauri Sukbmdni M, 5, p 278) \ 

f^T HftT WG§ HH'd" II 

?>Bsr b^t fefn fefe nr&H^ 1 1 

(WW H: % if. 3t6 | r 

The world deals in three modes, it trans migrates repeatedly I 
in Hell and Heaven, 

(Asa M. 5, pi 389) I 

(WW: iQW^j 

A Shakta falls and suffers in eighty- four hells. 

CMmit M. I p. 1028) j 

7>Bcr W Htf ur^ nfforanurerr w^ll 

There are many sufferings in horrible hell, which is the 
abode of ungrateful people. 

(Var Gauri M, < Shalok M. 5> p. 3 15) - 
fHH^" H'yl^ II 

fW X: V r 131) ' 
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Those who remember the Lord, they do not go to hell. 



(Map M. 5, p. 132)^. 

Comments : In Hindu literature twenty-eight different 
divisions of hell have been enumerated. Manu has 
enumerated twenty-one hells. It is situated below Patala 
and is a region of darkness, fear and terror. Its divisions 
are described, with the particular crime punished in 
them. Though the Sikh Scripture makes the mention 
of Naraka of Hinduism and Dozakha of Islam, it 
presents its own interpretation of as many hells, as the 
births of transmigration. 

See : Dozakha. 
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NARASINGH (Man-lion incarnation) 



Source ■ Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sahib 

^H©u T fe' ufe ^h*^ fetf r fe>*f r ii 

Trie Lord manifested Himself by tearing off the column and \\ * 
killed the egoistic demon. 

(BhairoM. 3, p. 1154) 

^ w # feoTH sr ferm^ II 

<?fV i^h £^'fu ii 

ad i fd Sfe Ad Phut i^n 

The Lord came out of the column assuming huge size and 
killed Hiranyaksha (H irany akash ipu) with his nails. That 
Supreme Pumsha and God of gods manifested Himself as N u 
Narsingh for His devotee. r 

(Basant Kabir, p. 1194) f 

Episode : Vishnu assumed the form of man-lion in order to 
save the world from the tyranny of the demon king 
Hiranyakashipu. He had propitiated Brahma and 
become invulnerable. No god, man or animal could kill 
htm during day or night. He could not be slain inside 
or outside the palace. He was thus highly puffed up 
with ego and wanted his subjects to worship him. His 
own son Prahlada was a great devotee of Vishnu and 
did not leave his devotion at any cost. The tyrant tried 
to kill his son. He wanted to know if the Lord of 
Prahlada was omnipresent; was he present withm the 
column of the palace ? In great rage, he struck the 
column violently, whereupon, Vishnu came out of the 
column, tearing it off, vindicating the honour of His 
devotee. He had assumed the form of a man-lion (who 
is neither a man nor an animal). He was killed in 
twilight (which was neither day nor night). He was 
killed at the doorstep (neither inside nor outside of the 
palace). 

See ; Prahlada, Hiranyakashipu, Das Avataras (man-lion). 



NEJA1 



Source: Puranas 

faference in Gam Cmnih Sahib , 
^ ^ >H^r^ IJI^P^ 

m& dlUdH T H'A^ 

In whose house there are Arjuna, an aide-de-camp, Dhru> 
Prahlada, Ambrika, Naracte, Nejai, Siddhas, Buddhas 
alongwith ninety-two sporting Ganas and Gandharvas. 

(Malar NamdetK p. 1292} ' 

Comments : In the above reference, the devotees of the Lord 
include Nejai. According to the editors of 'Shabdaratha 1 , 
he was a sage. But there was a person named Naja 
or Naya, who was the son of Dharma by Kriya, 



PANCHALI 

Source: Mahabharata 

Ktf'erencv in Guru (iratah Sahib 

*i%n*t h^w h^t Hfir tph nftr nrvt n 

Panchali (the daughter of Draupad, the kmg of Panchal) thought 
of the Name of the Lord in die royal court. The Merciful Lord 
ended hei suffering and enhanced 1 lis Own Prestige. 

(Mam M. 9> p. iOOS} 

Comments : Panchali, the daughter of the king of Panchal 
is Draupadi. The above reference points to the removal 
of her garments in the Court and Krishna's miraculous 
help to her. 

See : Draupadi. 



PANDAVA 

Source: Mahabharata 

Re/erertce in Gum Cm nth Sahib i 

The Pandavas wept on becoming labourers, even if their \$ 
Lord Krishna was on their side. 

( Var Ratnkafi M. 3 W p 954) 
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Comments : The sons of Pandu are known as Pandavas. They 
were Yudhisthira, Bhirna, Arjuna, Nakula and Sahadeva* 
After their father's death, they returned to Hastinapur, 
where they were received kindly by their uncle 
Dhritarashtra. They were brought up with their cousins, 
the Kauravas. The Pandavas were only five and the 
Kauravas were one hundred. They received instructions 
from Dronacharya in arms and sciences, But the sense of 
rivalry developed between them from the very beginning. 
Yudhishthira was imparted the use of spear. Bhima was 
taught the use of mace and Arjuna, the use of bow. Nakul 
was taught the art of taming and managing horses - 
Sahadeva learnt astronomy and the use of the sword. 
Duryodhana was the eldest of the Kauravas and very 
jealous of all the Pandavas, especially Arjuna. The 
increase of rivalry led to many quarrels. Ultimately 
Pandavas were exiled, Duryodhana plotted their 
destruction by burning them in a house built of 
combustible materials. This plot was discovered in time. 
Afterwards they lived as mendicant Brahmins. For a year, 
they had to live incognito and in this year, they worked 
as labourers. The reference given above points to this 
event in their lives. When the great war of Mahabharata 
began, Krishna was personally on the side of the 
Pandavas. After the war, Pandavas became the rulers and 
when they retired from the world, they went towards 
heaven through Himalayas along with Draupadi, their 
common wife. It was only Yudhishthira, who entered 
heaven with bis dog. Kunti, the mother of the Pandavas 
conceived her children by connection with the deities, 
because die Pandu, by the curse of a deer, could not have 
progeny. Yudhishthira was the son of Dharmaraja, 
Bhima of Vayu, Arjuna of Indra and Nakula and Sahadeva 
of Ashwini Kumars. Kunti had conceived of a son by 
Surya before her marriage with Pandu and he was Kama. 

See : Draupadi, Kama and Krishna. 

PAINI DEVATA 

Source : Guru Nanak Dev, while mentioning 1 he preparation of I he pure 
cooked dish for offering or eating, has described the five ingredients 
M corn, water, fin.', salt and ghee. The first three are represented by 
Ann Devata (the god of corn), Pttni Devata (the god of water) and 
Baisantar Devata (the god of fire). These three gods make their own 
contributions, which are pure In essence. Their combination alongwith 
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salt and ghee produce a pure mixture called 'Prasad', which is both an 
offering and the grace. In Hindu mythology, Vishnu, the preserver, may 
be considered as the god of corn, Indra, the god of rain and storm and 
Var una, the god of oceans may jointly be considered a* the god of water 
(Parti Devata), Baisantar Devata is Agni in Hindu mythology, 

References in Cum Grantb Sabib . 

„„.ip^t fun* .... II 

mu t) 

The water is the father of creation. 

Qapu, p. m 
WW H: *? r if. Utfo) 

It is from water that the foodgrains, sugercane, cotton and 
even the three worlds are created. 

(Var Malar M. 1, p. 1290) 
H: f r if. 

In the first place, water is the seed of life, which sustains 
everything. 

(Var Asa M. hp. 472} 

„„ax*&\ ii 

fW WW W 

The water being the principle of life, is called god (devata) 
by Guru Nanak Dev. 

(Var Asa M. 1. p. 473) 
77^ WcThI §fe H>T% LI 

fW M: ffW 

The water not only moves in the form of streams, rivulets 
and rivers, it is stored also enormously in lakes, seas and 
oceans. It also takes the form of hail, ice, snow and cloud. 
It is present in space as vapour* 

(Asa M. 1, p, 41V 

trw wftr wife *tffa*rfy ii 

From water, heat and electricity are produced. 

(Gauri Kabir. p. 323) 

u^T ttst h& nmffcT n 

(3Wtft V^DPtF M: ^, T^otr; 

The sun is the source of energy for the evaporation of wa ter. 

(Tukbari Barabmaba M, J, p. 1108) 

Episode : Since there is no direct link of Pani Devata 
mythology, there is no episode. 
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PARAGA (PRAYAGA) 



Source ; Puranas 
References in Gum Grantb Sahib: 

fcHA'A ii 

(WW 7FMF&, if. t23J 

Bathing in Paraga (Prayaga) etc. do not equal the Praises 
of the Name of the Lord. 

(Gond Namdett, p, 873) 
HoTH VP^T ofhH 7 HciW W ^f<f II 

fn^ ufa tt'h cr vfsrfer U 1 ^ II 

Giving away great meterials in charity in the month of Magh , J \ < 
at Paraga (Prayaga) and getting the body sawed at Kashi — 
without the Name of the Lard none attains salvation 

(Malt Gaum M. 4. p. 986} 

Comments : Paraga (Prayaga), the famous pilgrim-station of 
Hindus is nowadays called Allahabad. There Ls confluence 
of three rivers here, Ganga (Ganges), Yamuna and the 
fabled subterranean SarasvatL 



PARASRAMA (PARASHURAMA) 

Source : Epics and Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sahib: 
a I '5 HH^dlTfV UdHd'HTja' 
oTH ^6'^ ^Uf ^tf dfdG II 

Parasrama, the son of Jamadagni, who had been deprived 
of his axe and strength by Rama, sings the Praises of Guru , 
Nanak Dev. 

(Swayye Makle Pabie Ke, p. 1389) I 

uarH ^ usf® *nfe»»Fii 

(W^ FWW^t Mr 3, imw Mi *l, If. t*43) 

Parasrama wept, when he came hack to his home. 

(Var Ramkait M. X Sbatok M. l t p. 953) 

Episode : Parashurama was the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. He 
was the fifth son of the Brahmin sage Jamadagni and 
Renuka. When the thousand-armed Kshatriya king 
Kartavirya forcibly took away the cow Surabhi 
(Kamadhenu) from the hermitage of his father Jamadagni, 

129 



Parashurama, in great rage, pursued him and in the battle 
killed him. The sons of the king killed Jamadagni, the 
father of Parshurama. Because of his father's murder, 
Parashurama vowed vengeance against them and the 
whole Kshatriya race. He is said to have fought and 
cleared the earth of Kshatriyas in twenty-one bloody 
battles. In Mahabharata it is written that he was struck 
senseless by Ramachandra, the seventh incarnation of 
Vishnu; he was deprived of his axe and his strength by 
Ramachandra* 
See: Das Avatars (Parashurama), Jamadagni. 

PARBATI (PARVATI) 

Source: Puranas 
References in Guru Crunth Sahib. 
FTH^ TU¥ ^ 3J¥ WHHt H*Ht IL 

My Gum is only Shiva, Gorakh (Vishnu), Brahma, Parbati, 
Lakshmi and Sarasvati. 

{Japu, p. 2) 

fR^ Hoffj Wftl ^Vfe fe^jl 

The Lord Himself creates Shiva and Shakti (Parbati) 

(Ramkaii M 3, Ana rid. p. 920} 

^^KT ?«fi tT* H3HH 

The goddesses do not know the secret of the Lord, The i 
Unknowable Para Brahman CTranscendental Lord) is above all 

(Ramkaii M. 5, p. 894) 

{fzgmte, if. iiti) 
Millions of Durgas (Parbatis) massage die Lord. 

(Bhairo Kabir, p. 1162) 

Comments : Parbati is the consort of Shiva, As the Shakti 
(female energy) of Shiva, she has two aspects, die mild 
one and the fierce one. In her milder form she is Uma, 
Gauri, Parvati, HaimavatL, Jaganmata and Bhavani. In her 
terrible aspect she is Durga, Kali, Chandi and Bhairavi. 

See:Durga and Bhavani (Ad Bhavani). 
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PARI (FAIRY) 
(Plural — Parian) 

Source ; Persian Literature 

Kefervnce m Cium Gmnlh Sahib : 

It seems that the jewel-like Ragas (musical modes) and the 
families of fa tries (Parfan) have come to sing the hymns \M 
of praise. 

(Ramkaii M. 3. Anand f p. 91?) \ 

Comments : Pari or Peri is a Persian word for fairy. All over 
the world, people have believed in fairies. They are 
supernatural beings like Apsaras and interfere with 
human beings for good and evil, rt is said that the 
stories of Arabian Nights came to Europe from India 
by way of Persia. The stories of Persian flying Peris 
became mixed with other stories. 

PARIKHAT (PARIKSHIT, PARICHHAT) 

Source; Pur anas 
Reference in Guru Gratub Sabib ; 

rjt&Q vafar^ e# gran faftr hh di'fag n 

CH<ul& UfU& ^t, if. fSfo) 

Sukhadeva, Parikhvata (Parikshit) and die sage Gautama 
sing the Praises of Guru Nanak Dcv 

(Stuayyv Mabte Fable Ke, p. J 390) 

Comments : Parikhat (Parikshit) was the son of Abhimanyu 
by his wife Uttara. He was the grandson of Arjuna. Even 
before his birth, he was killed in the womb of his 
mother by Aswatthaman, therefore he was born dead. 
It was Krishna, who brought him to life and cursed 
Aswatthaman. When Yudhishthira and his brothers left 
for heaven through Himalayas, Parikshit succeeded on 
the throne of Hastinapun He incurred the imprecation 
of a hermit by which he was sentenced to die of the 
bite of a snake at the expiry of a week. In preparation 
of this event he went to the banks of the Ganges, where 
the sage Suka narrated the Bhagavata to him. In his 
final days, he wanted to be wholly engrossed in the 
thoughts of the Lord, 
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PARTHA (ARJUNA) 



Source : Mahabharata 

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib: 

Guru Arjan Dev is an authentic personality. He does not 
move out (of the battlefield) like Partha (Arjuna). (The word 
Partha connotes a son of Pritha or Kunti). 

(Swayye Mable Panjwen Ke, p. 1408) 

Comments : The word Partha cannotes a son of Pritha or 
KuntL Partha is a title applicable to the three elder 
Fandavas, but especially used for Arjuna. 

Partha or Arjuna has been addressed the celestial song of 
Bhagavada Gita. Out of the five Pandu princes, he was 
the third one. His father was Indra, the king of gods. 
He was the favourite pupil of Dronacharya, who taught 
him the use of arms. He won Draupadi in her 
swayyamvara, Later on he married Subhadra, the sister 
of Krishna. By her, he had a son named Abhimanyiu He 
obtained the personal assistance of Krishna in the great 
war of Mahabharata. Krishna acted as his charioteer and 
before the war, instructed him regarding the religious 
philosophy of Yoga through Bhagavade Gita. 

See : Draupadi, Pandavas, 

PARURAU (PURURAVAS or PURU) 

Source : Puranas 

Reference in Guru Granth Sahib : 

wil ^jh <v*6T wg dl'ftG 11 

The sage Durvasas, the king Pnxuravas (or king Puru) and 
the sage Angiras sang the praises of Gum Nanak Dev, 

(Swayye Mable Pabte Ke, p. 1390) 

Comments : The word Parurau may be considered with 
reference to two kings, who are the descendants of the 
sage Atri, who is generally reckoned among the seven 
rishis (sages). The genealogy beginning from the sage 
Atri is as follows s 
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LUNAR RACE : 

The sage Atri 



£ 

Soma (or Chandra) the moon 

Budha (or Mercury) married Ha, daughter of Ikshwaku 

# 

Pururavas (or Aila) married the nymph Urvashi 

% 
Ayus 

Nahusha 

Yayati (husband of Sarmishtha and Devayani) 



4? 

Puru (king of Prakshthana) 
followed by Dushyanta 
(husband of Shakuntala), 
Bharata, Hastin (built Hastina- 
pur), Kuru, Shantanu etc. 



^ 

Yadu 

followed by Vrishni Devarata, 
Andhaka, Sur, Vasudeva 
(brother of Kunti or Pritha); 
Krishna and Balarama* 



The king Pururavas was the son of Budha and Sadyumna 
(Ila), He was a beneficent pious prince. He is the hero 
of Vikramorvashi Natak of Kaiidasa, His actual name 
was Vikrama. He fell in love with Urvashi, a nymph 
from heaven, who gave birth to his eldest son Ayus. 

Puru was the sixth king of the Lunar race and the youngest 
son of Yayati and Sarmishtha, He and his brother Yadu 
(see the above genealogy) were founders of die two 
great branches of the Lunar race. The descendants of 
Puru were called Pauravas, and of this race came the 
Kauravas and Yadavas. Among the Yadavas or 
descendants of Yadu was Krishna, 
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PINGALA 



Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Crumb Sabih ■ 

mew itfetfW , ll 

Ajamila, Pingala, [he hunter Lodia and the elephant went , ( "' l 
to the abode of the Lord; if such evU persons obtained 
salvation, O Ravidas, why do you not get emancipation ? I 

(Kedaru Ravklas. p. 1124* \ 

Episode : Pingala was a comely prostitute. One day she 
bedecked herself in order to attract some wealthy 
customer. The whole day passed away and nobody 
turned up. She went inside her house and tried to relax 
and sleep. But she could not sleep also. She watted 
even upto midnight. When ultimately she lay down on 
her bed, she began to think deeply about her evil and 
impure way of living. In this state of self-introspection, 
a sense of disregard of sexual enjoyment and passion 
dawned upon her. On that night, the great .sage 
Dattatreya was engaged in watching her state of mind 
closely. His continuous watch brought a great change 
in her life. She became a great devotee of the Lord and 
thus attained emancipation. 

PISHACHAS 

Source : Vctias, Epics and Puranas 
Reference in Gum Ctmtth Sahib 
^f? tT*£ WAd fUTT^ IL 

There are millions of Jakhyas (Yakshas), Kinnaras and 
Pisa chit a (Pishachas). 

f Garni SttL'hmcwi M ">. fi 276) 

Comments : Pishachas are friends and evil spirits. Vedas 
consider them lower than Rakshasas. They are ill- 
natured, spiteful and mischievous beings. It is said that 
they were created by Brahma alongwith other demons. 
They are said to haunt the earth and inhabit the forests. 
Sometimes the aborigines and wild tribes are also 
called Pishachas. 
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PITAMBAR PIR 



Source s Puranas 
Reference in Gum Gramb Sahib: 

<jft sn-rat amst 

My hajj (pilgrimage) is performed on the hank of Gomati, , " 
where lives my Pitamhar Pir (the Preceptor Krishna who 
wears yellow clothes), 

(Aw Kabir, p, 478) 

Comments : Pitamhar Pir and Pit Basan (see p. 1402) are 
the two epithets used for Krishna, who is said to be 
the wearer of yellow garments. 



PRAHLADA 

Source ; Puranas 
References in Gum Gmmb Sahib: 

W H: U f if. tft/*J 

The Hari killed the tyrant Hiranyaksha (here this name is 
for Hiranyakashipu) and ferried across Prahlada. 

(Asa M. 4, p, 451 i 
fU^ 1 M<I«'^ if|S T fe T K T M 

& xrz\ iro $t npfvwu 
WH fa^r ?nj i! 
ftnt uzfon feftr ftg- frtw y^fe-ii 

Udfadfd ?T iraiT 3tft HW*fell 
frtdsQ Ufe Ht^ H% A'fw I! 

ft ^fo g pfa? ll 

Hd» r fe Hfe *J ' <f^ fcd l' d II 

o^ra* orfiPH* ?r *trar§- othit Tre*%n 
tt^ ^crrdt hhj sdife r^d'ifl ii 

#3" Ftf K^HII 

sldN* oft ufe 3*9* HHtll 

^fft # crftpft fopjp OTtn 

feBH ftfldrt ^Wr'ft?^ II 
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H?<*'^ fefe wftpw ^fo Hh>F II 

UsTH* t??r frr§ n^lnnrni 
^j* ^HTht HdielH jfgmR ii 

^tf* 37T ^ftPH^ HW^tll 

©infe ufe »ry feirfH>HMi 

\gm*w ^ orafw srfa »ny fijirfemni 
w^\"tf wfewru 

H T 3 T ?Tdflfur or ju; fe^TH" || 
wfwt ctS" H 1 ^ - iH'fd II 

tT?^ ^d<*l «'dl' »Pfe t( 

The father sent Prahiada for schooling. He carried the tablet 
and came to the teacher, *I will learn nothing else except the 
Name of the Lord. O my Lord ! Write on this tablet." The 
mother told his son Prahiada, "Do not read and learn any 
other lore", she instructed. "The Fearless Lord is with me, if 
I leave the Lord my ancestry will be blamed". "Prahiada had 
led astray all the students, he does not listen to us and does 
everything on his own, he has spread devotion in all die 
town. The assembly of vicious people could not do anything. 
Sanda and Marka, the teachers cried out, all the demons acted 
violently. The Lord protects the honour of his devotees, what 
the created creatures can do P Because of his past actions, the 
demon ruled, he did not comprehend the Lord and was led 
astray. He began the strife with his son Prahiada. The blind 
one did not know that the death had come near He 
imprisoned Prahiada and locked him up. The fearless boy 
could not be frightened, "The Lord, my preceptor, is within 
me/ Ff the created one, without an;' merit, falls into rivalry, 
the Lord's Writ works upon him, because he has begun strife 
with a devotee. The father carried the mace towards Prahiada, 
* Where is your Lord P The Life-Giver Beneficent Lord comes 
for help in the end, He pervades everything that we see, The 
Lord manifested Himself, springing out from the column. He 
destroyed the egoistic demon Tor the sake nl" Prahiada, the 
Lord Manifested Himself, the wish of the devotee was 



fulfilled, Ml the gods bow before Lakhrnt (LakshmO, "O 



mother! Remove this dreadful form of Narsimha (man-lion), 
because of fear, Lakshmi could not go there* And Prahiada, 
the devotee, fell at the feet of the Lord. 

(BhaimM & p 1154) 




Episode : Prahiada, the famous devotee of Vishnu, was the 
son of the demon king Hiranyakashipu. The demon 
king wanted himself to be worshipped by all his 
subjects. It was his son Prahiada, who did not obey 
his orders. He was a staunch devotee of Vishnu, The 
king tried hard to dissuade him from following his path, 
but without any success, He, therefore decided to do 
away with him. He was thrown in the water and put 
in the fire, but they could not harm the young devotee. 
It is recorded in Bhagavata Purana that the king at last 
asked his son, if according to him, Vishnu was 
everywhere, he was not seen even in the pillar nearby. 
In a great anger, he struck the column, and Vishnu in 
order to protect the honour of his devotee, sprang forth 
from the column in the form of a man-lion and with 
his nails, killed the tyrant. (Bhairo Namdev, p. 1165) 
and (Basant Kabir, p* 1194). The Lord is said to have 
bestowed salvation to twenty-one clans of Prahiada. 
(Bhairo M. 3, p. 1133). 

See ; Das Avatars (Man lion), 

PURI DUARA (DWARKA PURI) 

Source: Puranas 
Reference in Guru G ninth Sabih : 

wyw *?. if. n>w 

Kasi (Varanasi), Kanti (Mathura Puri) and Dwarka Puri..., 
alt are merged in Thy configuration, O Lord ! 

(Mam if. /. p. 1022) 

Comments : Puri Duara is, in fact Dwarka Puri, which has 
been shortened to fit in the rhyme scheme, Literally it 
signifies 'the city of gates 1 . It was Krishna's capital in 
Gujarat, which is said to have submerged in the ocean 
after his death. It is one of the seven sacred cities of 
Hindus. 
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PURIS 

(Shiva Puri, Brahama Puri, Vishnu Puri and Indra Puri) 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Granih Sahib ; 

frmy^t UftfUF N 

rartM w. iv H 

i 

Death will ultimately come in lndra Puri (heaven of Indra), ' ^ ^ 
Brahma Puri (heaven of Brahma) will not be there for ever; \n' 
Shiva Puri (heaven of Shiva) will also come to an end | 

(Gauri M 5, p. 237) \ 

V&fnt* tfe TTfe Hfe W?H OTH »rcTH II 

ucm ?7 crftr ?> Hcrtn era m 

All the Puris, regions and worlds of Jivas are under the t \^ 
Command of the Lord, The Greatness and Aets of such Nl 
Command are Indescribable. 

(Var Sarong M. 4, Sbafok M. J, p. 1241) 1 

Comments : The word Puri is ordinarily used lor a town or 
city. Mythologically it is related to gods. Their abodes 
or heavens are known as Puris. The abode of Krishna, 
the incarnatioii of Vishnu is known as Puri Dwara or 
Dw T arka Puri. Jagannatha Puri in Orissa is the city of 
Jagannatha. The heavens of Indra, Brahma, Shiva and 
Vishnu are known as India Puri, Brahma Puri, Shiva 
Puri and Vishnu Puri respectively. According to Guru 
Granih Sahib, all the Puris of gods are temporary 
heavens like gods, who are also prone to death. Only 
the Lord-God is immortal and His Writ runs everywhere 
throughout His Creation. 

PUTANA 

Source : Vishnu Furana 

Reference in Gum Granih Sahib: 

ufe ufa - ddcf U3?r 3urii 

t 

By remembering the Lord, Putana attained salvation; she, l\J^ 
who was the fraudulent child-killer. 

(Gond Namdev, p. 874) 
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Episode : She, a female demon, was the daughter of Bali, 
She was known as a child-killer and was sent by Kansa 
tb kill Krishna, She applied poison to her teats and 
attempted to suckle infant Krishna to death, but instead 
she herself was sucked to death by the divine child. 

RAHU and KETU 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Granih Sahib : 

h ^jtr iEfy wyl^r vnj didd trfn ~& T u n 

w\ # ^ hwuj 1 >H T tr^ &fr 7; ti 

W, W % if- W$ I 

If my body writhes in pain under the influence of two evil \ m Jbr 

Grahas, Kahu and Ketu even then my desire to utter Thy ^ v 

Praises, O Lord! may not diminish. 

(Var Map, M. 1, p. 142) 

Comments : Rahu and Ketu are two Grahas. The word Graha 
means 'To seize or overpower', but this name is given to 
a class of demons, who seize their victims and inflict 
various types of troubles. Various types of Grahas have 
been mentioned in Hindu. Literature. They have also 
been associated with planets, giving rise to science of 
astrology. The position of the planets at the time of the 
birth of a person are said to exert favourable or malevolent 
influences. The navagrahas are nine planets— the Sun 
(Surya), Moon (Soma), Mercury (Budha), Jupiter 
(Bnhaspati), Venus (Shukra), Mars (Mangala), Saturn 
(Shani), Rahu (ascending node of the lunar orbit) and 
Ketu (descending node of the lunar orbit). In Guru 
Granih Sahib, there is mention of nine Grahas. (Bhairo 
Kabir, p. 1163). 

In Hindu mythology, Rahu was the son of Viprachitti and 
Sinhika and is called by his metronymic Sainhikeya. He 
had tour arms and his lower part ended like the tail 
of a fish. He is said to be a great mischief-maker. When 
the gods and demons had produced Amrita, by 
churning the ocean, he sat in disguise amongst the gods 
to receive Amrita. The sun and moon jie tec-ted him and 
informed Vishnu, who cut off his head and two arms. 
Since he had drunk Arnrita and secured immortality, 
his body was placed in the stellar sphere, the upper 
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part called Rahu and represented by a dragon's head, 
being the ascending node and the lower part called 
Ketu, represented by a dragon's tail, being the 
descending node, Rahu and Ketu wreak their vengeance 
on the sun and moon by occasionally swallowing them, 
when the eclipses occur, 



RAKTAVIJA 

Source : Durga-Saptasliari of Markandeya Purana 

Reference in Guru Grant h Sahib: 

(dlQdl H: *?, If. 

The Lord destroyed Jarasandha and Kalayavana, The Lord , | , 
also killed Raktavija (Raktabija) and Kalaneini, 

(Cauri M. 1, p, 224) ' 

Episode : Raktavija was a demon killed by Durga or Chandi. 
It is said about this Asura that each drop of his blood, 
as it fell on the ground produced a new Asura, but 
Chandi put an end to it by drinking all his blood before 
it fell on the earth. 



RAMA 

Source : Ramayana 
References in Guru Grant h Sahib: 

{^mftt Ttn^Q, if, \ 

Tn the Name of my king Ramchand son of J as ra th 
Rai (Dasrath), says Nama {Namdev), 1 drink the essence and \ 
ambrosia. 

(Ramkali Namdev, p. 973) ■ 
HH3 1 HTI-ra^ R #ftP>T mil 

d'^A HHt Hd«d UTFt Utt oft Hfr t3P?'*?l II 

-i 

O Pundit! 1 also saw your Ramchand coming. He had a PT 1 
quarrel with Ravana and lost his wife* 

( Gond Namdev, p. 875) / 
c*yld HTK ciUft" Hftl & 3"r H% %^ fyd'd II 
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crate am ^th srar <^roi« wfu fwil 

Kabir Says, there is difference in the utterance of 'Ram 1 ; in 
this connection it can be said that the same Name is spoken , f \ 
by ail (for Ram Chandra) and the same for ihe Sportive 
Lord. You may utter 'Ram, Ram', but there is difference in 
utterance, The One Ram Pervades many and the other 
pervades within his own self. Cine- the son of the Dasrath), 

(Sbalob Kabir* p. 1374) 

1% >rf3fe ^5" *ffticraii 

TflHT ^ oTfcW i^dfHd WiTH^ K& HB^fU II 

a>aq( ofdd 1 ddeu'd ^fci %^ ^fti ©Ttj'fa ii .<s% 

H<V Hftr J% ^H#f Hte 1 HSHcT HcIT II 

de^dj m'd'ftjnfT nrfenr ^rfe h^tii 

Rama grieves in his mind, he gathers the army; he has 
within him the power of Authority. He has a great army 
of monkeys in his service; there is great ambition for war 
within him. The ten-headed Ravana has taken away Sita 
and because of a curse Lakshmana was killed. It is the 
Creator Himself, who perceives his creation and destruction. 
Ramchand grieves in his mind for Sita and Lakshmana. He 
remembers Hanuman, who was destined to come there. 
The mistaken demon (Ravana) does not comprehend it. It 
was Lord-God, who did everything, who is care-free and 
whose Writ cannot be effaced, saith Nanak. 

(Sbatok Varan re Vadbik, M, i r p. 1412) 

Comments : The Gurus and radical saints used the names 
Rama and Krishna, in their verses not only for the 
incarnations of Vishnu but also for the Lord Almighty. 
They did not attach any significance to the stories and 
traditions about the incarnations, but when they used 
these names for Lord -God, they showed utmost reverence 
for everything connected with them. Hie reader can see 
the difference in approach in the first two references. The 
third reference differentiates between the two. As regards 
the story of the life of incarnation, several of the episodes 
have been recorded, which can be seen in the fourth 
reference. The reference to the death of Lakshmana 
during the war because of a curse may be noted. 

See: Das Avatars, Sita and Lakshmana. 
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RAVANA 



Source : Rama yana 
References in Gum Granth Sahib: 
dlffeG tP'i&g tJlfeG rT cf^ Ud^'d II t , | 

erg fS'Aof fn^ ^ ?>ut uu?^ fe§ htth ii 

ft??!? X: if, V ffl^tJ 

Rama has gone and Ravana has gone, who had a big family; 
the world is a dream and nothing is stable , saith Nannie. 

(Sbatok M 9 r p. 14 28 J 

fF^T 75^ <VcJT II 

fe^r gf^?, urfe ?> H^nt ii 

^ HH^ ?T ^ HHHT II 

Ravana, who had one lakh sons and lakh and a quarter 
grandsons' there is not even a lamp and a wick in his 
house; having divine powers, the sun and moon worked 
in his kitchen and die god of fire washed his clothes. 

(Asa Kahir t p, 481) 

d'^<s ij if »ffw sr^ufe fev nftr ^tf fira^n 

The kings greater than Ravana left the world in no time. 

(Sarang Kabir, p. 1 251) "• 

^JHHftf Wftrf? fw&ll 
«d E A^r T £f II 

HTH^fe H'fdG >MftT d'<^ N 

(m^ntf tit % Ww amfe, v* itoj 

The Lord made the enlightened person as the bridge, who 
plundered the Lanka-body in order to save it from the 
agonies of vices (demons). The Gurmukh Rama killed the | T 
egoist Ravana; the knowledge given by the Guru was like the 
secrets of Vibhishana, 

(Ram kali M. 1, Siddh Gosbta, p. 942) } 

Tlie ten-headed Ravana had taken away Sita, therefore 
Rama grieves 

(Sbalok Varan le Vadhik M I, p. 1412) 

Episode : Ravana was the demon-king of Lanka. He was half- 
brother of Kuvera and grandson of Rishi Pulastya. He 
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propitiated Brahma, who made him invulnerable 
against gods and demons, but he was destined to die 
through a woman. He could assume any form he 
pleased, Ram ay an a describes him as having ten heads, 
twenty arms, copper-coloured eyes and bright teeth 
like the young moon. He was very strong and had 
waged great wars with gods. He was evil-incarnate, 
Therefore Vishnu had to incarnate as Rama in order 
to destroy him. During the exile of Rama from his 
kingdom for fourteen years, Ravana had carried away 
Sita by force, therefore a great war ensued between 
the armies of demons on one side and vast number 
of monkeys on the other side. Sugriva, the king of 
monkeys and his general Hanuman were the allies of 
Rama. Many a brave warriors from both sides fell in 
the battlefield. Ultimately Ravana was killed. There is 
a story that several gods performed the menial duties 
in the house of Ravana. His chief wife was Mandodari 
and Meghanada or Indrajtt was one of his sons. One 
of his brothers was the mighty Kumbhakarna, who ate 
much and slept much. His brother Vibhishana did not 
like his wicked deeds, therefore he left him and sided 
with Rama. The story of Rama and Ravana is told 
figuratively in the above reference No, 4. The island 
of Lanka is said to have been built of gold by 
Vishwa karma. 

See: Rama, Lakshmana, Sita, Hanuman and Vibhishana. 



Source : Pur an as 
Reference tti Guru Crattth Sabib : 
afe ^ ^ fe?^ ^ftt ^p- tT ^H7> ^JH w*tt *t II 



Why should they fear Ravi-Suta (the sun of ihe sun) i,e, 
Dharmaraja whose mind is absorbed in the feet of the Guru, 



Comments : Dharmaraja was the son of Surya (sun), 
therefore he is called Ravi-Suta. Surya is also called 
Bban, therefore 'Suta Bhan' also connotes "Ravi-Suta 1 . 
(See Swayye Mahle Chauthe ke, p. 14005, 

See : Dharmaraja. 



RAVI-SUTA (SUTA-BHAN) 




fSttvtyye Mahte Chtitithv Ka, p. MG4) 
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RUDRA 



Source ; Purartas 
References in Guru Cramh Stihib 

^u>r fnn<*> §*r fen crt j[ 

(H? X: 2. ?o^; 

Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra (Shiva) are In die service of the 
Lord. 

(Mam M 3, p. 1053) 
^tJH *McT WcT *H*^t WcT # U f fe II 

HHI HHTfe ^ Hfij ^ V^t II 

Brahmaloka, Rudraloka and Indraloka have been Invaded 
by may a, but it cannot even look towards Sadh Sangat 

(Gujri M, 5 t p. SOO) 

W*£ uW?F fePH^ Hfe^JB" 3" offe H?> B" II 

With the concentration of Rudra and the knowledge of the 
True Guru, the bard BhaJ„...can only say, n O Amar Dass *iW 
BhaHa, the Praises of your qualities are only your own." 

<Simyw Akibte Teejc AV, ft Ij l J6) 

Comments : Rudra is another name of Shiva. Rudra literally 
means terrible. In its application to Lord Shiva, this 
word designates him in his destructive character. 

See : Shiva. 

RUKMAGADA 

Source : Puranas (Narada Purana) 

Reference in Guru Gmnfb Sabih : 

Remembrance of rise Name of the IjortH was a constant 5 
function of Rukamagad...,. 

($Wtyy$ Mahle Teeje Ke t p, 1394) 

Comments : Rukmagada was a king, who always meditated on 
the Name of the Lord. (See Narada Parana, chapters 9 
to 38). 
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SAHASABAHU (SAHASARABAHU) 

Source; Ra may an a and Pur anas 

Reference in Gum Gmntb Sahib: 

hhhut^ faK"s*iTf=r Hffewr 11 

- 

My Lord destroyed the demons without the practice of . Jv 
devotion including Sahasabahu, Madhukeet, Mehkhasa 

(Gaurf M. 1, p< 224) 

Episode : Sahasabahu or Sahasarabahu means a person with 
a thousand arms. There are two episodes about such 
a person : 

1. A Kshatriya king Kartavirya had one thousand arms. 
Once he went for hunting and visited the hermitage 
of Jamadagni, the father of Parashurama. There he saw 
the wonderful cow Kamadhenu and wanted to own it 
He drove it away by force. The sage Jamadagni and 
his son Parashurama were not in the house. When 
Parashurama arrived and came to know about the 
whole incident, he pursued the king, killed him .in 
battle and brought back the cow. 

See : Das Avatars (Parashurama). 

2, Bana a demon, the eldest son of Bali, had one thousand 
arms, His daughter Usha had a dream of a beautiful 
young man, with whom she fell in love. Her friend 
Chitralekha was an artist and drew on a canvas the 
pictures of all the kings and their sons, who were alive 
at that time. Usha recognised the young man of her 
dream in the picture of Aniruddha, the grandson of 
Krishna. Chitralekha, by her magic power carried off 
Aniruddha from Dwarka to Usha's palace, Usha hid him 
in the palace, but after that the palace-guards noticed a 
change in the physical appearance of Usha and reported 
the matter to Bana. After some search, Aniruddha was 
found out, and was imprisoned, Krishna and Pradyumna 
came to know about the captivity of Aniruddha and with 
an army invaded the kingdom of Bana. Having been a 
devotee of Shiva, Bana had received the boon of one 
thousand arms. He prayed to Shiva for help, who fought 
on the side of Bana. Ultimately Krishna was successful. 
Usha was then married to Aniruddha and the couple 
returned to Dwarka. 
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SALAGRAMA (SHALAGRAMA) 



Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Granth Sahib ; 

d«Hl hwii 

O Brahmin ! Worship the Lord as Shalagrama and consider 
the good deeds as the rosary of Tulsi 

(Basant Hindol M 1, p. 1170) 

trafd i d ' tf uh*& h^ii 

fW W V, 

For me, the service is Shalagrama. 

(Asa M. % p. 393) 

Episode : For a devotee of Vishnu, Shalagrama, a black 
ammonite is a most sacred object. The Salagrama stone 
is found on the bed of river Gandaki. It is said that 
Vrinda was the wife of Jalandhar, an Asura born of 
Mahadeva's sweat, which fell in the sea. On account 
of great austerities Jalandhar got a boon of invincibility 
as long as his wife Vrinda remained faithful to him. 
Vrinda was famous in the three worlds for her conjugal 
faithfulness. Because of his birth from the sea, 
Jalandhar claimed that the fourteen gems churned out 
of the ocean actually belonged to him. Therefore he 
asked Tndra to arrange their return, but Indra refused 
to do so, Then there was a war and Indra sought the 
help of Shiva and Vishnu. Shiva went to Vrinda, but 
he was turned out Vishnu assumed the form of 
Jalandhar himself and succeeded in violating her 
modesty. When Vrinda discovered the fraud, she cursed 
Vishnu to become a stone. That is the origin of 
Shalagrama. Vishnu also cursed Vrinda, who became 
the Tulsi plant. 

The Brahmins usually worship Vishnu as Salagrama in their 
daily Puja. 
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SANAKADIKA (SANAKA etc.) 
SANAKA, SANANDANA, SANATANA and 

SANATKUMARA 
(Sanakadika pertains to all these four names) 

Source : Puranas 
Refemicvs in Gum Grantb Sahib 1 

Sanaka and Sananda (Sanandana) could not know the limits \j b V 
of the Lord. 

(Asa Kabir, p. 478) 
{<p13t H: £f, l£ Vol) 

Sanaka, Sanandana and Narada Muni serve Thee and 
always meditate on Thee, O Lord! 

(Gujri Af. 4 t p. 507} 
Hrtot TT&W H^H HHW II 
Sfa<vfcfl 3^T HSH ?T ¥IWII 

The sages of gods like Sanaka, Sananda, Shiva and Shesha 
Naga could not know Thy secret, O Lord! 

Wbanasari Kabir, p. 691) 
HHoT HA*J(V ?imf HPT ^ 

w 1, if. 

Sanaka, Sanandana and many persons observing religious ,4*^ 
austerities ferried across the world-ocean by die grace of 
the Guru. 

(Bbaim §£ 1, p, 1125) 
fFTZUT t/ r 1/ 

Sanakadika and Brahmadika (Brahma etc.) sing, also Suka 
and PrahJada sing the Praises of the Lord. 

(Sarag M. S, p 1224) 

|W W V, *t floij 

Brahma etc., Sanaka etc., Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana and 
Sanatkumara, even for them, ihe Abode of the Lord is 
difficult to attain. 

(Am M. £ p. #Gfjp 
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Episode : In Rhagavata Purana, it is written that Brahma, 
while creating the world, after some initial failures, 
created four Munis (sages) viz., Sanaka, Sanaftdana, 
Sana tana and Sanatkumara. But they did not like the 
work of creation and absorbed themselves in austerities 
and worship of the Lord-God. In this way, the very 
purpose of further creation by Brahma was defeated. 
This filled Brahma with great rage, from which sprang 
forth Rudra, who carried on the work of creation. 



SANDA MARK A 

Source s Puratias 
References in Guru Cm nth Sahib; 

nw Ith h& mi H*fen 

X; 5, if. Mm) 



Sanda and Marka made a petition to the demon 
king Hiranyakashipu against Prahlada..... 

(Bhairo At. 3, P< \ 

fr&* wfw yoT"% 11 

7>U\ UK tft *rf% II 



Sanda f Marka cried out to ihe king that Prahlada does not 
take interest in the studies and they were tired of instructing 
him, 

CBhafro NamdeV, p. 1165) 
Aff odir© tT'fe It 



Sanda and Marka went to the king and made a complaint 
and Prahlada was very swifdy called. 

(Basa&t Kabir, />, 1194) 



Episode : Sanda and Marka were the two teachers, who were 
assigned the task of teaching Prahlada. The devotee 
(saint) did not listen to them and was always absorbed 
in devotion. He even talked about the devotion of 
Vishnu to other fellow-students. 

See i Prahlada, 
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SARASVATI 



Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Gruntb Sahib. 

nff^oT u*fecT sad' r^4r<s<5 pt^ 
3teftr 3lyte fHH 7 w& ?r tpg q^Tii 
oTH>f crfe srw^ ustefif ^tii 

Shiva, the destroyer of many sins and the master of three 
worlds, wandered in several pilgrim-stations, but could not 
be successful in his mission. The sin of severing the fifth 
head of Brahma could not be washed off from him. 
Because of his action, the skull of Brahma sticking to his 
hand could not tall away tttf he reached Kapalmochan. 

(Dimmuirl Trilochan, p. 695) 

Episode ; According to some accounts Brahma produced 
Sarasvati She was considered as his daughter, but seeing 
her beauty, Brahma followed her lustfully. To whichever 
1 direction she went, Brahma created a head in order to see 
hen When she could not escape from ail the four 
directions and the four heads of Brahma, she flew 
towards the sky. Brahma produced the fifth head. Such 
demeanour of Brahma was not liked by Shiva, therefore 
he cut off the fifth head of Brahma. This head stuck to his 
hand, for which Shiva had to go to several pilgrim- 
stations. Ultimately, this head fell away at Kapalmochan. 

In later traditions, Sarasvati has been mentioned as the wife 
of Brahma, She is the goddess of speech and learning 
and also the inventress of the Sanskrit language and 
Devanagari script. In her portraits she is shown as 
seated on a lotus and holding a vlna in her hand. 

There is no direct reference to her in the Sikh Scripture. 

Her other names aiie Savitri and Gayatri. 



SARSUTI (SARASVATI) 

Source : Vedas, Puranas 

Reference in Gum Gmnth Sabih: 

^ cTHf€T ©^tf TjfH HHJ oft 3TOt II 

(HWZ Hr B, ¥f$&. ' ' 

Ganga, Jamuna, Godavari and Sarsuti make effort to touch 
the dust of the feet of the saint, (They say ; we are full 
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of the din of sins and our dirt is removed by the dust of 
the feet of the saint). 

(Malar m 4, p. 126$) 

Comments : In the Vedas, Sarasvati (Sarsuti) is mentioned as 
a river In all probability, it was a sacred river of the 
early Aryans. As a river-goddess, Sarasvati is said to be 
the bestower of fertility, fatness and wealth. In later 
period, she is the wife of Brahma and goddess of 
speech and learning. 

See : Sarasvati. 



SATYUGA (SATJUG) 

Source : Puranas and Epics 

References in Cunt Grant h Sahib ; 

(W H: % if. SDC} 

In Satyuga the chariot is of contentment and charioteer of 
Dharma (Piety), 

(VarAsa, M. L p. 470) 

HHBfoT sr^ ^Htn 
^jByftr 5^ ^ yltj'rd it 

X: 3, tto) 

In Satyuga everyone spoke Truth, in every home, there ^ ' 
were enlightened persons absorbed in devotion. In $3 
Satyuga, the Dharma -bull stood on all its four feet, the 
enlightened person contemplates and knows it. 

(Ramkati £ p. 880) 

HHtlfcfT *TH^ Hdld' II 

Hfe Hfe" 3ed3 dlfdd dlsfld 1 II 

TF% sT^ffif OTTt 3*11 

Hf% <S?d3 H'tJ' H^t II 

wfe yftf tt^ w# #?1g- 

In Satyuga everybody was absorbed In Truth and 
contentment. The Truth pervaded in its profundity. The 
True Lord, in His True Command, judges the Truth 
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In Satyuga, everyone spoke Truth, the True Lord, pervaded as 
Truth; there was truth in mind and mouth T the dispel ler of ft_-i i 
and illusion; the enlightened person had friendship with Truth, 

(Mam m. % p- sow 

Comments : In Satyuga or Krityayuga, there is cent percent 
Dharma. The DIkh ma-Bull is said to be four-legged. 
The fourfold virtues of truthfulness, devotion, kindness 
and chanty are practised. It is written in Mahahharata 
that there were no divisions of gods and demons, there 
was no buying and no selling, no efforts were made 
by men, the fruit of the earth were obtained by mere 
wishes. There was no disease, no malice, no hatred, 
no cruelty, no affliction, no fear and no jealousy. The 
people of all the professions fulfilled their duty and 
everyone was devoted to the Lord. 

See \ Yugas. 

SAUNA (SAUNAKA) 

Source : Vedas and Puranas 

References in Gum Gruntb Sahib. 

^fAfid^'Td hQ<± h'h^j h\^§ n 

<r§it H^r wft HH'sJ 11 

H; $ r W Tm, if. £81) I 

Saturday— Consideration of die Shastra of Sauna (Saunaka, 
a sage) dealing with omens (whether an action is good or 
bad, which time is suitable or unsuitable for that action) 
is merely whim and egp; the whole world is deluded in it. \ 

(Btiawal M. J, Var Sat, p. 841) 

(fktif&m H: v H if. at) 

That is lor me the Sauna Shastra through which the Name 
of the Lord is remembered. 

(Sri Raga M. 5 r p. 48) 

Comments : Saunaka, the son of Sunaka and grandson of 
Gritsamada, was a sage reputed as the author of the 
Brihad-devata, an Anukramani and other works. He is 
said to be a teacher of the Atharva-Veda. It was Saunaka, 
who established the distinctions of the four castes. 
Regarding Atharva-Veda it is said that the prayer which 
in older Veda is the instrument of devotion is here rather 
the tool of superstition. The most prominent feature of 
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this Veda is the multitude of incantations which it 
contains. The Sikh Scripture is critical about the observance 
of omens. 

SEKH-NAG 

(SAHASARA PHANI, SHESHA NAGA) 

Source ; Puranas 
References in Gum Gmmb Sahib; 

fuzpm? crzfo, if. 

Sekhnag (Shesha Naga) could not know Thy secret, O Lord I 

(Dbanasari Kabtr, p. 691) 

huh TTftrfy fry<s' Jl u% Hufew »f|r ?> u r $di 1 1 

t&mm w 

Sekhnag (Shesha Naga) remembered the Lord with his one 
thousand hoods, hul in doing so, he could not know the 
end of the Lord. 

(Kanra M. 4. p 1309) 

Comments : Shesha Naga is the king of the nagas (serpents), 
who abide in the infernal region called PataUi He lias a 
thousand heads, which form the canopy of Vishnu. His 
coils form a bed, on which Vishnu sleeps, Lakshmi, the 
consort of Vishnu sits towards his feet, He is said to 
support eight elephants, who support the world. It is said 
that he utters everyday a new Name of the Lord with 
every mouth, but still there is no end to Lord's Names. 
Whenever he yawns, the earth-quakes are caused. He is 
clothed in purple and wears a white necklace. He holds 
a plough in one hand and a pestle in the other. He is also 
called Ananta. 

SHANKARA 

Source : Puranas 
References in Guru Gmmb Sabib i 

Acid |rfe 5=flH fcrwfyG 

<TOt H'fAG Ufa HHVTKll 

(faztw &, if. jit) 

\ x V 

Shankara and thirty-three crore of gods meditated on the 
Lord, bin could noi know his secret. 

(Baiwri M. 4, p. 7)9) 
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Hctd 1 Ff^rt H'^fo Ire" II 

Shankara does not know the secret of the Lord; the gods 
have accepted defeat in their search. 

(Ramkati Af. 5. p- 894) 

fmm >Hs^'d crfw rrg yfti w^li 

Shankara, Vishnu and the incarnations of Vishnu utter the 
Praises of the Lord from their mouths. 

(Var Gujri M % p. 518) 

Comments : Shankara is another name of Shiva. It is in his 
creative character. 

See : Shiva, 



SHIVA 

Source : Puninas 
References in Guru Grantb Sahib : 

H U^Q %PH^ W^f Uffe WrJ HTMH WW ^^'^ H 

(WffUH W 3. U, U*Jjf) 

Shiva, the sage, remains absorbed within himself, but he 
is full of wrath and ire. 

(WadbansM. 3, P> 559) 

HdQ< THQy=f' II 

ffiifi H* a, if. 282) 

Shiva, the Yogi, though tired of smearing his body, could , j 
not know Thy end, O Lord ! 

(Subi M. 5, A 747) 

(wmwt x: '4 fe*f# 
Shiva does not know the secret of the Lord. 

(ttamkutt M. 5, p. 894) 

irij HOW© <-lQ« ^ftf»T W II 

H^t ^ urfa v^fr u 1 ^ ^ vrfe^r wn 

O Pundit 1 1 saw your Mahadeva (Shiva) coming; while VtVS 
riding on his white Bull, his meal was prepared in the 
house of the storekeeper, which he did not like and Ln rage, 
killed his son. 

f Gint J NamtleiK p. 875) 
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*id^f * Oji ^HccS If 

Those who meditate on the name of Shiva, they ride on p\ lj 
the Bull and beat the tabor, 

(Cartel Neimdev, p. 874) 

mfzt m if, is*) 

h 

The heaven of Shiva will come to an end. 

(Cauri M. 5> p. 237) 

HoT^r HHcjfcT Wra* H^B^I ftfHA 1 * t LI 
H& firf^ H r ddT ^ II 

cTHH STfef cra^T H^fefrf Htll 

WW? ^wasr, 

Though the moon abides on the forehead of Shiva and 
bathes in the Ganges and in his own clan, he came into 
contact with Krishna, the incarnation of Vishnu , but the 
blemish from his face in not dispelled because of his past 
deed (the blemish of helping Indra to seduce Ahalya). , 

(Dhanetstiti Triluchan, p. Gl>5) 



(WW W$ ttt M: *4, it lot 4) 

The Lord Willed that Shiva be defeated by Shakti, 




(Var Mam Dakhne M. 5, p. 1096) 

Episode : One of the gods of Hindu Triad, who represents the 
quality of Tamasa. Though he is a Yogi and very wise, 
he is full of wrath and ire. The Supreme Being has 
assigned him the task of destruction. The word Shiva is 
often used for the Supreme Being like Vishnu, but as the 
god of Triad, he is considered a disciple of Maya- His 
consort Farbati (also catted Durga, Bhavani, Sati, Uma, 
Chandi etc) is also called Shakti. Figuratively, this world 
is called a play of Shiva and Shakti. Shakti is may a. The 
Vehicle of Shiva is the Bull Nandi. Though there is 
mention of the heaven of Shiva, he is generally shown as 
a wandering mendicant, mostly haunting the cremation 
grounds and accompanied by ghosts, goblins and evil 
spirits- His matted locks are tied in the coils of a serpent, 
which holds its hood raised over his head. He carries a 
tabor in his hand and is fabled to have received the 
Ganges in his locks. When the milk ocean was churned, 
he drank the poison that appeared on the surface of the 



154 



ocean. The poison got stuck up in his throat, which gave 
a dark blue colour to his throat. This is the reason why- 
he is called 'Neelkantha'. He has a third eye in his 
forehead and carries a trident in his second hand. He is 
also said to have some incarnations, There is a crescent 
or half-moon on his forehead, 

See:Chaudaha Ratan, Ganges and Bulh 



SHUKRA 

Source ; Puranas 

Reference in Gum Granlb Sahih : 

tT3T?r w w^tu 
fira" grg yir wfB xtf^nvS n 

The king Bali was proud of his wealth. He was puffed up 
greatly by performing Yajnas (sacrifices), By not consulting 
his Guru (Shukra), he went to the nether-regions (Patala). 

(Gaurt M. 2 f p, 224) \ 

Comments : Shukra or Venus is one of the planets. 
Mythologicalty Shukra was the son of Bhrigu. He was 
the Guru of Bali and the demons. When the dwarf 
(Varna na) met Bali, he asked Bali to be cautious about 
the demands put by him. But the king Bali did not hold 
further consultations with his Guru, therefore the dwarf 
incarnation of Vishnu, through stratagem, sent him to 
the nether-regions. 

See : Bali. 

SIDDHAS 

Source s Puranas 

References in Gum Gran lb Sahib , 

^3" ftm ?>w an=r n 



There are many Siddhas, Buddhas and Nathas 

Many became Siddhas, having been totally devoted towards 
the Lord. 

(Geturt Guaren Kuhir, p. 330) 
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dsfwsfo, if. <??£o/ 

Eighty-four Siddhas play in maya. 

(Bhairo Kabir, p. J J 60) 

h*tt ^ncr fafa ^ M^fii 

f^Ff^t # <?, lj 1W) 

If I am called a Siddha and command occult powers; the 
crown and canopy may bedeck my head; how can I search 
for Truth without the Grace of the Lord. 

fattitrtM. J, p. 225) 

Comments : Siddhas are semi-divine beings of great purity. 
They are satd to dwell in the regions of the sky between 
the earth and the sun- Their number is recorded as eighty- 
eight thousand. They enjoy great occult powers. They do 
not take part in the procreation of the living beings. 

The tradition of Siddhas was carried forward by historical 
personages, who were known as Siddhas, Nathas or 
Yogis. These Siddhas are eighty-four in number and 
include Gorakh as prominent Siddha. Lohreepa is 
another Siddha. Gorakh is also included among the 
nine Nathas; Machhander Nath, the Guru of Gorakh 
Nath and Charpat Nath are among them. Some of the 
kings came under the impact of Siddhas and Nathas. 
They became Kanphata Yogis and wore ear-rings. They 
include Bharthari and Gopi Chand. The names 
mentioned above appear in Guru Granih Sahib . 

The Sikh Scripture is against the use of the occult powers, 
and also the renunciation of the world. The poem 
r Siddh Goshta' of Gum Nanak Dev amply exhibits the 
difference in the working of Siddhas and Sants. 

SITA 

Source : Ramayarm 
RefwviKvs in Gum (i ninth Sahib : 

tTH H% HW r WfrnF ^ijfHd II 

(mcf tti- # H: <?, WIV, 

The ten-headed Ravana has taken away Sita, therefore 
Rama grieves 

(Sbalutt Varan ie Vadbik, At I. p. HJ2) 
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vs^Ta ^jg-ii di'^ffS nte 7 wft htoii 

N: 1, if, 

The false Gums sing about the episode of Rama and Sita. 

(Var Asa M. l s p, 465) 

wwz> HHt H^rar u^t urn srt ^fe siwl titn 

Rama had lost his wife and had to wage a war with Havana. 

(timid Nwndev, />. S7V ' 

Episode ; Sita was the daughter of Janaka Videhi, the king of 
Mithila. For her marriage, a Swayyama vara was arranged. 
It was proclaimed that whosoever would bend the bow 
of Shiva, would be married with the princess. Several 
princes tried, but it was only Rama who was successful 
in this brave act. After her marriage she went to Ayodhya 
with her husband. Rama was the crown prince, but 
before the coronation, his step-mother Kaikeyi prevailed 
upon the king to banish him from the kingdom for 
fourteen years and instead install her son Bharata in his 
place. Sita accompanied Rama In his exile, but was 
carried away by Ravana, the king of Lanka. The tyrant 
king made every effort to win her to his will, but could 
not do so. A great war ensued between Rama and his 
allies on one side and the armies of Ravana on the other. 
Ultimately, the demon king was killed, but this pious and 
chaste great lady had to pass through a fire-ordeal as a 
proof of her innocence for the world. After that she 
returned with her husband to Ayodhya. But before she 
gave birth to her twins Lava and Kusha, she was sent to 
the hermitage of Valmiki because of a slanderous utterance 
of a washerman, There she lived till her sons mastered 
ail the arts of war and intercepted the Ashvamedha Yajna 
(horse-sacrifice) of their father. When Rama came to know 
to their identity, he called back Sita. But her heart was 
very heavy because of the treatment meted out by her. 
She wanted to go back to the mother-earth from which 
she is said to have sprung up. Because of her wish, the 
ground opened and she was taken back into the source. 

The word r Sita' ordinarily means 'a furrow'. In the Ramayana 
her father says that he found her while ploughing his 
field. For this reason, she is sometimes called Ayoni-ja 
(not born from the womb). Being the daughter of the 
king Janaka, she is also called Janaki. 

See : Rama, Lakshmana and Janaka. 
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Eighty-four Siddhas play in maya. 

(Bbctim Kahin p. 1160) 
H^fT ^5TT fHfe 5^ *IA'<Q'II 

fa^3? W: $ 1/ 

If [ am called a Siddha and command occult powers; the 
crown and canopy may bedeck my head; how can i search 
for Truth without the Grace of the Lord. 

(Garni M. % p. 225) 

Comments : Siddhas are semi-divine beings of great purity. 
They are said to dwell in the regions of the sky between 
the earth and the sun. Their number is recorded as eighty- 
eight thousand- They enjoy great occult powers. They do 
not take part in the procreation of the living beings. 

The tradition of Siddhas was carried forward by historical 
personages, who were known as Siddhas, Nathas or 
Yogis, These Siddhas are eighty-four in number and 
include Gorakh as prominent Siddha, Lohreepa is 
anodier Siddha. Gorakh is also included among the 
nine Nathas; Machhander Nath, the Guru of Gorakh 
Nath and Charpat Nath are among them. Some of the 
kings came under the impact of Siddhas and Natiias. 
They became Kanphata Yogis and wore ear-rings, They 
include Bharthari and Gopi Chand. The names 
mentioned above appear in Guru Cm nib Sahib. 

The Sikh Scripture is against the use of the occult powers, 
and also the renunciation of the world. The poem 
1 Siddh Goshta' of Guru Nanak Dev amply exhibits the 
difference in the working of Siddhas and Sants. 

SITA 

Source : Ramayana 
References, in Gum Granth Sahib; 

i^h-.^Tfte 7 w ^rfemT *?dfw II 

(J7$zr ww* # wtfto, x. % if, imi) 

The ten-headed Havana has taken away Sita, therefore 1 
Rama grieves 

(Sbaiok Varan te Vatthtk, M /, p. 1412} 
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K^fe" ^"11 dl'^TcS HTH^ II 

W, Ht 1, >/ B£*J) I 

The false Gurus sing about the episode of Rama and Sita, ^ ' 

(Var Asa At J, p. 465) 

g^?> H^t Hd^tf *rz\ ura oft Sfp di^'yl ^tu 

tfiwxweg- if tin) ( 

Ramii had lost his wife and had to wage a war with Ravana, 

(Gond Namdtw, p. 875) \ 

Episode : Sita was the daughter of Janaka Videhi, the king of 
Mithila. For her marriage, a Swayyamavara was arranged. 
It was proclaimed that whosoever would bend the bow 
of Shiva, would be married with the princess. Several 
princes tried, but it was only Rama who was successful 
in this brave act. After her marriage she went to Ayodhya 
with her husband. Rama was the crown prince, but 
before the coronation, his step-mother Kaikeyi prevailed 
upon the king to banish him from the kingdom for 
fourteen years and instead install her son Bharata in his 
place. Sita accompanied Rama in his exile, but was 
carried away by Ravana, the king of Lanka. The tyrant 
king made every effort to win her to his will, but could 
not do so. A great war ensued between Rama and his 
allies on one side and the armies of Havana on the other. 
Ultimately, the demon king was killed, but this pious and 
chaste great lady had to pass through a fire-ordeal as a 
proof of her innocence for the world. After that she 
returned with her husband to Ayodhya, But before she 
gave birth to her twins Lava and Kusha, she was sent to 
the hermitage of Valmiki because of a slanderous utterance 
of a washerman. There she lived till her sons mastered 
all the arts of war and intercepted the Ashvamedha Yajna 
(horse-sacrifice ) of their father. When Rama came to know 
to their identity, he called back Sita, But her heart was 
very heavy because of the treatment meted out by her 
She wanted to go back to the mother-earth from which 
she is said to have sprung up. Because of her wish, the 
ground opened and she was taken back into the source. 

The word 'Sita' ordinarily means "a furrow 1 . In die Ramayana 
her fattier says that he found her while ploughing his 
field. For this reason, she is sometimes called Ayoni-Ja 
(not born from the womb). Being the daughter of the 
king Janaka, she is also called Janaki. 

See : Rama, Lakshmana and Janaka. 



157 



SITALA (SHITALA) 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Guru Grant b Sahib: 

tra ©^j^g Qa<£ II 

He who runs towards Bhairava, Bhuta (Ghost) or Sitala, he 
can only be recipient of the reward of rhe vehicle of an 
ass r who rolls up in the dust. 

fGotid Namdea, p. 874) 

Comments : Sitala is the name of the deity, who is supposed 
to have the charge of that disease i.e. small-pox. She 
has the vehicle of an ass and is dressed in red clothes. 
She is worshipped for the protection of persons 
suffering from small-pox. 

SUDAMA 

Source : Puranas 
Reference in Gum Ci ninth Sahih • 

CTSB #frr b^h fkfer^ wmnt 

(W H. 8, V. c'tV) 

The Lord met Sudama after removing his poverty. He was 
emancipated through the devotion of love, 

(Mam M. 4 t p. 995) 

Episode : Sudama had been a classfellow of Krishna and 
studied under the same teacher in the early years of their 
lives. When Krishna was the king of Dwarka, Sudama in 
utter poverty went with great hesitation, at the insistence 
of his wife, to ask the king for help. The poor Brahmin 
sent a message to the king, mentioning his identity. 
Krishna could well judge the object of the visit of an old 
classfellow after a very long period. He himself came to 
receive him at the gate and with great respect seated him 
besides his throne. Though Sudama had brought a small 
quantity of rice with him, he was not so bold as to present 
the same to the king. After asking about the well-being 
of Sudama 1 s family, Krishna snatched the small bag of 
rice and there and then began to munch the rice out of 
great love and respect for his old friend. Though Sudama 
could not tell Krishna about his straitened circumstances 
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Krishna, provided all the wherewithals to Sudama r s 
family before he reached back home. Sudama's example 
is often quoted to show the response of the Lord for love 
and devotion. 

SUKA (SUKADEVA, SUKHADEVA) 

Source : Puranas 
References in Cum Gmntb Sahib . 

EJoT i-TrtoT U^ff £5"feT ftPH'^cT] II 
H6A iRTfe UHt fHW ©Ufe 

ftj^ H?p>r fs& ?> rfw^di K 

(TO^ H: 8 r if. <t3oO 

Do not be misled by noticing the higher and lower castes, 
Suka clings to the feet of Janaka and meditates on the Lord. 
Loads of garbage fell on Suka's head, but he did not agitate 
even a little bit in his mind. 

(Kanra M. 4 T p. 1309) 
m*8# V^t^ H# dTBH fcrftf HH dl'ftfG If 

Sukhdev, Parikshat and Gautama sing the Praises (of Guru 
Nanak Dev). 

(Swayye Mahle Fable Ke, p. 1390) 

Comments : Suka (Sukadeva or Sukhadeva) was the son of 
the famous sage Vyasa, Though he was a Brahmin and 
son of a famous Brahmin sage, he became a disciple 
of a Kshatriya king Janaka. Therefore it is not necessary 
that only a Brahmin can become a Guru. The caste is 
of no significance in the domain of spirituality. The 
preceptor Janaka, in order to test his disciple Suka, kept 
him standing outside the precincts of arena of sacrifice 
(Yajna). The impure articles of food-leaving were 
thrown outside, which fell on the head of Suka. But 
he did not move from the spot where he was standing. 
He did not agitate at all. He passes all the tests of his 
preceptor. He had been a great spiritual leader of his 
time. It is said that he read the Bhagavata Parana 
before the king Parikshat, when his end was 
approaching. 

See : Vyasa and Janaka, 
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STJRAJA (SURYA) 

Source: Epits and Puranas 

References in Gum Grantb Sahib > 

iW W, *, ^ [ 

Hie sun-god and moon-god are in Thy Fear, O Lord [ There 
is no end to the distances of million of miles traversed by 1 
them. 

(Var Asm, A/. /, p, 464) 
ik^ oTB" II 

There are many Indras, sun-gods and moon -gods 

(lap* P- 7> 

f^H or ^lU^ ^THt I! 

The sun-god, (whose charioteer is Arana), is the light of 
the world..... 

t Dhartiwari Trllochan, p. 695) 
^fe IJH - # fe?£ ^PTJ oTaF ^rar?> HJJ fe^T 9" M 
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Why should they fear the son of sun-god Le. Dharmaraja, 
who meditate on the Feet of the Gum ? 



(Swaffiv Matte Chtiuthe AV r p. 1404) 

Comments : The sun-god is the great source of light and 
heat. According to a legend, he is the son of Kashyapa 
and AditL In another, he is referred to as the son of 
Brahma. His wife was Sanjana, who was the daughter 
of Vishwakarma. Because of his over-powering 
effulgence, Vishwakarma cut away the eighth part of 
his effulgence. Out of the fragments of the cut-away 
pieces, discus of Vishnu, trident of Shiva and some 
weapons of other gods were made. In various 
descriptions, he is said to be the father of Ash vim 
Kumars, Dharmaraja, Shant, Sugriva etc. His chariot is 
driven by seven horses and his charioteer is Aruna. He 
is known by several names, as Biswa ka Deepak, Ravi 
Sot or Sut Bhan, Martand, Savitri, Vivaswat etc. 
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SURAPATI 



Source : Purarm 
Reference in Guru Gmnth Sahib: 
TJHUfe" ^HUfe" <STft ^J77 H'<V II 

O Lord, the personages like Hanuman, Garuda, Surpati 
Qndra) and Narpaii (king) have not known Thy Qualities. 

(Dbanasart Kabir. p. 691) 

Comments : Sur means god and Pali means master, there 
the epithet Surpati has been used for the king of gods 
i.e. Indra, 

See : Indra. 
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SURAHI (SURABHI, SURAHA) 

Source; Puranas 
Reference In Gum Gmnth Sahib i 

US^" ©Ufe WHvf w& I J 

Your gait is that of'Suraha (Surahi, Surabhi) and the hair 
on your tail glitter. *■ 

(Basant Kabir, p. 1196} ! 

Comments : The word 'Suraha 1 seems to be a derivative from 
Surabhi, 'the boon granting or wish- fulfilling cow'. In 
the hymn pertaining to the above reference, Kabir has 
addressed a dog, who was seen licking the flour from 
the handmill. Instead of the word Surabhi tile word 
Kamadhenu has been used in the Sikh Scripture. 

See : Kamadhenu. 



SURSURI 

Source : Pur an as 
References in Guru Gnmib Sttbib i 
HHHftf 3JH3 1 ydHdl feHA ' tS % \\ 

The moon abides in the forehead of Shankra (Shiva) and 
bathes in Sursuri (Ganges). 

(Dhantisati Trti<Kban r ft, 695) 
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ydHdl H^srt %3 y^^l % hh tr?r drad ?rtft 11 

ft/EPF <tfe?'H, if. 

[f the water of Stmufi becomes wine, the saints even then do 
not drink it; the impure wine and other waters, when they mix 
with the waters of Sursitri, they do not become anything else, 

(Ma! ur Rtwidas, p J29J) 

fi=rt? ntftr araffrw* Tnfew efenr ^ fr* rrfe v£ 
fef% h^kbI Er^Hyl fims Mfe^ tF^iv 5~fe frfrii 

(W 7 ^ fmWM W: 8, tW| 

When it nuns, the waters of streets, drains and ponds full 
into Sursuri, they become pure on meeting Snrsun 

(VarBUmmlM, 4, p. 855) 

Comments: Snrsuri is another name of Ganga (Ganges) 
According to Indian tradition, the waters of the Ganges 
are considered pure. 



TRETA YUGA 

Source : Epics and Puranns 

References in Gum Granth Sahib: 

travr fE^ \Tofhi 

Htfe hhs" fear ^fuu 1 Hcfhi 

fl/y M; 1, if. 1oW 

In Treta, one-fourth of the merit of Dharma was lost, 
Dharma-Bull had only three feet and the fourth was 
replaced by duality. The enlightened person talked of Truth 
and the self-willed wasted himself in useless talk, 

(Mam At J, p. 1023) 

%^ fFcT oRf ?l7>t ^foil 

gj^yfrr 5^ HFt n 

rrwnt ^: 5 f rro; 

In Treta one-fourth of the merit was tost. The hypocrisy 
spread and the Lord was considered far away- The 
enlightened person was conscious of it. The Name in the * V 
mind brought comfort. 

(Ramkali M. p, 880) 

m£ or ?m nrat gappy II 
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In Treta Yuga, the chariot is of celibacy and force is the charioteer. ' 

(Iter Asa, M, /, p 470} 

Comments : In Treta Yuga, the Dharma-Bull stood only on 
three legs. One-fourth of his merit was lost. The malice 
grew up in the minds of Lhe people. They became 
shrewd and began to act with motives. Still they were 
devoted to their duties and performed the rites and 
ceremonies punctually, 

Sre : Yuga*. 



TULASI 

Source: Pur in as 
Reference in Gum (,mnth Sahth 

tif&Tf H: * H if *WJo) 

O Brahmin i worship the Lord as Sabgrama and consider 

the good actions as the rosary of Tulasi leaves. 

(Basant Htndol M. 1, p. 1370)' ° 



Episode : A woman named Tulasi, after having been 
engaged in religious austerities for a long time, wanted 
the boon of becoming the wife of Vishnu. When 
Lakshmi, the consort of Vishnu came to know of it, she 
cursed the woman and changed her into Tulasi plant. 
However, Vishnu is said to have given this assurance 
to his devotee that he would assume the form of the 
Snlagjama and continue to live near her. 

Tulasi plant is considered sacred to Vishnu and is said to 
have been produced at the churning of the milk-ocean. 

Comments: The Sikh Gurus considered the worship of 
Salagrama as idol- worship, therefore they rejected it. 
They laid stress on the worship of the Omnipresent 
Lord and also laid emphasis on good actions. 

See : Salagrama, 

UDHAU (UDHO) 
(also written as Uddhava or Oodho) 

Source ; Mali lib ha rata and Bhagavuta Purana 

Reference in Gam Crumb Sahib 

fd«ti6 htht enrte f sr gyfe tf ufwwil 

txwwft hub wtw^, if 



165 



God ho, Akrura (of the FKvapara Age) and Trilochan, 
Narndev and KabLr (of Iron Age) got their sins effaced by 
remembering the Name of the Lord and the same j ' 
Undeceivable Name, which ferries the saints across the 
wot id-ocean, came into the mind of Gam Anw Das. 

(Swciyyu Mahte Tveje Ke, p. 139 V 

Episode : Udhava was a friend and minister of Sri Krishna. He 
was present on the occasion of the Swayyamvara of 
Draupadi. Once a king named Shalva besieged the city 
of Dwarka and it was Udhava, who saved the city. When 
Sri Krishna was brought by Akrura to Mathura, he killed 
Kansa and made Ugrasena the king. At that time Sri 
Krishna sent Udhava to Ambadi to know about the well- 
being of people there. The gopas and gopa women 
(cowherds) all met him eagerly to know about Sri 
Krishna. They were pleased to know about his welfare. 
It was Udhava who was informed by Sri Krishna 
beforehand that the Yadava dynasty was going to end, 
Udhava wanted Sri Krishna to take him along with him 
to Vaikunrha. At that time Sri Krishna taught Udhava the 
doctrine that the human body and other material things 
of the universe were mere delusion. Sri Krishna also 
answered several questions about bondage and liberation, 
Udhava then left Dwarka, having come to know about 
the imminent destruction from Sri Krishna, for which he 
was permitted by Sri Krishna. 

Comments ; It is said that Udhava, after leaving Dwaraka, went 
to the hermitage of Badarika and engaged himself in 
penance and devotion and ultimately attained deliverance. 

UMA (UMAPATI) 

Source s Furanaa 
Reference in Gum Grant h Sabih . 

■rTtj ugfe huh w&x ^nnt 1 1 

CAhalya) the wife of sage Gautama, and the husband of 
Lima 1 .e. Shiva — the latter got stuck the fifth head of Brahma 
in his hand and the former was the cause of one thousand j 
marks of disgrace on the body of Indra. 

Qaitsri Ravtila^ p. HO) 

Comments : Uma is one of the names of the consort of Shiva. 
The other prominent names are Devi, Durga, Kali, 



Parvati and Bhavani. The earliest mention of Uma is 
in Kena Upanishad, The word Umctpati means the 
husband of Uma, which connotes Shiva. 

See: Shiva, Parbati, Dunga, Bhavani, KaiL 
VIDURA (BIDAR) 

Source : Mahabharata 

References in Gum ti ninth Sahib: 
d'rlcS o(Q<S 3H"ir 

Hvra' fw? ^ wftfig ^fw ft ypf?p>r 11 

tftH H>Tf?> TT^T ft U T fe»f T ^JTT dl'<^ *H?> r«d»Al II 

O king (Duryodhana) who should come to you? I have 
seen such a reverence of Bidar (Vidura) that I like that 

humble person Against your milk, the water of Bidar is \/*Vb 

like ambrosia for me. His spinach equalled your milky food 
and the night passed in singing the Praises of the Lord.*,,- 

(Mam Kabir, p. IIQ5) 

T^fa wfs uftr mrfew §bk ire<s£T iFfFli 

US? feH ^Tft fclHrt Q^ftPH 7 WfW f?TTJ rPfe 1 1 

Mr 8, If. J33) 

The persons of low caste, attained higher status while 1 r J^\ ■ - 
remembering the Lord. Ask Bidar, the son of a maid- 
servant, in whose house Krishna stayed. 

(Subi M. 4, p, 

Episode : Vidura (or Bidar) was half-brother of Dhritarashtra 
and Pandu, When Satyavati, a young beautiful girl was 
married to Shantanu, after his son Bhishma Pitamaha had 
renounced the right of succession and had taken the vow 
of perpetual celibacy. The sons of Satyavati had to 
succeed to die dirone of Shantanu. Satyavati bore two 
sons; one of them died young in a battle. The other 
named Vichitra-virya ascended the throne. He also died 
young and without any issue. Before marrying Shantanu, 
Satyavati had borne Vyasa to the sage Parasara, Thus 
Vichitra-virya, Bhishma and Vyasa were half-brothers, 
being the sons of the same father. With the consent of 
Bhishma and Satyavati, the widows of Vichitra-virya, 
Ambika and Ambalika by name, bore two sons through 
niyoga with Vyasa namely Dhritarashtra, the blind and 
Pandu with a pale complexion. Satyavati asked Vyasa to 
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become the father of a third son, who should be without 
any defect. The widow of Vichitra-virya, terrified by the 
auster appearance of Vyasa, sent him one of her slave 
girls, dressed in her own clothes. This girl was the mother 
of Vidura. Thus Dhritarashtra, Pandu and Vidura were 
half-brothers. 

Vidura was a great devotee of Krishna, In the first reference 
given above, Krishna addresses the king Duryodhana 
and shows his love for his devotee Vidura. Krishna stayed 
with his devotee, Vidura is one of the best characters in 
the Mahabharata. He always gave good advice to both 
Kauravas and Pandavas, though in the war, he sided with 
Kauravas. He was also a well-wisher of the Pandavas. 



VISHNU 

Source : Puranas 
References in Gum Cm nth Sahib; 

tdtQtfl WWTi Wra? if. m$) 

Remember Vishnu again and again; By remembering 
Vishnu you will never suffer defeat. 

(Gauri Bawan Akhri Kabir, p. 342) 

fyj-iA huh fnu yfe fe^ If ^fe H^fo n 

(Wfrnrx H: If, V. 1311) 

At whose door should I take refuge* Vishnu, Shiva, an 
adept, a Muni or Indra. One may give you kingdom, the 
other may take you to heaven, rare one among a mill ion 
may ask for salvation. 

(Kalyan M. 5, 1322) 

wfe nf^ frrfVtfe" yuwn 



1 A V 

O Lord ! Vishnu and Lakshmi could not know you besides 
four Vedas, Smritis and Puranas. 

(Dbunasari Kabir, p, 691) i 

feHA ire 1 " m^^'dl fznz wfer Ahm 1 m 

(W&UX H: ^ if. Wt) 

. r V'A 

KLshan (connoting Vishnu) is always busy in incarnating --r- 

himself, then with whose help one may ferry across the 

world -ocean ? 

Rodham AL 3, p. 559) 
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Episode : Vishnu is the second god of the Hindu Triad. He 
represents Sattva quality of may a, and is considered as 
the Preserver of the world, It is said that the sage Bhrigu, 
in order to ascertain as to who was the greatest god of the 
Hindu Triad, visited all of them. Brahma neglected him, 
Shiva behaved offensively towards him, It was Vishnu, 
who, even being kicked by him, treated him with 
goodness and generosity. Therefore he concluded that 
he was the greatest of the Hindu Triad. Even the Supreme 
Being is sometimes named Vishnu, as in the first reference 
above, but as a god of t lie Triad, he is considered related 
to maya and thus prone to death. Brahma is said to have 
been born out of his navel-lotus (Gujri JV1 1, p. 489X In 
this case, he may be identified with Maha-Vishnu or 
Supreme Being. His consort is Lakshmi, who is also 
called Kavala. In this case, Vishnu is called Kavalapati (or 
Kamlapati). In times of grave emergency, in order to help 
the gods and punish the tyrants, Vishnu incarnates. Ten 
of his incarnations are considered most significant. (See 
Das Avatars), The god is said to repose on the coils of the 
serpent Shesha and his wife Lakshmi sits at his feet. He 
has four hands. In one hand he hold a Shank (conch 
shell), in the second a Chakra (disc), in the third a Gada 
(mace) and in the fourth a Padrra (lotus) (Swayye Mahle 
Chauthe Ke, p. 1402). His vehicle is Garuda, a man-bird. 
His heaven is called Vaikuntha, which has a circumference 
of 80,000 miles. He has one thousand names, which are 
recorded in Vishnu Sahansar Nama . 

Some of the names of Vishnu, which have been used for 
Supreme Being (God) in Guru Grant h Sahib are Gopal, 
Gobind, Mukand, Murari, Na ray ana, Madhav, Vasudeva, 
Prabhu, Chatur Bhuj, Kavala Kant, Hari, etc. 

See : Vaikuntha and Garuda. 

YUGAS (AGES) 

Source : Puranas 

References in Cum Grant t Sahib . 

^a* ^tut nftr nflif^r h t tj1 y<±l M 

(V A'wl W 3, 1/ \ 

In all the four ages, the True Bani (Divine hymns) is the 
ambrosia. / 

(Dhmujsari M. J, 665) 



K,7 



tffer fft?> nftr ?r ufF 11 

(fwld'd? <?, V" */J>J 

In all the four ages, they are soiled and full of dirt, whose ^ • 
mouths do not utter the Name of the Lord. 

(Sri Raga M. h p. 57) 

Comments : The Yugas Cages) are four, viz., the Kritya Ynga 
(or Sat Yuga), the Treta, the Dwapara and the Kali 
Yuga. In order to estimate the period of each Yuga, 
the two Ayanas compose one year. One Ayana of six 
months is the period of sun's progress north or south 
of the ecliptic. The southern Ayana is a night of the 
gods and the northern Ayana is the day, The period 
of four Yugas is twelve thousand divine years; and each 
divine year is composed of three hundred and sixty 
days. The distribution of the divine years of each Yuga 
is as follows : Kritya Yuga : four thousand; Treta Yuga : 
three thousand, Dwapara Yuga : two thousand and Kali 
Yuga : One thousand. The period that precedes a Yuga 
is called Sandhya and the period which follows a Yuga 
is known as Sandhyasana and each one of these 
periods is equal to ten percent of the divine years. 
Thus : 

Kritya Yuga lasts for 4,800 years, 
Treta Yuga lasts for 3,600 years, 
Dwapara Yuga lasts for 2,400 years, and 
Kali Yuga lasts for 1,200 years. 

In order to count the human years of each Yuga, we have 
to multiply the divine years by 360. In this way, 

Kritya Yuga lasts for 1728,800 human years, 
Treta Yuga lasts for 1296,000 human years, 
Dwapara Yuga lasts for 864,000 human years, and 
Kali Yuga lasts for 432,000 human years. 

A day of Brahma is called a Kalpa. A day of gods is equal 
to one human year. The 12,000 divine years are to be 
multiplied by 360, in order to get the number of human 
years in the four Yugas. One Kalpa consists of 1,000 
divine years. Thus a day or night of Brahma is equal 
to 12,000 x 360x1,000 human years i.e. 4,320,000,000 
human years. 
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